UPDATES: Re Julian Assange in Belmarsh (to 22 Mar 2020)
A number of people have mentioned that they want to hear about Julian’s wellbeing, especially related to his health, and the problems his incarceration conditions are causing him in preparing his defence in the forthcoming US extradition case. Also reports from his lawyers.
This document provides background links re his health, and pulls together information that has been shared by his visitors since his incarceration in Belmarsh. Public statements by his lawyers and others who have relevant information are listed and linked to source.

Contents are a survey of events and comments, and should not be taken as exhaustive. Best efforts have been made to transcribe comments accurately, but may contain errors. Check with source records before quoting from this document.

<< Navigation: Use the ‘Outline’ facility to the left
     AND/OR Use the Edit / Find option from the menu for a particular name
     Languages referenced as DE (German) ES (Spanish) FR (French) SW (Swedish)

Health - Background
Like everyone, Julian Assange is entitled to adequate healthcare, and to privacy in relation to his health. Not that he has received either. The UK, by stating that they would arrest him if he left the Ecuadorian embassy, made it impossible for him to get some forms of healthcare (eg an MRI or dentistry). As to privacy, the CIA not only spied on him generally in the embassy, but also received live video of his time spent with his doctors, including medical examinations. Now the prison system is in charge of his healthcare. 
Health - To 2016
On 2 Mar 2015, In a Swiss TV (RTS) interview, Julian spoke briefly about the difficulty in getting medical and dental care inside the embassy.

“They say their insurance doesn’t cover Ecuador, if they're British doctors.”

On 14 Sep 2016 Wikileaks released confidential medical and psychological reports concerning Julian Assange's situation:
· a 27 page psycho-social and medical assessment from 10 November 2015,
· a report from Mr. Assange's physician from 8 December 2015, and
· a dentist's report from 31 July 2015.
At that point, as well as mental and physical health deterioration due to the “extremely restrictive conditions of his confinement” (including lack of sunlight, adequate exercise and freedom of association), specific physical concerns were a need for dentistry (a root canal in a broken tooth) and an MRI (shoulder problems). In relation the shoulder problem his physician noted that, while An MRI scan would be necessary to provide a proper diagnosis:
“He experiences constant pain at rest [made worse] by all movement at the shoulder joint. [...] It is likely that this is a chronic prgressive condition [which is] likely to worsen without treatment.”
The healthcare needs addressed in these reports were not met. A request to the UK government from the government of Ecuador for safe passage for Assange to and from a hospital had already been refused (15 Oct 2015).
Health - 2018
In a public statement 24 January 2018 Drs Sondra S Crosby, Brock Chisholm and Sean Love explained that they had “recently spent 20 hours, over three days, performing a comprehensive physical and psychological evaluation of Mr Assange.” 
They called on the  “British Medical Association and colleagues in the UK to demand safe access to medical care for Mr Assange and to oppose openly the ongoing violations of his human right to healthcare.”
Jennifer Robinson reported on Julian’s inability to access healthcare at the UN Human Rights Council (HRC) in Geneva on 18 June 2018.
On 22 June 2018 Dr Love made another statement about Julian’’s health and his right to adequate care, concluding that “Assange’s detention continues to cause a precipitous deterioration in his overall condition and amounts to cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment.”
On 8 April 2019, Dr Sondra Crosby wrote a letter to former Chilean president Michelle Bachelet, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (and others) about the health implications for Assange of his continued confinement in the embassy, reporting on four evaluations she made of his health between October 2017 and February 2019. She “wrote that the conditions of Assange’s confinement had become observably worse since [her] initial visit.”
She also noted that her confidential medical notes had been removed (and presumably read) by embassy surveillance staff, and that “Mr Assange’s fundamental right to doctor-patient confidentiality had been violated.”
Further, she stated that “the severe daily pain endured by Mr Assange from this dental condition is inhumane, notwithstanding that the situation could be life threatening if left untreated.”
She concluded:
“It is my professional opinion that the synergistic and cumulative severity of the pain and suffering inflicted on Mr Assange - both physical and psychological - is in violation of the 1984 Convention against Torture Article 1 And Article 16. I believe the psychological, physical, and social sequelae will be long lasting and severe.””
Health - 2019 - post arrest
On 8 May 2019 Dr Love gave an interview on Telesur.
On October 2019 Dr Love again spoke out (at Brown University): 
“Much of this information is protected by doctor-patient confidentiality. What I can say is that Assange is resilient, but his suffering and the psychological toll of his circumstances were apparent. Compounding these injuries was that, for nearly seven years, Assange had been unable to receive proper medical care. 
Within the embassy, he had difficulty obtaining treatment, as most physicians refused to visit him for fear of associating themselves or their medical practice with him, his political views, or his publishing activities.”
On 5 April 2019 the UN Special Rapporteur for Torture, Nils Melzer announced his intention to visit Julian Assange in the Ecuadorian Embassy.
On 9 May 2019 Nils Melzer visited Julain Assange in Belmarsh prison, accompanied by two medical experts specialised in examining potential victims of torture and other ill-treatment.
On 31 May 2019 Nils Melzer issued a statement. Among other things, he stated:
“It was obvious that Mr. Assange’s health has been seriously affected by the extremely hostile and arbitrary environment he has been exposed to for many years,” the expert said. “Most importantly, in addition to physical ailments, Mr. Assange showed all symptoms typical for prolonged exposure to psychological torture, including extreme stress, chronic anxiety and intense psychological trauma.
“The evidence is overwhelming and clear,” the expert said. “Mr. Assange has been deliberately exposed, for a period of several years, to progressively severe forms of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, the cumulative effects of which can only be described as psychological torture.
“I condemn, in the strongest terms, the deliberate, concerted and sustained nature of the abuse inflicted on Mr. Assange and seriously deplore the consistent failure of all involved governments to take measures for the protection of his most fundamental human rights and dignity,” the expert said. “By displaying an attitude of complacency at best, and of complicity at worst, these governments have created an atmosphere of impunity encouraging Mr. Assange’s uninhibited vilification and abuse.”
Nils Melzer followed up this statement with multiple interviews (reported in written articles, audio and video files).

26 Jun 2019 “On the occasion of the International Day in Support of Torture Victims” he published “Demasking the Torture of Julian Assange” [Website]
14 Oct 2019 Nils Melzer reported the situation to the UN General Assembly. [Press Conf] 

Recently he made another official statement (1 Nov 2019):
“The UN Special Rapporteur on torture, Nils Melzer, has expressed alarm at the continued deterioration of Julian Assange’s health since his arrest and detention earlier this year, saying his life was now at risk”
23 Nov 2019 Doctors’ Petition - Open letter to UK Home Secretary Priti Patel and UK Shadow Home Secretary Diane Abbott [Consortium News]
Signed by 67 doctors [See Excerpts in main timeline below]
 21 Jan 2020 (EST) Doctors For Assange live event [Video]
See more details in updates section..
24 January 2020 Julian shifted out of ‘solitary confinement’’ in the hospital wing to a wing with 40 occupants. [DEA Tweet video - Joseph Farrell] 
26 Jan 2020 See discussion of health implications of solitary confinement. [C21Wire]

Health - What has changed in Belmarsh?
After the first week or two at Belmarsh, Julian was moved to the “healthcare wing” of the prison. It is unclear what this means in practical terms as none of his visitors can see him there. Evidently he has a single cell in which he must stay up to 22 or 23 hours a day, with all other prisoners moved away whenever he leaves it (eg to see visitors).
· General health condition
On 1 May 2019 Jennifer Robinson noted that Julian was “having a difficult time in prison. His health has suffered significantly as a result of the long period of time confined inside the embassy. He’s getting medical treatment but we are very concerned about him.”

On 28  May 2019 Swedish defence lawyer Per E Samuelson told Reuters he had visited Assange in British custody on Friday after which he had sought to have the hearing postponed. 
“One of the reasons is that Assange’s health situation on Friday was such that it was not possible to conduct a normal conversation with him,” Samuelson said.
 
“I meant that it should be postponed until I had time to meet again and go through the issues in peace and quiet. I suggested no specific date and meant it should be postponed until everything was ready, but the district court has now decided that this won’t happen.”

30 May 2019 Julian Assange was too ill on Thursday to appear via video link from a British prison in a hearing on an extradition request from the United States
 
“He’s in fact far from well,” Assange’s lawyer, Gareth Peirce, told Westminster magistrates’ court. She earlier told Reuters he was too ill to attend the hearing by videolink.“
WikiLeaks said it had grave concerns about Assange’s health and that he had been moved to a health ward at London’s Belmarsh high-security prison.“During the seven weeks in Belmarsh his health has continued to deteriorate and he has dramatically lost weight,” it added in a statement. “The decision of prison authorities to move him to the health ward speaks for itself.”

Britain’s Ministry of Justice said it could not comment on individual prisoners. However, a government source said that although Assange was on the prison’s health wing, he was eating normally and was receiving the same diet as other inmates.”

31 July 2019 9 News reported, from an interview with Jennifer Robinson:
“Ms Robinson, who last saw Assange in Belmarsh prison a few weeks ago, has "serious concerns" for his health.
"His health has obviously deteriorated significantly and (there's) likely permanent damage on his health as a result from his time in the embassy," she said.
"He does not deserve the treatment he has received and it's time for the Australian government to speak up."

In an interview for an 11 Aug 2019 article, 
Jennifer Robinson:
- “... refused to answer questions about how sick he is or what treatment he is receiving, but she said there would be “permanent damage” from his time in the embassy.
- “He’s still in the health care ward, obviously after more than six and a half years without access to health care and no area to exercise, there was a significant decline of his health.”

On 20 Sept 2019 Julian lost a full hour of his scheduled doctor’s visit due to administrative errors in the prison.

On 30 Sept 2019 the Courage Foundation noted:
“He remains in effective solitary confinement within healthcare, spending 21-23 hours in his cell every day and with “controlled moves” every time guards move him from his cell to an appointment or outside to exercise, meaning the corridors are cleared and the prison goes on lockdown during his movement.”

On 2 Oct 2019 John Shipton (in Berlin, Bundestag press conference) said:
“[Julian] is 22-23 hour a day in solitary confinement. No access to the gym. No access to computers. No access to defending himself in the case that is coming up in February [2010]. He’s now on remand. He’s suffered loss of weight - 15kg - and had to be transferred to the prison ‘hospital’where he still resides today.” 

When asked how Julian spends his time, John Shipton replied (speculatively):
“Staring at the ceiling, meditating … ? Somebody gave him Nelson Mandela’s book to read … Another person gave him Gramsci’s book to read … Both men had a terribly long time in jail and Gramsci succumbed to this … I don’t really know.”
[Gramsci died, still incarcerated in a prison hospital ward. At his trial, Gramsci's prosecutor stated, "For twenty years we must stop this brain from functioning."]

“In the embassy he explained to me that he knew every detail of every wall, the ceiling, the floor, the curtain with a little thread out, because that was his entire environment for year after year after year.So you become intimately familiar with everything … There is no novelty … 
When I was visiting [the embassy] he would say “John, bring me some food that I haven’t tasted before.”  So I’d get Turkish or Iraqi food … That is the interior of Julian’s life in all those years of being arbitrarily detained.”

[While still imprisoned on the bail charge] “he was allowed 2 x 2hr visits from friends per month. So those 2 hour were so precious … like a diamond in a coal heap …”

On 21 Oct 2019 SBS reported:
“Julian Assange appeared confused at a London court hearing on Monday, struggling to recall his name and age in his first public appearance in months. [...]
When the judge asked him at the end of the hearing if he knew what was happening, he replied “not exactly”, complained about the conditions in jail, and said he was unable to “think properly”.”

About the 21 Oct 2019 court appearance, Craig Murray wrote:
I was badly shocked by just how much weight my friend has lost, by the speed his hair has receded and by the appearance of premature and vastly accelerated ageing. He has a pronounced limp I have never seen before. Since his arrest he has lost over 15 kg in weight.

But his physical appearance was not as shocking as his mental deterioration. When asked to give his name and date of birth, he struggled visibly over several seconds to recall both. I will come to the important content of his statement at the end of proceedings in due course, but his difficulty in making it was very evident; it was a real struggle for him to articulate the words and focus his train of thought.

Until yesterday I had always been quietly sceptical of those who claimed that Julian’s treatment amounted to torture – even of Nils Melzer, the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture – and sceptical of those who suggested he may be subject to debilitating drug treatments. But having attended the trials in Uzbekistan of several victims of extreme torture, and having worked with survivors from Sierra Leone and elsewhere, I can tell you that yesterday changed my mind entirely and Julian exhibited exactly the symptoms of a torture victim brought blinking into the light, particularly in terms of disorientation, confusion, and the real struggle to assert free will through the fog of learned helplessness.

I had been even more sceptical of those who claimed, as a senior member of his legal team did to me on Sunday night, that they were worried that Julian might not live to the end of the extradition process. I now find myself not only believing it, but haunted by the thought. Everybody in that court yesterday saw that one of the greatest journalists and most important dissidents of our times is being tortured to death by the state, before our eyes. To see my friend, the most articulate man, the fastest thinker, I have ever known, reduced to that shambling and incoherent wreck, was unbearable. Yet the agents of the state, particularly the callous magistrate Vanessa Baraitser, were not just prepared but eager to be a part of this bloodsport. She actually told him that if he were incapable of following proceedings, then his lawyers could explain what had happened to him later. The question of why a man who, by the very charges against him, was acknowledged to be highly intelligent and competent, had been reduced by the state to somebody incapable of following court proceedings, gave her not a millisecond of concern.

On 5 Nov 2019 John Pilger (who was in court in Oct and saw Julian at Belmarsh recently, said:
“I think I can agree with Nils Meltzer. His physical condition has changed, He’s lost a lot of weight … To see him in court struggling to say his name and DOB was really very moving. And I’ve seen that  where I’ve visited ulian in Belmarsh prison, where he struggles at first, and then collects himself. I’m always impressed by the sheer resilience of the man.

Of course, As Melzer said, nothing has been done to change the conditions imposed on him.by he prison regime. Nothing  has been done by the British authorities..

On 9 Nov 2019 John Shipton:
“ …  told reporters in Geneva that he had visited his son in a British prison two days ago and needed to "face the bitter truth" that he "may die in jail."  
"This is not the bitter disappointment of a father, this is simply fact," he said.
· On 12 Nov 2019 Srecko Horvat sent an email via the DIEM network. 
“He said I should tell you that he uses his time in a cell to walk and think,around 10-15 km each day, imagining he is walking across Europe. He reads the letters, although they are still coming in with much delay. And he is grateful to everyone. And even in this difficult situation, he said it is not just about him, it is about the very essence of democracy.
But it is also about him. It is about his life.”
· On 14 Nov 2019 [at 49:16] Nils Meltzer said:
“I received, from various reliable sources, that the health condition of Mr Assange is deteriorating - as is to be expected in these conditions, with this constant arbitrariness and isolation he is exposed to ...

You’ve probably all seen my Press Release from the end of October saying I am seriously concerned for his life. I don’t think this is being taken seriously enough …”

Meltzer discusses serious nature of psychologal torture (“it’s not ‘torture light’ ”) and how a very rapid decline in physical and mental health can result.
· On 15 Nov 2019 Jennifer Robinson gave an extensive report on Julian’s health and prison conditions (See lengthy NOTES in Legal Timeline below)
· On 22 Feb 2020 Dr Lissa Johnson spoke at length about Julian’s health and healthcare - it seems that little has been done to help him, and his high stress levels continue.
· On 25 Feb 2020 Nina Cross summarised Julian’s health situation in an article
· The MRI and treatment of his shoulder
No information has been forthcoming about this issue.

UPDATE 22 Feb 2020 Dr Lissa Johnson said that Julian has STILL not had an MRI or treatment for this problem [FaceBook from 9:00] 
· Dentistry
No information has been forthcoming about this issue.

UPDATE 22 Feb 2020 Dr Lissa Johnson indicated that Julian has STILL not had  treatment for this problem [FaceBook from 9:00] 
· Access to fresh air and sunlight
He has access to an exercise yard during the 1 hour a day he is permitted out of his cell.
It is reported that painted on the wall of the yard is “Enjoy the blades of grass under your feet” But there is no grass in the yard. (Also mentioned by John Pilger 3 Sept 2019.)
It is unclear what hour of the day he is permitted outside. It has been reported that in some prisons the out-of-cell time must be taken in the middle of the night.
· New glasses, and access to distant views
Eyes need to focus at different distances to retain good eyesight. This was not possible for Julian in the embassy, as he was confined to a very small space. His problems with actually seeing things at a distance were apparent on the few occasions he was permitted to use the balcony at the embassy. 
This situation has not improved in a prison cell.
He also needed new glasses, which apparently the prison has provided. One lens fell out the first day (according to his father). John Pilger reported that the new glasses took months to arrive.
· Healthy food
Julian has always been quite particular about eating healthy food, and now has to eat prison food. [See 2.1 (p31)in the prison Report.]
He has also been very careful about the source of his food to ensure that nothing toxic or otherwise unwanted (eg undisclosed medication) was introduced that way. 
He now has no control over that. 
He has lost a lot of weight (reported by John Pilger - and others - to be up to 15kg).

During visits, those visiting him may purchase food to share with him. What is available is reported to be all junk food.

On 29 Nov 2019 John Pilger reported:
You are allowed to bring in £10 to spend at a small café run by volunteers. 
“I’d like something healthy,” said Julian, who devoured a sandwich.
· Stressful conditions
These appear to have worsened.
He now has very restricted access to his lawyers, friends, and family, very limited access to books and writing materials, and, until recently, no access to the records he needs to fight his case. He still has no computer to read and compose documents related to the case (or anything else). He has almost no opportunities to socialise outside of very limited visiting times, and cannot socialise with other prisoners.

On a MOATS interview (15 Sept 2019), John Shipton said that Julian goes to a Catholic Mass 3 times a week because that is his only opportunity to be with other prisoners. One library visit to this point.

In a 14 Nov 2019 address (at 31:50) in the EU Parliament, Nils Melzer discusses the components of this stress, and forms in which it is ongoing. [See also quotes unde Access to Lawyers (below)]
· General prison conditions
When asked about Julian’s situation in Belmarsh on 3 May 2019, Jennifer Robinson noted that:
“Significant concerns are being raised about the standards and the conditions in that prison for the WHOLE prison population. Julian himself has been inside his cell almost the whole day long, every day. At least now he’s getting medical treatment [but] we remain very concerned about his health. But conditions inside that prion are very tough and he’s finding it very difficult.”

On 25 Sept 2019 HM Prison and Probation Service  sent a letter to a correspondent containing a range of statements about the conditions under which Julian is held. (It appears that the recipient didn’t find these statements particularly credible.)

On Sunday, 29 September, a man in the cell next door to Julian in Belmarsh’s health ward was apparently driven to desperation. The prisoner set fire to or in his own cell, sending smoke into the corridors and into the nearby cells. A day later, the inmate is back in the same cell. [from Courage Foundation 30 Sept 2019]

On 12 October 2019, M.I.A reported:

- "I've been trying to give [him] a yoga book for a month now ... every wk trying to hand it in - it's been impossible. To me that's very extreme - denying even reading books ... or sketch books so he could write or draw." (35:48) [Tweet]

- "I haven't been able to take in puzzles [to] stimulate the mind ... I first thought that maybe all prisoners are treated like that, where they're not able to have some ... dignity & own the space between their ears ... " (36:26) [Tweet]

On 1 Dec 2019 EmmyB raises the question of whether Julian has been allowed to enrol to vote in the UK: [Tweet]


SEE ALSO: Report on an Unannounced Inspection of HMP Belmarsh by HM Chief Inspector of Prisons 29 Jan to 9 Feb 2018
Some points:
- [T]here was a significant shortage of frontline staff. It was being addressed, but had resulted in a severely depleted daily regime and regular redeployment of specialist staff to ensure that even a basic period of daily unlocking time could be given.
- The funding for education and training was insufficient and meant the prison could not meet all prisoners’ needs. 
- The number of incidents of violence had increased since our last inspection, and some were serious.
- [W]e observed a minority of wing-based staff who were dismissive and disrespectful in their dealings with Introduction 6 HMP Belmarsh prisoners.
- In our survey, 31% of prisoners said they felt unsafe at the time of our inspection and 58% said they had felt unsafe at some time. Fewer prisoners than in comparator prisons said they had not been victimised by prisoners or staff.. 

Access to mail	Comment by Stephanie Chateau: Hi, I'm really confused. I opened documents to work on something for Tulsi campaign and see this document is most recent for my account. How can this be? Le Fleur, I have seen your handle on twitter but never remember exchanging emails?	Comment by La Fleur Productions: Sorry, I have no idea. Ignore it if it doesn't interest you. It is a public document.	Comment by Stephanie Chateau: It's o.k. I do have interest in Julian's case. I just was confused because I don't remember opening/accessing this document. Probably just clicked something awhile ago and forgot about it. Thanks.
· 7 May 2019 Pamela Anderson reported that he hadn’t received any letters yet, “but it’s a process for him to have any kind of communication.” 
· 24 Sept 2019 Courage Foundation reported that after a public outcry because Julian had not received any mail for a month, he had  now received a backlog of hundreds of letters from supporters.
· 2 Oct 2019 John Shipton said “Now he can reply to letters. And if you rewrite to him he will reply to you. … [His mail] was held back for a number of weeks … but then 500 letters were delivered. In a bundle, because they were held back for a considerable amount of time …  [inaudible question] I understand it is a requirement on the prison to deliver the mail as it comes. So NOT delivering the mail is further furthering the circumstances of extreme discomfort the jail places upon Julian. ”
· 12 Nov 2019 Srecko Horvat said “He reads the letters, although they are still coming in with much delay. And he is grateful to everyone.” [DIEM email]
· 17 Jan 2020: TrumanHuman tweeted: “Assamge  sent me a long letter in May last year. I wrote back many times during the summer+I was pretty sure his post was being kept from him which proved right eventually.@ end Oct beginning of Nov I got another short letter from Julian,I think his posts being kept back again now.”

Access to lawyers and means to prepare defence
· 14 June 2019 Jennifer Robinson reported that his lawyers were not permitted to give Julian copies of legal documents in the prison- they had to mail them to Belmarsh.

“We don’t have sufficient access to him. His lawyers are not able to hand him papers in the prison. It takes weeks for papers to reach him. He doesn’t have a laptop to prepare his material on.It’s a very difficult situation in which to be defending such a serious extradition case.”
· 21 Oct 2019 Emmy Butlin (who was in the court) for the case management hearing:

"He explained how difficult it is because of his conditions in Belmarsh to stay in touch with the developments in his case. He explained how difficult it was to communicate with his lawyers. And the reply from the judge was: "The conditions of your stay in Belmarsh is not the object of this court." So, completely dismissed. She wasn't interested in what he had to say. It's a shocking situation."

· 14 Nov 2019 Nils Meltzer (at 42:30), in the EU Parliament:

“Ït was only in October, after being arrested in April, that he has received access to his legal documents. How is that possible? That you are the defendant in legal proceedings, subject to an extradition request from the US - where I am convinced he will not get a fair trial, but will be the subject of a secret, show trial, and then very likely disappear in a high security facility for the rest of his life, in conditions that my mandate, and my predecessor in the US for High Security Detainees, have repeatedly criticised as being inhumane, cruel and degrading.

So how is it possible that a person like this does not get access to his legal documents? That he is asked to respond to an indictment that he has not been able to read? To me, this is outlandish. This is not worth of democracy. This increases stress levels ...“

Melzer goes on to discuss the “arbitrary” nature of the legal process: 
“where the whole system is biased against you””, “where judges that have a documented conflict of interest against you are allowed to preside your case, where a judge calls you ‘a narcissist’ in an open hearing although you have not even said anything except ‘I plead not guilty’. 
How can you trust that system? What kind of effect will that have on you, psychologically, when you know your whole environment is skewed against you, and is only after a certain result, and will not listen to you? [...] It is psychological torture’”

· On 15 Nov 2019 Jennifer Robinson gave an extensive report on Julian’s health and prison conditions (See lengthy NOTES below)
 She noted that papers can now be handed to Julian by his lawyers when they visit, but that conditions in the prison still make communications difficult, and are impacting on Julian;s ability to defend himself.
· On 18 Nov 2019 Julian’s solicitor, Gareth Peirce, is reported to have  “alerted the court to the fact that Julian Assange now has access to a computer at Belmarsh but not one that's suitable for his needs.”

M.A.E. added:
“This morning Judge [Vanessa Baraitser]. in Julian Assange's extradition hearing, dismissed concerns over his inability to prepare for his case due to unsuitable computer equipment being provided to him as beyond her jurisdiction.”

See also Sputnik article.

NOTE: See European Prison Rules (2006) Rule 98.2:
“98.2 All necessary facilities shall be provided to assist untried prisoners to prepare their defence and to meet with their legal representatives. ”
· On 29 Nov 2019 John Pilger reports, from a visit the previous day,:
“He is still denied a laptop and software with which to prepare his case against extradition. He still cannot call his American lawyer, or his family in Australia.”
· 4 Dec 2019 Kristinn Hrafnsson was asked about his confidence in the legal team [in Melbourne video]

“I have full faith in the legal team. The legal team is comprised of the best people that Julian could get. Gareth Peirce [the solicitor in charge] is a historical giant in law, and others on the team are absolutely doing the best they can. 

A lot of things are happening behind the scenes, just to add. So it’s not just what you see and hear. But for legal reasons; for strategic reasons, things also have to happen behind the scene - because lawyers don’t want to show their cards before they go to court. So even if people see or perceive inaction, it doesn’t mean things are not being worked on. So I have full faith and confidence [in the legal team].

My only concern is that, despite the fact that you have this tremendously good team and a huge capacity, as I said earlier, this is a case that I’m afraid will not be ruled on the merits of the law. It’s a political case.”

See Legal Team]
· 13 Dec 2019 Mandatory Administrative Hearing

The Guardian reported:

Gareth Peirce, defending Assange, said the legal team were struggling to prepare documents for the case as Assange had no access to the evidence.

“Without Mr Assange’s knowledge, some of it is recently acquired evidence, some of it is subject to months of investigation not always in this country, of which he is unaware because of the blockage in visits,” she said.

“Despite our best efforts, Mr Assange has not been given what he must be given, and we are doing our utmost to cut through this.”

Peirce said the governor of Belmarsh had prioritised family visits over legal visits, and she asked the judge to step in. But the district judge, Vanessa Baraitser, said she had no jurisdiction over the Prison Service.

“Can I make it clear that I have no desire to stand in the way of any lawyer having proper access to their client and it’s in the interest of justice that they do,” the judge said. “What I can do and say is to state in open court that it would be helpful to this extradition process that Mr Assange’s lawyers have the access to their client.”

See more in main timeline [Daily Mail]  [Sputnik] 
· 20 Dec 2019 Julian Assange to give evidence to Spanish Court via videolink [ElPais]

Judge José de la Mata of Spain’s High Court, the Audiencia Nacional, will interview [Assange] via video link on December 20, said judicial sources. 

Assange will be transferred from Belmarsh prison in southeast London to Westminster Magistrates Court to answer questions from De la Mata, who is investigating alleged violations of client-attorney privilege between the [Assange] and his lawyers, and allegations that these conversations were passed on to the CIA.
· 13 Jan 2020 Gareth Peirce notes that Julian’s lawyers have only had 2 hours access to Julian since last she spoke to the court. She only gets one more hour on this day. 
[See many reports in next section.]
· 25 & 26 Jan 2020 The Canary articles re legality of proceedings [Part1] and [Part2]
· 28 Jan 2020 Juan Branco from Greece:
“No, it’s not changing”, Branco replies. “English lawyers have almost no time with him and international lawyers have no time with him, basically. So it’s a strategy from the UK to undermine his defense and have him out of the country as soon as possible, in order to forget about this issue which has cost them a lot of media [attention] and pressure and discomfort. We are victims of this strategy. Julian is in a situation that is not acceptable from the defense perspective and we will raise this argument also, but we are also conscious it will not be received. Gareth Pierce is the leading advocate in the UK regarding this issue and she is a very well respected lawyer in the UK, so she is trying to use very carefully this symbolic capital she has in order to help Julian, but she seems pressured that she hasn’t seen him…”
· 18 Feb 2020 Jennifer Robinson (41:40) at press conference:
Our access has been delayed or difficult. Whether it’s about
- 	our ability to get prison visits, 
- 	the time we get with him when we get the prison visits - often I’ll sit there for half an hour or longer into a 2 hour visit because the guards haven’t brought him down yet, so what should be a 2 hour visit is significantly constricted,
- 	we were not allowed to hand him papers in prison for a very long time.
As the result of the work of Gareth Peirce some of those restrictions were lifted.
There has also been problems with access for him to a computer in what is an incredibly complex case with a huge amount of evidence.

So it has materially affected his ability to prepare his case and properly defend himself.
· 

[bookmark: _4q6f3zefygy7]UPDATES from LEGAL TEAM and  KEY SPEAKERS
Including some links to related events and documents
· 25 Aug 2016 Julian Assange spoke about his legal team [YouTube]
“We have 154 lawyers that are on our legal team or staff, or have advised us... All of them are either pro bono or are working at highly reduced rates, or some just for costs. But none-the-less, that’s a big team. The loss of Michael Ratner was a big blow for us. In the US he was our chief counsel.” [The need for donations for legal fees was then discussed.]
· April ?? 2019 Julian Assange made an audio record days prior to his arrest: [Audio]

“What is occuring … It’s not about this protocol. 
What has occured since March 27 - March 28, it’s about something much more serious. It is the Ecuadorian government positioning itself in order to violate the asylum. Positioning itself in terms of its public discourse. 
Gagging me in order to rebut the allegations that it is making public: that it is - apparently - deliberately leaking out to the press:  selective scandalous material. 
It’s all about setting the ground in order to violate the asylum, to hand me over to the United States.”

· 2019 UPDATES
· [bookmark: _dynocyygqg7x]  APRIL 2020. 
· 10 April 2019 Jennifer Robinson & Kristinn Hrafnsson “UK Wikileaks Press Conference: Discovery of 'extensive spying operation' against Assange within the Ecuadorian Embassy” [Ruptly]
· 11 April 2019 Julian Assange arrested inside the Ecuadorian Embassy [Ruptly]
· 11 April 2019 Julian Assange convicted of bail violation
· 11 April 2019 Provisional extradition request from US (1 count) 
-  [DOJ Press Release]
-  [(US) Affidavit in support of a Criminal Complaint and Arrest Warrant (dated 21 Dec 2017) unsealed 11 April 2019] 
-  [Indictment and commentary from K Gosztola]
· 11 April 2019 Jennifer Robinson (outside court)  [BBC] [Global news]
· 11 April 2019 Jennifer Robinson (after court) [Ruptly]
· 11 April 2019 Renata Avila [Democracy Now]
“His arrest is a multi-layered violation of human rights [under international law].and his constitutional rights [under Ecuadorian law].”
· 11 Apr 2019 UK Prime Minister Theresa May says (in parliament):
“I’m sure that the whole House will welcome the news this morning that the Metropolitan Police this morning have arrested Julian Assange - arrested for breach of bail after nearly seven years in the Ecuadorian embassy. He has also been arrested in relation to an extradition request from the US authorities. This is now a legal matter before the courts.
The Home Secretary will make a statement on this later, but I would like to thank the Metropolitan Police for carrying out their duties with great professionalism and to welcome the cooperation of the Ecuadorian government in bringing this matter to a resolution. This goes to show that in the UK, no one is above the law.” [CityNews]
· 12 Apr 2019 Greg Barns (in AU) on the arrest [TRT World]
· 12 Apr 2019 Kristinn Hrafnsson & Jennifer Robinson [RT]
· 12 Apr 2019 Ravina Shamdasani from the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights [UNOHC] [Ruptly] 
“From the OHCHR’s side, what I can say is that we expect all relevant authorities to ensure that Mr. Assange’s right to a fair trial is upheld by the authorities, including any extradition procedures that may take place,”
· 12 Apr 2019 AU Prime Minister Scott Morrison says:
“Julian Assange will get the same Consular assistance that any Austraian would receive.” [Global News]
· 13 Apr 2019 Geoffrey Robertson QC [Going Underground]
· 14 April 2019 Jennifer Robinson [Sophie Ridge, Sky News]  and [CNN]
· 14 April 2019 Ecuador's Human Rights Commission declares Assange asylum expulsion illegal in violation of articles 6, 41, 66.14, and 77 (nationality, asylum, non-refoulement and due process) and predicts Ecuador will be found to have violated international conventions. [tweet] [article ES]
· 14 April 2019 Anne Ramburg (at the time the General Secretary for the Swedish Bar Association) blogs about the Swedish performance over the Assange allegations [AI translation]:

“I fear that the handling of Assange has damaged the reputation of the Swedish judicial system, even though Assange has not actively contributed to any significant extent. That being said, I have sympathy for Assange's concern that Sweden would join the United States in meeting a possible extradition request. If this can only be speculated. …

Let us not forget, that no matter what we think about Assange or the acts he is suspected of, this is something much more. It is about freedom of speech and the rule of law. It is ultimately about the right and moral obligation to reveal war crimes. So did Assange and Wikileaks. The revelations about the US abuse were necessary and extremely important. Would we hand over someone to Germany's Hitler who revealed the presence of concentration camps and genocide. No matter how this knowledge was accessed? I do not think so.” 
· 14 Apr 2019 Chris Williamson MP (outside Belmarsh) [Ruptly]
Quotes::
"The reason why these actions have been taken is because he has drawn attention to the abuses of state power, the war crimes that were perpetrated in Iraq and this is something we should be venerating him for, not actually penalising and punishing him the way the British government is seeking to do now."

Assange is “an ill man” and “”should have been taken to hospital in the back of an ambulance not bundled into the back of the police van into prison.'”
· 24 Apr 2019 Icelandic court has ordered formerly VISA Iceland (now VALITOR) to pay $10m (1.2 bn ISK) in damages for blocking credit card donations to WikiLeaks in 2011. [WL tweet]
· 24 Apr 2019 Wikileaks On the Law of Specialty (whether the US could add new charges after extradition) [WL Tweet]
· 25 Apr 2019 Joe Cannataci UN Rapporteur on Privacy visits Julian Assange in Belmarsh [Ruptly] [DA tweet]
· 26 Apr 2019 Application of [US] Reporters’ Committee to unsealing of the docket in Criminal Case 1:18cr111 - CMH, United States v. Julian Paul Assange, and specific filings therein. 
· 29 Apr 2019 Carlos Poveda Files Complaint before Ecuador’s Attorney General on Ecuadorean Diplomats for Espionage [Telesur] [Video (ES)] [Ruptly]
· [bookmark: _p9cze8wllpbe] MAY 2019.   
· 01 May 2019 Julian Assange mitigation arguments in sentencing hearing
· 01 May 2019 Julian Assange sentenced to 50 weeks in prison for breach of bail
· 01 May 2019 Sentencing remarks of HHJ Deborah Taylor
Note that sentencing remarks reference the cost of police monitoring the embassy, but the Crown Prosecution Service said (in a 10 Dec 2013 email to the Swedish prosecutor Marianne Ny that “”I do not consider costs are a relevant factor in this matter.”
· 01 May 2019 Jennifer Robinson (outside court):

“Today is the first time that a British court has heard detailed evidence about the concerns and the fears that led Mr Assange to seek asylum inside the Ecuadorian embassy. I encourage all of you to take the time to read those submissions that will be made public and to come to your own conclusions about that evidence, and the reasonableness of his decision to go inside the embassy when he chose to do so. 

This case is, and always has been, about the risk of extradition to the US. We’ve been saying since 2010 that that risk is real, and we now have a provisional extradition request from the US. The focus will now be on fighting that extradition request - and that fight starts tomorrow.”  [AP Archive (1)]

“"I think we are all disappointed with the harshness of the sentence which he has been given in light of the evidence that has been put before the judge about his fear of the risk of his extradition to the United States - a risk that has materialised, and which is the concern that drove him into the embassy in the first place.”  [AP Archive (2)]
· 01 May 2019 Kristinn Hrafnsson on the length of the sentence [AP Archive]
“It’s an outrage. It’s almost double the sentencing guideline.”
· 01 May 2019 Juan Branco, Julian’s French lawyer (for May Day in France) said the way forward to help Assange is to apply social pressure to "show that people care about his destiny." [AP Archive]
· 02 May 2019 First procedural hearing re US extradition case (also, ironically, World Press Freedom Day)
· 02 May 2019 Jennifer Robinson and Kristinn Hrafnsson (outside court) [AP Archive] [Ruptly]
· 02 May 2019 Kristin Hrafnsson and Juan Branco [FR] outside the Ecuadorian Embassy [Ruptly]
Re Julian’s pssessions withheld “I consider this a theft so I called the police!”
· 03 May 2019 The UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention [UNWGAD] 
· issued a follow up statement to its Opinion 54/2015, and 
subsequent 21 December 2018 statement
“The Working Group on Arbitrary Detention is deeply concerned about this course of action including the disproportionate sentence imposed on Mr. Assange. The Working Group is of the view that violating bail is a minor violation that, in the United Kingdom, carries a maximum sentence of 12 months in prison, even though the bond related to the bail has been lost in favour of the British Government, and that Mr. Assange was still detained after violating the bail which, in any case should not stand after the Opinion was issued.
 
The Working Group regrets that the Government has not complied with its Opinion and has now furthered the arbitrary deprivation of liberty of Mr. Assange.”
· 03 May 2019 Jennifer Robinson [Real News]
· 08 May 2019 Dr Love gave an interview on [Telesur] (see Health)
· 09 May 2019 Nils Melzer visit Julian at Belmarsh [Ruptly] (See Health)
· 13 May 2019 New (third) Swedish prosecutor Ann Marie Persson reopens Swedish preliminary enquiry saying [see tweet]: [Ruptly],
“I would like to make the following very clear: My decision to reopen the [Assange] preliminary investigation is not the equivalent [of] taking a position on whether or not to indict Assange. This is a matter which we will have to revisit.”
· 13 May 2019 Comment (from Iceland) by Kristinn Hrafnsson [Ruptly]
· 14 May 2019 Baltasar Garzon (in Berlin) [Ruptly (ES)]

Baltasar Garzon, said Sweden has "not a single reason" to reopen a rape case against Assange, during a conference held at the Cervantes Institute in Berlin on Tuesday.
Also noted the very limited hours available to confer with Julian in Belmarsh..
Expressed amazement that Ecuador seems to have agreed to pass Juian Assange’s possession over to the US, as this is in total contradiction to all the laws of asylum.
· 20 May 2019 Swedish Deputy Director of Public Prosecution Eva-Marie Persson submits an application for a detention order to Uppsala District Court, in which she requests the court to detain Julian Assange in his absence. [Document]
· 20 May 2019 Wikileaks Statement: “Ecuador to hand over Assange's entire legal defense to the United States” 
Many quotes included - from UN Special Rapporteur  on Privacy (Joe Cannataci), Wikileaks lawyers: Aitor Martinez, Carlos Poveda and Baltasar Garzon, and Wikileaks editor Kristinn Hrafnsson
· 23 May 2019 US Superseding indictment [Press release] [Indictments]
· 23 May 2019 UN Special Rapporteur on Privacy, Joseph Cannataci, issues statement 
“[He is] is very seriously concerned by reports that the Government of Ecuador is planning to hand over personal belongings of Julian Assange to the United States.

Cannataci wrote to the Government of Ecuador recommending safeguards  that should be in place before any search. He also offered to provide the assistance of impartial experts to monitor the search, and separate information that could be relevant for an eventual criminal process in the United States from information that should be kept private and handed back to Assange. The Special Rapporteur said he was disappointed by the lack of timely response from the Government of Ecuador.

“I have twice formally requested the Government of Ecuador to return Mr. Assange's personal effects to his lawyers, but instead it seems that it intends to hand them over to the US authorities. While I have no problem with search and seizure procedures which are properly carried out under the rule of law, these are very special circumstances on at least two counts: there is more than the right to privacy at stake. Other human rights and especially the freedom of expression are also at risk if some of Mr. Assange's material were to fall into the wrong hands. Mr. Assange dealt with a number of confidential sources and whistleblowers whose identity and privacy should likewise be protected,” said the Special Rapporteur.”
· 24 May 2019 Jennifer Robinson: decries espionage charges as “Grave Threat to Press Freedom” [Democracy Now]
· 27 May 2019 Jonathan Cook lists 17 anomalies in the legal cases related to Julian Assange “Abuses show Assange case was never about law” [Blog]
· 28 May 2019 Per E Samuelson - Swedish court rejects a request to postpone (re Assange ill health) a planned hearing to rule on the detention in absentia of Julian Assange [Reuters] Hearing scheduled for 3 June 2019.
· 31 May 2019 UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, Nils Melzer, issues statement:
“UN expert says "collective persecution" of Julian Assange must end now ” [Ruptly]
Three main concerns:
- His current state of health “which was already alarming when I visited him.”
- “I’m appalled at consistent, sustained and concerted abuse that this man has been exposed to by democratic states over a prolo”nged period of time.”
- ”I’m gravely concerned at the possibility of extradition to the US.”
· [bookmark: _eo3lzjvq1qt1] JUNE 2019.  
· 3 June 2019 District Court Uppsala announces that the request to arrest Wikileaks founder Julian Assange on suspicion  of rape is denied [sverigesradio.se]
 Court does not consider this to be a proportionate measure. The district court shows that Sweden is a rule of law, says Assange's lawyer Per E Samuelson. [svd.se]
· 3 June 2019 Per E Samuelson speaks about court denial of arrest warrant: 
“I think it is a big victory for Julian Assange.It’s also a victory fro Sweden who upheld the rule of law. It’s a defeat for the prosecutors who one again were punished having not conducted the case in a correct way.” [Rupt;y]
· 12 June 2019 John Shipton "Julian Is Being Persecuted Not Prosecuted": [Telesur]
· 13 June 2019 Greg Barns (in Au) on case to extradite Assange [TRT World]
· 13 June 2019 UK Home Secretary Sajid Javid “signed and certified” the extradition order to the US for Julian Assange [Telegraph]
· 14 June 2019 Jennifer Robinson (outside court) [Ruptly] [AP Archive]
· 17 June 2019 Lauri Love (who won his case against extradition to the UK) on the court process [RT]
· 26 Jun 2019 “On the occasion of the International Day in Support of Torture Victims” Nils Melzer published “Demasking the Torture of Julian Assange” [Website]
· 27 June 2019 Jennifer Robinson, Kristinn Hrafnsson, Nils Melzer (UN Rapporteur on Torture), Mads Andenas (UNWGAD),UNHRC in Geneva [#HRC41 from 3:31]
· [bookmark: _8gusc37yxl3r] JULY 2019.  
· 1 July 2019 Stefania Maurizi and lawyers FOIA appeal [tweet] [article] [Ruptly]
· 3 July 2019 Eva-Marie Persson: Sweden won’t issue a European investigation order for Wikileaks Founder Julian Assange right now, “as evidence is still being analyzed.”

I won’t make any final decisions about how to proceed until the analysis has been completed," Deputy Director of Public Prosecution Eva-Marie Persson said in a statement. She will provide more information in August at the earliest.” [Bloomberg]

“A European investigation order is a prerequisite for Persson to question Assange in Britain.
Persson said in June she would issue such an order, after a Swedish court rejected the prosecution authority’s request that Assange be detained, thereby blocking Sweden for the time being from requesting Assange be extradited. 
Persson faces a looming deadline in the case with the statute of limitations set to expire in August 2020.” [Reuters]
· 4 July 2019 Valitor [VISA] settles with Sunshine Press [Wikileaks] in Iceland [article]
· 11 July 2019 JUdge (Lady] Emma Arbuthnot refuses to recuse herself [Article]
· 26 July 2019 Jennifer Robinson [RN Breakfast Full AUDIOand VIDEO Clip]
· 30 July 2019 US District Court Southern District of New York  Opinion and Order  in DNC v Russian Federation et al [inc Wikileaks]
· 31 July 2019 Jennifer Robinson urges PM Scott Morrison and Foreign Minister Marise Payne to raise the issue [of Assange] when they host Mr Pompeo at AUSMIN in Sydney on Sunday. [9News]
· [bookmark: _zbbo0v6da7c0] AUGUST 2019.  
· 07 Aug 2019 John Pilger tweets “Do not forget Julian Assange”
· 09 Aug 2019 Jennifer Robinson (interview) [WSWS] 
re recent US court ruling dismissing the Democratic National Committee [DNC] allegations that WikiLeaks conspired with the Russian government to steal DNC emails and leak them to public.
· 11 Aug 2019 Jennifer Robinson pleads with Australians to bring Assange home [NewDaily]
· 16 Aug 2019 John Shipton interview Melbourne radio station 3CR  [CitizenWells]
Update re visit of Julian’s brother Gabriel to Belmarsh - after which Gabriel sent a letter to the  AU PM Scott Morrison, [Summary]
· 13 Aug 2019 Jennifer Robinson [ANU College of Law]
· 13 Aug 2019 Craig Murray posts “Assange Must Not Also Die in Jail” (after the death of Jeffrey Epstein in a US jail).
· 22 Aug 2019 Stefania Maurizi (in Norway) [We Are Millions] [Transcript]
· [bookmark: _h9j6hccbv6my] SEPTEMBER 2019.   
· 3 Sept 2019 John Pilger speaks at the Roger Waters event (“Wish You Were Here”) outside the UK Home Office [RT] (after visiting Belmarsh a few days earlier)
· 9 Sept 2019 Jennifer Robinson: Assange case “sets terrifying precedent” [MEAA]
· 9 Sept 2019 Swedish Deputy Director of Public Prosecution Eva-Marie Persson provides an update on the Swedish allegations [Website]
“Over the course of the summer, a total of seven witness interviews have been conducted as part of the investigation concerning Julian Assange. An analysis of this material is now underway, after which the public prosecutor will decide how to proceed with the case.”
· 13 Sept 2019 District Judge Vanessa Baraitser rules on post-sentence remand status of Julian Assange. [BBC article]
The BBC reported:
District judge Vanessa Baraitser on Friday told Assange, who appeared by video-link: "You have been produced today because your sentence of imprisonment is about to come to an end. 
"When that happens your remand status changes from a serving prisoner to a person facing extradition."
She said that his lawyer had declined to make an application for bail on his behalf, adding "perhaps not surprisingly in light of your history of absconding in these proceedings".
"In my view I have substantial ground for believing if I release you, you will abscond again."
· 15 Sept 2019 Craig Murray posts “The World’s Most Important Political Prisoner”
Excerpt:
“In applying for political asylum, Assange was entering a different and higher legal process which is an internationally recognised right. A very high percentage of dissident political prisoners worldwide are imprisoned on ostensibly unrelated criminal charges with which the authorities fit them up. Many a dissident has been given asylum in these circumstances. Assange did not go into hiding – his whereabouts were extremely well known. The simple characterisation of this as “absconding” by district judge Vanessa Baraitser is a farce of justice – and like the UK’s repudiation of the UNWGAD report, is an attitude that authoritarian regimes will be delighted to repeat towards dissidents worldwide.

Her decision to commit Assange to continuing jail pending his extradition hearing was excessively cruel given the serious health problems he has encountered in Belmarsh.

It is worth noting that Baraitser’s claim that Assange had a “history of absconding in these proceedings” – and I have already disposed of “absconding” as wildly inappropriate – is inaccurate in that “these proceedings” are entirely new and relate to the US extradition request and nothing but the US extradition request. Assange has been imprisoned throughout the period of “these proceedings” and has certainly not absconded. The government and media have an interest in conflating “these proceedings” with the previous risible allegations from Sweden and the subsequent conviction for bail violation, but we need to untangle this malicious conflation. We have to make plain that Assange is now held for publishing and only for publishing. That a judge should conflate them is disgusting. Vanessa Baraitser is a disgrace.”
· 15 Sept 2019 John Shipton (by phone on MOATS) [George Galloway]
GG: “So as of today, the UK now holds the world’s No 1 Political Prisoner. Am I right?” [Not quite, it appears. One more week to go.]
Shipton was still in Australia at this stage. 
· 16 Sept 2019 John Shipton (in Sydney?) [Stephen Sizer]
Talks about the farcical statements and events that have occurred so far in court related to Julian.
· 19 Sept 2019 Jennifer Robinson on AU PM’s visit to US [SBS video in tweet]
· 22 Sept 2019 Julian Assange’s detention ended in relation to his sentence for breach of bail (half of sentence served, per guidelines).
· 24 Sept 2019 John Shipton (print interview) [Strategic Culture]
· 26 Sept 2019 John Shipton (in Stockholm, Sweden) [News Voice]
· 28 Sept 2019 John Shipton received the Gavin MacFadyen Award on behalf of his son at a rally outside the Belmarsh prison [Ruptly] [EF Press]
· 30 Sept 2019 Courage Foundation notes [at Defend Wikileaks] notes:
“There have been no noticeable changes to Julian Assange’s prison conditions or treatment since his bail sentence ended on 22 September and his imprisonment on remand for the United States’ extradition request began the following day. [Defend Wikileaks}
· [bookmark: _hhi602mlywve] OCTOBER 2019.  
· 2 Oct 2019 John Shipton (in German Bundestag, Berlin). [Ruptly short version]
· 2 Oct 2019 John Shipton, and deputy leader of Die Linke Sevim Dagdelen hold a joint press conference at the German Bundestag [Ruptly] 
“Julian’s currently in Belmarsh prison,which is a Grade A maximum security prison. I’ve known - as you can imagine - Julian for quite a long time, and I’ve never seen him hit anybody actually, although he has great courage and he stands up to people. It is incomprehensible to put this strong-minded intellectual with a gentle nature, quite sweet man actually, into a maximum security prison, and then grade him Grade B, so that he is 22-23 hours a day in solitary confinement … He’s now on remand …  As a remand prisoner he gets a few more benefits. He can get more visitors, and he will have access to a gym, and access to some means to defend himself in the case arriving in February.” 

[Also discusses asylum and why German parliamentarians, journalists and people should be concerned at the way international conventions have been breached in Julian’s case, and at US attempts at extraterritorial reach.]

Asked about the extradition process John Shipton replied:
“I can just say what happens:
- First of all is the Magistrates Court [that deals with extraditions] … That will probably start in February [2020].
- The next court is the High Court. That preparation will take another year.
- The next court after that is the Supreme Court. And that preparation is longer - maybe 18mths to two years.
- After that is appeal to the European courts which is another 2 years, if you’re lucky.
So you can say that it’ll be 3-5 years on remand. Unless …[governments, journalists and people apply pressure and actually do the analysis of what is actually happening to Julian, as it will happen to them.
· 2 Oct 2019 John Shipton (at the Brandenburg Gate) [Ruptly] All speeches [RT]
· 2 Oct 2019 Carlos Poveda (in Ecuador) [Ruptly]
Carlos Poveda attended a private hearing at Quito's Criminalistics Department on Wednesday, where the WikiLeaks founder's seized electronic devices were to be extracted and reviewed.

Poveda said, "We asked for copies of the devices, and the judge declined it." According to Poveda, the judge's refusal was "against the Inter-American [Convention] on Criminal Assistance, the Ecuadorian constitution and law."

Poveda also noted that "there is a possibility to sue the Ecuadorian state," which he said they would proceed with "in the next few days."
· In October 2019 Dr Love again spoke out (at Brown University) - (See Health)
· 09 Oct 2019 John Shipton interview [Going Underground] (having visited Julian in the morning for an hour)
“As you would expect he was a bit down in the dumps, and disturbed by the ceaseless and intensifying persecution of him that has gone on now for 9 years.He;s still in the hospital wing and there is activity and action to improve his circumstances. He still spends 22 hrs a day in solitary, and only recently has been given court papers to prepare his case.”

Asked about support for Julian: “In Stockholm,- I was there last week -  support is strong, particularly among a section of that society…. Germany, support there is very strong …[Vigils in Berlin, Dusseldorf, Cologne, Frankfurt] …”

Discussion about where hope could come from, emphasising the UK judiciary “exercising their independence from the US,”

Shipton confirmed that Julian was aware of the Spanish case and the story in El Pais, but said he hadn’t discussed that with him. He notes that the alleged CIA live video feed from the embassy was also a scandal for Australia, because they are a member of FIVE EYES. So it is a scandal if they knew about it, and if they didn’t.

Recent actions of the Australian government are discussed.
· 11 Oct 2019 Emmy Butlin at short court appearance (by videolink) [Ruptly]
"We were shocked at the deterioration of his appearance, and we're here to support free speech, freedom of the press and Julian Assange"said Emmy Butlin, a member of Julian Assange Defence Committee.
· 12 Oct 2019 M.I.A. visit to Belmarsh (see below)
· 15 Oct 2019 Nils Melzer (at UN Press briefing): Assange exposed to "psychological torture" [Ruptly] 
"I visited him [Julian Assange] with two medical experts, we came to the conclusion that he has been exposed to psychological torture for a prolonged period of time. That's a medical assessment. We asked for all the involved States to investigate this case and to alleviate the pressure that has been done on him," Melzer said. 
He added that none of the nations involved in the case had begun an investigation, despite their responsibility to do so under the UN Convention on Torture. 
· 15 Oct 2019 Nils Melzer speaks at Columbia University  
- see videotape aired 22 Nov 2019  [Democracy Now] (Included transcript)
· 21 Oct 2019 Wikileaks
-  Wikileaks Press Release Regarding Julian Assange's Case Management Hearing
-  Information Note from his solicitors Bimberg Peirce and Partners [Gareth Peirce]
· 23 Oct 2019 John Pilger interview [Going Underground] [Twitter Moment]
· 23 Oct 2019 Chris Willimaon MP  [Going Underground] 
· 24 Oct 2019 The The National Coordinating Committee of the Libertarian Party condemns unequivocally the extradition of Julian Assange. [Statement]
“The Courts and British Government should uphold the integrity of a Free Press. 
The Libertarian Party demands that the extradition application is refused and terminated. 

The one sided extradition treaty negotiated by the Blair Government has seen a number of British Citizens extracted from this country to face trial and imprisonment, while Americans who are involved in fatal car accidents in the UK are removed from the country and protected by the US President and the British Government colludes with them in leaving the country.  [...] 
The Libertarian Party calls for the protection of the Free Press in a written constitution.”
· 31 Oct 2019 Stefania Maurizi and lawyers win FOIA appeal. [tweet]
· [bookmark: _h816v2oyjnlr] NOVEMBER 2019.  
· 1 Nov 2019 Nils Melzer gave another official statement.(See Health)
· 5 Nov 2019 John Shipton speaks at M.I.A. concert for Julian outside the UK Home Office with Dylan Shipton (Julian’s cousin). John Shipton visited Julian in Belmarsh in  the afternoon. [Ruptly] 
“From Belmarsh, Julian sends his greetings and appreciation for your strength and determination to free him from Belmarsh and allow him to return to the bosom of his family. Family are gathered here in London to carry the fight forward. We are faced here with a great task, all of us together, to ensure that Julian is freed from the persecution that’s gone on now for 9 years.

Not only can we win, but let me tell you - we are winning. The NYT editorial that he ought not to be extradited, the Guardian at last coming around, seeing the light - that Julian ought not to be extradited, the Parliament coming around in Australia, and forming a group saying that Julian ought to return home to Australia as quickly as possible. The Italian government, who I met on Thursday are forming a committee to encourage the UK government to bring Julian home. The German government. Geneva, the UN. All of these people - with you and us …”

· 5 Nov 2019 John Pilger (who was at the last court hearing) [Real News]
· 5 Nov 2019  Renata Avila, Stefania Maurizi, Joseph Farrell, ‘The Future of Press Freedom: The Case of Wikileaks - Decode Symposium’ Turin, Italy. [Vimeo]
· 7 Nov 2019 John Shipton (in Italian senate, Rome) [claudio commenardi]
Shipton responds to questions,and speaks about Nils Meltzer’s report, the FOIA’s showing the CPS kept the Swedish case going. He describes the value of the Wikileaks library, using the Chagos Islands case to show how transparency has brought about justice, and about increasing the knowledge of the world about our real history.
· 7 Nov 2019 Noam Chomsky interviewed by Patrick Farnsworth: “The Greatest Challenge To State Power: Journalism In Our Time” [Audio]  [Transcript]
· 7 Nov 2019 Jake Lynch [Video] Maxine Water [Video] [Tweet] [Article] at the Oxford Campaign to Defend Julian Assange 
· 8 Nov 2019 [DE] Juan Branco calls for a political solution to Julian Assange’s situation [Heise Online]
· 13 Nov 2019 Senator Peter Whish-Wilson tables petition (with over 200k signatures to bring Assange home).in Australian Senate [tweet]
· 13 Nov 2019 Pamela Anderson write Open Letters to AU PM Scott Morrison and POTUS Donald Trump [Herald Sun]
· 14 Nov 2019 Clare Daly, Nils Meltzer [31:50], Bob Carr,  John Shipton, David Greeme (EFF) and more in the European parliament: “Journalism is not a crime)” [GUENGL]  [THREAD]

Nils Melzer speech [Unofficial transcription] [0:29:40 to 0:51:27]

Nils Melzer: In response to Q&A from the floor [1:31:50]
“On what basis did I ask [UK] for his release?”
Lists: 
- UNWGAD decision;
- “and his imprisonment in the Uk from the outset, and in relation to the ‘bail violation’ is arbitrary”... “because he was seeking and received asylum from another UN member state. That is not a crime ...”; 
- “Now his deprivation of liberty is based only on a ‘possible risk of absconding’ during the extradition proceedings … it is very important we look at what is the purpose of detention. The deprivation of liberty is arbitrary if it is not necessary and proportionate for the purpose that it serves. I don’t think there is any necessity and proportionality in the current conditions that are being imposed …”
- “Also, because of his current state of health, which is becoming so critical …”
“... and so I have asked the UK government to release him immediately and, if the US extradition proceeding is to go on, although I don’t think there is any prospect of a lawful resolution of that in favour of an extradition, … then his presence has to be secured in a different way ...”

On Julian’s ‘isolation’:
- “The way he is being coerced & confined & isolated & surveilled - in accumulation - certainly amounts, in my view, to ‘cruel and inhuman and degrading treatment’ - it is not necessary and there is no legal basis for it, and it it is not proportionate to any lawful purpose …” 

 On what legal actions could be taken to help stop Assange's torture in a UK prison: 
- "You don't have to wait for extradition … You can take that [his treatment] to Strasbourg. You can take it to the Committee Against Torture ...These are questions about procedural tactics and I am not his defence counsel and I don’t want to make any recommendations  ..."
- “Obviously my mandate is one of those international mechanisms and I am certainly very engaged in the case for the reasons I explained.”

On what can we do, or MPs in each country, do:
"Insist in the RULE OF LAW. This man’s procedural rights have been violated by all involved states in every jurisdiction, and in every step of the procedures. … You can read my letters. They are all public.”
"When I ask, as a UN Official, that states explain to me how they think [their treatment of Assange] is lawful in the light of their HR obligations, they just respond 'We have no further comment.' Two are EU states - Sweden & UK. [more]
How far have we sunk?" [at 1:37:27]

"If the only way [a Foreign Secretary (Jeremy Hunt)] responds in 5 mths is to send a tweet ... he is not taking my mandate seriously. He is not taking my report seriously. They are not investigating my observations. 
And that, to me, is of utmost concern for the international community - when states will no longer engage with the institutions they created to protect human rights."

Reporting: [SW Efolket]
· 14 Nov 2019 ANALYSIS of “Front Page Coverage of Julian Assange's Court Hearing 21 Oct” [Dropbox PDF]
· 14 Nov 2019 Conflict of Interest Report re Lady Emma Arbuthnot, the Westminster chief magistrate overseeing the extradition proceedings of Julian Assange - husband - Lord, Arbithnot. [Real Clear Investigations] [Sputnik 23 Nov 2019]
· 15 Nov 2019 Conflict of Interest Report re Lady Emma Arbuthnot, the Westminster chief magistrate overseeing the extradition proceedings of Julian Assange - son, Alexander Arbithnot. [Real Clear Investigations]  [Sputnik 23 Nov 2019]
· 15 Nov 2019 Jennifer Robinson in Sydney AU at PEN’s “Day of the Imprisoned Writer” [VIDEO] [Tweet] [WSWS]
Update on health and wellbeing [2;37]
-  “I was with Julian Tues [12 Nov] just before I came here.”
- “His health has obviously significantly and seriously deteriorated …”
- JR notes that earlier the Ecuadorian embassy had sought permission for Julian to seek help for medical treatment - ie safe passage - and was denied that by the UK government:  “Effectively making him choose between his right to asylum and his right to healthcare”]
- He;s still on the Belmarsh healthcare ward, where “he is in effective isolation, at least 20 hours a day”
- Quotes from Nils Melzer’s report.

On whether he has the legal support he needs:[4:33]
- “Since he’s been in prison there has been an ongoing fight about being able to bring [legal] papers in for him ... 
- … mail was going missing, so it was taking weeks for anything we sent to him to reach him, so he was without papers. …
- After a significant fight we are now able to hand him over the papers when we see him in prison, but …
- … he doesn’t have adequate facilities … [to prepare responses or assist in his huge case] to properly defend himself.”

On the legal team [5:34]
“We have a specialist extradition legal team, with some of the best extradition QCs in the country working to defend Julian …”
- Notes that an appeal for more time before the Feb 2020 hearing was denied by the magistrate.
- [If the magistrates rules positively on the extradition] “there is a right of appeal, all the way to the Supreme Court”
- Notes that Julian has “completed his sentence for ‘breach of bail’ and is now being held ‘on remand’ in prison, at the request of the US govt, pending the outcome of the extradition process. ”
- “This process could take three years.”

On what it is like to be in prison [6:47]
- JR describes the process of visiting Julian
On the role of the US govt in the proceedings [8:24]
- The UK govt is the applicant and the US govt is represented through them “... ats as the agent of the US govt

QD “Is the Australian govt providing more than what is known as Consular Assistance?” [9:09]
- JR “Absolutely not.”
- JR discusses “what the AU govt has FAILED to do over the last nine years.”
- “The AU govt has not, as far as I am aware, raised ANY objection to the treatment of Julian Assange by the US, or their indictment of him under the Espionage Act ....”
- “Now we are in a position where the AU govt is uniquely positioned to raise concerns about his treatment …” [10:22]
- “The Au govt couldn’t interfere in the court proceedings, but certainly the AU govt can be making representations to the govt of the UK […] both to the UK govt and the US govt.”

On the US indictment [12:20]
- Discusses the publications on which the indictments are based, and the indictments themselves.
- Mentions the role of Chelsea Manning in providing the information [to applause]
- “I think it’s important to recognise the Public Interest in those publications ,and what we learned from them.”
- Describes court cases that relied on the publications, and prizes won by Wikileaks and Julian for the publications. Also important for promotion peace - Julian has been nominated 7 times for the Nobel Peace prize in relation to the importance of these publications.
- Discusses the precedent the indictments set for investigative journalism.
- Discusses the allegations - in the indictment - of Julian’s ‘irresponsibility’, and Wikileaks redaction and harm minimisation processes, as well as the concept of ‘harm to national security’ which is alleged in relation to these publications. 
- Mentions that the Cables came to be published unredacted due to a Guardian journalist publishing the password to the unredacted files. [16:54]
- “We have not heard of anyone who has actually been harmed [by publication]”
- Quotes US reports that releases were “embarrassing but not damaging””to national security.

On the US-UK Extradition Treaty [21:43] [UK site]  [US site]
- Article 4 says “Extradition cannot be permitted if the alleged offence is, by definition, political.”
- This has already been raised in proceedings and will be raised again in Feb 2010.
- JR; “There will be other defences raised, but for obvious reasons, we aren’t going to be disclosing what they are.” [22:58]

Is there any hope of preventing the extradition? [23:19]
- “This case is so without precedent that it is very difficult to predict what will happen.”

On David Morales and the UC Global Spanish Security company that conducted 24/7 video spying on Assange and his lawyers, doctors, and visitors in the Ecuadorian embassy - for Ecuador and the CIA.[23:44]   [El Pais] [WL Press Conf]
- This case is currently in the Spanish courts. 

On “Is Juliaan Assange a journalist?” 
And “Will he benefit from First Amendment protection in the US? [25:28]
- “Julian is a card-carrying member of the MEAA (Australian Union of journalists), and a recognised journalist.”
- “He has written books, engaged in all kinds of journalistic practices …”
- “I have had this debate with a number of quite prominent members of the media in this country [Australia] and they are very certain of what a journalist is NOT, and it’s NOT Julian Assange. But if I ask them how to define what a journalist is, they are unable to do it.”
- Regardless “the First Amendment applies to all.”
- Discusses the expressed attitudes of the Trump Administration (and his possible replacements, if impeached).

On what the people of Australia can do to assist Julian Assange [29:02]
- Notes the recent statement of ABC Alumni [Article]
- Notes that Julian hears about events supporters stage
- Please write to MPs and Senators. “”Put sufficient pressure on officials to take action.”
- Draws a parallel with what has been happening to AU journalists in AU 
- Displays the Statement of the Walkley Foundation when Julian & Wikileaks won the Walkley Award (in 2011)
- Notes that Andrew Wilie has formed a x-party support group for Assange in parliament.
- 200k signatures on a petition was presented to the Senate yesterday
 
On nine years of international legal action against Julian Assange [38:01]
- Lists some of the many things which have been done to Julian over those 9 years
- “It’s a privilege to have worked with him, and to have worked with some of the lawyers I have worked with on this case. Some of the best Human Rights lawyers in the world have come to his defence … It’s certainly not easy, but compared to what Julian is going through .. We all just crack on. ”

From questions from the floor;

On whether conditions of imprisonment are affecting Julian’s fitness to stand trial [42:08]
- Past conditions in the embassy and current conditions have seriously affected his health. “Whether that is sufficient to affect his ability to stand trial remains to be seen.”

Will a change of leadership in UK or US govts affect Julian’s case? [43:13]
- “Potentially.”
- “In the UK Jeremy Corbyn has already made clear that he does not think Julian Assange should be extradited. There is limited discretion for the Home Secretary to prevent extradition”

Did the AU High Commission block Julian’s access to Consular Support, or did he refuse their help? [44:23]
- “Julian has continued to request Consular Assistance.”
- “What is needed in this case is more than Consular Assistance.It’s the AU govt actually making political representations to the US and the UK. THAT’s what they are refusing to do.”

Re Judge Emma Arbuthnot [44:58]
- Jen Robinson confirmed that Lady Arbuthnot “would not be sitting on the [US Extradition] case going forward” but that it was not yet known which judge would preside.

Do the “sexual abuse” allegations taint support for Julian, or are people able to separate the issues? [45:29]
- “I do think the Swedish case has had the impact of splitting support for Julian in ways that are really unfortunate.”
- That case was only ever at Preliminary Investigation stage. He’s never been charged.
- The case has not progressed, nor do we expect it to.

Impact of the US having capital punishment.[46:06]
- “At this point he’s not facing capital punishment.”

What is the likelihood of Julian’s conditions in prison improving?[46:40]
- “That’s an ongoing battle.”
- “The conditions in Belmarsh prison are a real problem, and it speaks to the issue of austerity cuts and the like, and I know that there are ongoing concerns and questions being asked about Julian’s conditions.

If Julian is released, will he return to Wikileaks or will he retire? [47:08]
- Öne step at a time…. Getting him out of prison would be a good start.”

Impact on Jen Robinson [47:36]
- “There have been so many injustices against him, that retaining a sense of outrage at each one, and not allowing them to become normalised, has been a constant battle.”
- There have also been accusations against his lawyers, and they have been spied on.
- “It’s oppressive, and sometimes overwhelming.”

Belmarsh court has only 3 public seats. Can the Feb 2020 be moved to Westminster Court where there are more public seats?  [49:42]
- [Sidestepped.]
- Public support is so important, and “I think it’s great that so many people continue to turn up, to be there, because open justice is so important in making sure the judiciary does its job.”

How do you protect yourself and your personal communications? [50:35]
- Hmm, really?
- Speaks about surveillance and the Spanish case of spying.
- Also encryption, and going back to pre-internet methods of communication.
- QD: “There’s no such thing as legal professional privilege any more.”
- JR: “Well there is, and there ought to be. And  it’s a shame that democratic govts are no longer respecting that as a fundamental principle. ”

Could the charges of receiving and obtaining govt secrets also be levelled against the NYT over the same documents?[52:18]
- “Of course they could.”
· 15 Nov 2019 Roger Stone found guilty of five counts of lying to Congress. One was lying about having a “back channel” to Wikileaks and Julian Assange (through Randi Credico). [BBC]  [RT]  [Tweet] [Randy Credico interview [Transcript]
· 18 Nov 2019 Julian made a very brief appearance, by videolink, at a case management hearing at Westminster Court.
It is reported that:
“Gareth Peirce alerted the court to the fact that Julian Assange now has access to a computer at Belmarsh but not one that's suitable for his needs.” [tweet]
Also
“Gareth Pierce,[sic] … who is acting for Assange, told the Judge that she wanted to put on record  that a "major impediment is Mr Assange’s ability to access the materials he need to prepare his case.” 
She explained that while the prison authorities at Belmarsh prison have finally provided her client with a computer, “after months of battle," the computer is “not suitable for the purpose for which he needs it.” [M.A.E.]
· 18 Nov 2019 Stefania Maurizi outlines the vast extent of the spying on Assange and his lawyers, doctors, visitors, in the Embassy. [La Repubblica]
She reports that:
“Spanish lawyer Aitor Martinez, one of the lawyers in Julian Assange's legal team filmed by UC Global, tells Repubblica: "Over the years Mr. Assange and his defense team held legal meetings inside the embassy. Those meetings were protected by the lawyer-client relationship and the fundamental right to defense. However we can see those meetings were spied on, according to the videos published by different media . Under these conditions, it is clear that extradition must be denied. We hope that British justice understands the scope of what has happened and denies extradition as soon as possible”.”
· 18 Nov 2019 Good summary of the “Swedish frame-up” published (using the Nils Melzer letter to Sweden) [WSWS]
· 18 Nov 2019 Report on the cross-party Parliamentary “Bring Assange Home””group in Australia, and the 200k petition presented to the Senate. [The Monthly]
· 18 Nov 2019 Detailed information for people wanting to attend the extradition case; “What will the Press and the Public face in February 2020 at Belmarsh Magistrates Court?” [WiseUp]
· 18 Nov 2019 FOIA reply from UK CPS costs to date GBP 59k [via Tweet 19 Jan 2020]
· 19 Nov 2019 Melbourne, AU, Jennifer Robinson speaking for another “Day of the Imprisoned Writer” event [Tweet] PEN Melbourne have confirmed that there was no audio or video recording made of this session. {Maybe they thought JR was there just for their entertainment.) [WSWS]

“‘The media needs to take a stand against criminalisation of its work.’ Jennifer Robinson speaking with @barriecassidy about treatment of Assange, her role in his ongoing defence, and future of journalism ”  [Tweet]
· 19 Nov 2019 at 2pm. Sweden: Deputy Director of Public Prosecution Eva-Marie Persson holds a press conference on the Assange case. [Invitation]
“At the press conference, the prosecutor will inform about the investigative measures taken and provide new information.” English translations will be provide
· 19 Nov 2019 Sweden drops the ‘rape allegations’against Julian Assange. [Swedish Official website]  [Press conference Ruptly]  [DefendAssange Statement]  [RT]  [BBC]  [SMH]  [SEP-UK]  [Guardian]  [The Age]  [NYT]  [C21st Wire]

Official Statement:
“Deputy Director of Public Prosecution Eva-Marie Persson has today decided to discontinue the investigation regarding Julian Assange. The reason for this decision is that the evidence has weakened considerably due to the long period of time that has elapsed since the events in question.”

"I would like to emphasise that the injured party has submitted a credible and reliable version of events. Her statements have been coherent, extensive and detailed; however, my overall assessment is that the evidential situation has been weakened to such an extent that that there is no longer any reason to continue the investigation," says Eva-Marie Persson, Deputy Director of Public Prosecution.”

During the Press Conference: [Video]

“After conducting a comprehensive assessment of what has emerged during the course of the preliminary investigation I then make the assessment that the evidence is not strong enough to form the basis for filing an indictment,””

[NOTE: A version of the Swedish official interviews is available online]

RESPONSES:

DefendAssange calls on everyone to focus on the  immediate priority- the next case [tweet]:
“We encourage everyone to be forward looking and deal with our differences after we succeed in stopping the US extradition of Assange.”

Nils Melzer [tweet]
“Today’s collapse of Sweden’s Assange investigation was inevitable. Given its gross arbitrariness, there must now be a full investigation, and accountability & compensation for the harm inflicted on Julian Assange.”

Jonathan Cook on “covering arse” [tweet]

Renata Avila (@avilarenata) is currently available for interviews by the press [tweet]

Wikileaks [tweet]
“While the world knows Julian's name has been cleared in Sweden, he is sitting in a cell in Belmarsh prison, probably unaware of the news. The Prison cancelled all visits today.”

Craig Murray [tweet/video]
“"Today, the prosecutor, Ms Persson, was an absolute disgrace ... disgusting and reprehensible. The Swedish people should be ashamed of her - should be ashamed of the entire way they have been played by the CIA  … 
Everybody in Sweden  should be deeply, deeply ashamed today."

Yanis Varoufakis [tweets] re missing apology, and Guillaume Long re UK’s statements at the time Julian entered the embassy:
“UK officials told me we were deluded. “Nothing to do with WikiLeaks, just the case in Sweden.” Now Assange is in Belmarsh, facing possible extradition. Lies”

More on [Defend WikiLeaks]
· 19 Nov 2019 Darebin Council [AU] offers support for Julian Assange [Statement]
“Darebin Council will write to Foreign Affairs Minister Marise Payne requesting the Australian Federal Government immediately step in to ensure Julian Assange’s human rights are being upheld by British authorities while he is being held in the United Kingdom.

Mr Assange is an Australian citizen and former Darebin resident, having previously lived in Thornbury. Darebin Council is requesting the Federal Government act as if Mr Assange was being held in Iran, Egypt, Cambodia or Indonesia. They must not turn a blind eye to the violation of any Australian's human rights, just because it is occurring in the West.”
Follow up interview (21 Nov) with Louise Bennet [Tweet video] in 5 parts
· 20 Nov 2019 Greg Barns [AU] [SMH Op Ed]
“We need to ask ourselves why the focus is not on the crimes perpetrated by those involved in war crimes. Why is an Australian citizen being subjected to US espionage laws even though he was never on US soil? More importantly, why should an Australian citizen have allegiance to the US?
Australia and the Morrison government now face the stark choice. Do we defend an Australian citizen facing rendition and an effective death sentence, because of Trump – a President facing impeachment. Or do we abandon him?”
· 20 Nov 2019 Ross Cameron (AU) Radio interview [2GB]
· 20 Nov 2019 Joe Corré (son of Vivienne Westood) is appealing to the Clooney Foundation (‘Trial Watch’) for help for Julian’s case. No reply has been received yet. [Going Underground]]
· 20 Nov 2019 Brussels Balthazar Garzón and Stefania Maurizi on “Violations of International Law & Spying” at screening of "Hacking Justice" in the Int’nl Documentary Festival  [Film Preview]  [tweet] [Website] [Image] [Film]
[Event VIDEO to come?]
· 21 Nov 2019 Oslo John Shipton “Can Assange be Rescued?” (hosted by Norwegian PEN) [Tweet] [PressRelease11 Apr 2019]  [Image] [Facebook VIDEO at 7:01] [Tweet] re Glacier

Q: How can people best help?  [54:03]
A “There’s two things you can do, and one of them is very pleasant:
- One is just have dinner parties, and bring your friends to the truth. That makes momentum of its own ...”
- In Oslo, ensure that the Peace Prize Committee re-reads the bequest that Alfred Nobel made, and get it right … And then Julian and Chelsea Manning and Edward Snowden would be nominated. No-one has done more, or suffered more, for peace.
· 21 Nov 2019 Panel discuss “Media Propaganda”” -  Lee Camp, Max Blumenthal, Margaret Kimberly & Aaron Maté applaud Julian Assange and celebrate WikiLeaks  [YouTube]
· 21 Nov 2019 Slavoj Zizek visited Julian in prison [Spectator]

All the guards were very kind and repeatedly emphasized that everything they do is for our own good. For example, Assange is in solitary confinement 23 hours per day. He has to eat all his meals alone in his cell, and when he is allowed out for an hour he can’t meet other prisoners. The communication with a guard who accompanies him is reduced to a minimum. Why such severe treatment since he is now just in protective custody? ...

The explanation I was given was a predictable one: it is for his own good — since he is a traitor hated by many, he may be attacked if he mixes with other people. But the craziest case of this ‘care’ happened when Assange’s assistant, who accompanied me, brought me a cup of coffee which was put onto a table where Julian and I were sitting. I took off the plastic cover of the cup, took a sip and then put the cup back on the table without putting on the plastic cover back on; within seconds a guard approached and signaled to me with a hand gesture (very kindly, it is a humanist prison if there ever was one) that I should put the cover back on the cup of coffee. I did as I was told, but I was slightly surprised by this demand and asked a member of staff when leaving the prison why it was given. 

The explanation was again a warm human one — something like: ‘It is for your own good and protection, sir. You were sitting at a table with a dangerous prisoner, probably prone to violent acts, and seeing between the two of you an open cup of hot coffee into your face…’ I felt warmth in my heart at being so well protected ...

· 21 Nov 2019 Wikileaks launches the new Campaign site “DON’T EXTRADITE ASSANGE: Protests, Events, Petitions …”  [Webpage]
· 21 Nov 2019 Baltasar Garzon interview [FR] [L’Echo]
· 22 Nov 2019 New York Margaret Kunstler, Aaron Mate [3:48], Nathan Fuller (Courage Foundation) [8:32], Amy Goodman [10:15], Barry J Pollack [21:57] and others at US @orbooks Debut Gala for 'In Defense of Julian Assange' 
[Image]  [YouTube]  [Thread]

MK: “What is happening is the Powers That Be are upping the ante - charging a journalist with espionage is eating the First Amendment. It’s outrageous. The First Amendment doesn’t allow for an espionage charge. The entire indictment violates the First Amendment.

And anyone who is a journalist, who is sensitive to this, knows that this is a total threat to news-gathering, to giving out information, and to educating people about what is happening. It’s a total threat.

And on the other side of it, Julian is being housed in a prison as if he is a terrorist. So this is really upping the ante ..

Secrecy is power, and Julian’s ability to inform people has really saved many people. If you read in this book, Jen Robinson … describes how the work Julian has done has saved her clients. And she’s really thrilled, because she gets to use the information that he puts out …

It’s a wonderful book, and I hope you all purchase it, and share it, and use it as a tool - the way other people are.”
· 22 Nov 2019 Amy Goodman with a lengthy video recording of  Nils Meltzer speaking at Columbia University 15 Oct 2019 [Democracy Now] (Includes transcript)
· 22 Nov 2019 Amy Goodman with Margaret Kunstler (US) & Tariq Ali.(London) .[Democracy Now] (Includes transcript) [meme] 
· 23 Nov 2019 London Tariq Ali , John Pilger, Vivienne Westwood, Lisa Longstaff and others at @orbooks Launch, 'In Defense of Julian Assange' [Defend Assange] [Ruptly] [Transcripts (WIP)] [RT]  [Thread]  [Sputnik] 

John Pilger [Independent Australia]
· 23 Nov 2019 Doctors’ Petition - Open letter to UK Home Secretary Priti Patel and UK Shadow Home Secretary Diane Abbott - 
[DoctorsForAssange]  [Letter]

News broken by [Consortium News]

Full versions of the letter: [Tweet]
- English  [Medium}
- French   [Medium]  [LeGrandSoir]
- German [Medium]   [WSWS]
- Spanish 

Articles with link to letter:  [WSWS1]  [WSWS2] [WSWS3] [WSWS4]  [RT]  [ZeroHedge] [CBS] [WashingtonExaminer]  [TheHill  [GlobalResearch]  [TheCanary]  [SarahWestall] [SarahWestall podcast] [Common Dreams]

No link but good coverage of issues [TheAustralian] [21Wire Video] [21Wire Audio with Lissa Johnson from 32:30] [Tweet Lissa Johnson clip]   [RTFrance video]
Followup interview with a signatory [RT-US]

Articles without link to letter: [SMH] [Guardian]  [Adadarana]  [Metro]  [Ulkomaat]  [Montreal]  [SuedDeutsche]  [Focus]  [BusinessStandard]  [EdNews]  [DeccanChronicle]  [Blick]  [PressAndJournal]  [AP]   [LA4tmx]  [NDTV]  [RepublicWorld] [DailyMail]  [Independent]  [ABC]  [7News]]  [Clarin]  [Spiegel  [VTV]]  [Jyllands]  [20Minutes] [aljazeera] [hindustantimes]  [DailyBeast]  [cnbc]  [NYT]  [Sky] [EveningStandard]  [DW]  [WaPo]  [RTE]  [LeSoir]  [Time]  [NYPost]  [TVN-2]  [FullCourtPress] [TalkRadio] [LondonEconomic]  [Tagesschau] [DailyCaller]  [21Wire]  [aftonbladet]  [zeit]  [LeMonde] [TheMalaysianInsight]  [TruePundit]  

Signed by 67 doctors
EXCERPTS
Conclusion
“Medical doctors have a professional duty to report suspected torture of which they become aware, wherever it may be occurring. That professional duty is absolute and must be carried out regardless of risk to reporting doctors. We wish to put on record, as medical doctors, our collective serious concerns and to draw the attention of the public and the world to this grave situation.

The World Health Organisation Constitution of 1946 envisages ‘the highest attainable standard of health as a fundamental right of every human being.’20 We are indebted to those who have sought to uphold this right in the case of Mr Assange.

From a medical point of view, on the evidence currently available, we have serious concerns about Mr Assange’s fitness to stand trial in February 2020. Most importantly, it is our opinion that Mr Assange requires urgent expert medical assessment of both his physical and psychological state of health. Any medical treatment indicated should be administered in a properly equipped and expertly staffed university teaching hospital (tertiary care). Were such urgent assessment and treatment not to take place, we have real concerns, on the evidence currently available, that Mr Assange could die in prison. The medical situation is thereby urgent. There is no time to lose.”
From Addendum:
It is likely that the aforementioned climate of fear and intimidation severely compromised the medical care available to Mr Assange, even within the Embassy, and given all the other concerns surrounding the extraordinary treatment of Mr Assange it is difficult to conclude other than that the creation of that climate of fear and intimidation was deliberate. If it was deliberate, we as medical doctors condemn such behaviour as reckless, dangerous and cruel. That all this has been played out in the heart of London for many years is a source of great sadness and shame to many of us.
· 23 Nov 2019 UPDATE on the Arbuthnot conflicts of interest [Sputnik]
· 24 Nov 2019 John Pilger: “The Lies About Assange Must Stop Now” [ConsortiumNews] [Mint Press]
· 25 Nov 2019 Filmmaker James Ricketson speaks out [SMH]  [Tweet]
JR (who spent 15 months as a political prisoner in a Cambodian jail) has implored Prime Minister Scott Morrison to "pick up the phone" to his British counterpart to ensure Julian Assange does not die in prison.
· 25 Nov 2019 Pamela Anderson has made a direct plea to AU PM Scott Morrison to help Julian Assange [SMH]
· 25 Nov 2019 Democracy Now in Doctors’ Petition [article] More coming?
· 26 Nov 2019 RT UPDATE on Doctors’ Petition [RT Video] [RT Tweet] [RT Article]
· 26 Nov 2019 Op Ed by George Galloway: “Justice blind or blinded by titles? A tale of Prince Andrew and Julian Assange” [RT}
· 26 Nov 2019 Jennifer Robinson tweets re encouraging comment from Anthony Albanese - leader of AU Opposition (Labour) [tweet] 
· 26 Nov 2019 Report from the Bring Julian Assange Home Parliamentary Group (AU) [Website]
“The Group is unanimously and strongly of the view that the US extradition request of Mr Assange be rescinded and that he be allowed to return to Australia.

“The Group agreed that Mr Christensen and I would write to the United States Ambassador to Australia and the British High Commissioner to Australia seeking to meet with them to discuss how Mr Assange can be brought back to Australia as quickly as possible.”

Report: [News.com] Missing video of  WilkieMP here: [Tweet]
· 27 Nov 2019 Greg Barns in AU “Julian Assange's unlikely, powerful friends” [ABC Audio]
· 27 Nov 2019 Parliament House, Brisbane Greg Barns “Get the facts” [Flyer]  
Coverage: [WSWS]
· 27 Nov 2019 Berlin, DE, (12-1pm) “Anything To Say” John Shipton, Kristinn Hrafnsson, Nils Melzer et al [Tweet] 
[Ruptly livestream] [RT Tweet video clip] [Ruptly short clips]

[10:11]  Starts: Sevim Dagdalen (DE)
[13:58] Unveiled
[14:22] Message from Artist Italian Davide Dormino (EN)
[18:52] Unknown (DE)
[27:85] John Shipton (EN)  [RT Tweet video clip]
“I saw Julian yesterday afternoon. He is, as Niils Melzer described, suffering from years of psychological torture - increasing psychological torture, increasing to the extent of damaging him. And so, it’s quite moving for me to see Julian, and quite worrying. He may die there, unless … If I could describe it to you this way: The Collateral Murder video that Chelsea Manning is alleged to have brought to WikiLeaks shows the murder of two journalists and some other men….”
[31:50] Nils Melzer (DE) : [Tweet]  [RT]  [EN TEXT]  [Meltzer]
[37:15] Unknown  (DE)
[40:09] Kristinn Hrafnsson (EN)
“We are living in very dangerous times. And we all know it. We can feel it. We can sense it. These men (in the sculpture) symbolise the fight that we have to fight for our future, and for our children’s future. We have here the symbols of me who exposed the truth about the evils in this world. Two of them are in prison and one in exile. It’s unacceptable. We need the truth.” 
[46:29] ENDS 
· 27 Nov 2019 Berlin, DE (6-9 pm) Public hearing in the Bundestag, Renata Avila, Nils Melzer, John Shipton, Kristinn Hrafnsson, MOD Sevim Dagdelen  , Daniel Ellsberg by videolink  [Website] [Ruptly Livestream] [Ruptly short clips]

[0:39:39] Starts: Sevim Dagdelen (Chair) (DE)
[0:46:20] Amira Mohamed Ali (DE)
[0:57:48] John Shipton (EN) Julian’s current condition
[1:03:43] Nils Meltzer (DE)  [Tweet video]  
               [EN Transcript]  [FR Transcript] [DE Transcript]
[1:18:24] Renata Avila (EN) (lawyer from Julian’s legal team) 
[1:23:11] Inset video (EN)
[1:25:17] Renata Avila (EN)
[1:29:43] Kristinn Hrafnsson {EN] The attack on journalism and journalists
[1:39:01] Sevim Dagdelen (DE)
[1:50:44] Daniel Ellsberg (EN) Recorded address
[2:00:12] BREAK
[2:14:05] Heike Hänsel (DE) (Chair)
[2:18:12] Kristinn Hrafnsson (EN)
[2:27:44] Christian Mihr (DE) (Director, Reporters Without Borders RSF)
[2:37:47] Cornelia Berger (DE)
[2:46:01] John Gótz (DE)
[2:56:08] Michael Sontheimer [DE]
[3:05:26] Doris Achelwilm [DE]
[3:14:18] Renata Avila [EN) The European Court of Human Rights is the final option
[3:19:01] John Shipton (EN) The Grasping Empire (STANDING OVATION)
[3:23:41] Kristinn Hrafnsson
[3:28:26] ENDS 

· 27 Nov 2019  France: Open letter from the French Journalist Unions to Emmanual Macron.  [Letter]  [Tweet]
· 27 Nov 2019 Pamela Anderson’s prepared speech for a Canberra event she couldn’t attend (at end of article) [DailyMail] 
· 28 Nov 2019 Walkley Awards (the highest AU journalism awards) 
Kerry O’Brien (AU journalist) speaks out [Tweet video]. [ABC]
Paul Murphy speaks out too. [Tweet video] 
Jen Robinson was there too. 
· 28 Nov 2019 London: “Free the Truth” with Mark Curtis (AU journalist), Lisa Longstaff (lawyer), Nils Melzer, Craig Murray, John Pilger [Tweet] 
[Videos collected in Consortium News]  Summary and quotes [Catherine Brown] [Short summary video] [WiseUp]  Also, see video clips noted below.

RT interview after event [Tweet] [YouTube] [RT article]
Event discussed by Alexander Mercouris on the Duran] 8 Dec 2019 [Duran Video]

LowKey (singer) opens the talks:
"Julian Assange is not being punished for anything he has done wrong. He is being punished for everything he has done right" [Tweet]  [Video]

Fidel Narvaez accuses Ecuadorian president Lenin Moreno of committing 'a crime' in giving up a political refugee to a country persecuting them [Tweet]  [Full video]

Lisa Longstaff of Women Against Rape: "Women's fury and frustration at seeing rapists go free almost every time is being manipulated for government purposes." [Tweet] [Full video]

Nils Meltzer - standing ovation [Tweet video]
On press freedom: "Why am I so passionate about this case? Because this is about all of us - it is about our future" [Tweet] [Full Video]

John Pilger saw Julian Assange in Belmarsh prison this morning. 
He says: "Julian's intellect, resilience, and sense of humour are, I think, protecting him. But for how long, I don't know."” [Tweet] [Partial Transcript]  [JP tweet]  [V1 Video] [Full video] 

Mark Curtis "This whole case comes down to something very simple: are you on the side of those revealing crimes or on the side of those committing them?" [Tweet] [Full video]

Craig Murray: "The British government has lost its international credibility... We live in a state that has become a rogue state" [Tweet] [Full video]

Lissa Johnson (clinical psychologist): Updates on the @Doctors4Assange letter & follow-up.
"You cannot adequately treat a torture victim while continuing to torture them" Tweet]  
[Full video]
· 28 Nov 2019 Panorama (German) video ( DE) on the spying at the embassy.
 [Video in DE at 22m11s]   [Version in EN {Video]
DE version: At 22 minutes 11 seconds NDR Reporter John Goetz explains that he was spied inside the Ecuadorian Embassy in London by Spanish security firm UC Global while visiting Julian Assange
· 29 Nov 2019  John Pilger: “Visiting Britain’s Political Prisoner” [ConsortiumNews]
NB This is a partial transcript of 28 Nov speech (above).
· 29 Nov 2019 Guillaume Long [RT Tweet video clip]
“Ecuador was right all along. Julian Assange was running a risk of facing what he’s facing now...we must all defend freedom for Julian Assange”
· 29 Nov 2019 British authorities finally allow a videolink interview with Julian Assange in a Spanish case (Audiencia Nacional) against a security firm that allegedly sent illegally obtained material to the CIA [El Pais] 
See also 4 Dec 2019 [Oriental Review]
· 29 Nov 2019 Cologne / Kóhn at 18:30 John Shipton, Sevim Dagdelen [Tweet] 
[RT article]   [Ruptly video clip]
· 29 Nov 2019 Nils Melzer [RT Tweet video clip] 
· 30 Nov 2019 Nils Melzer [RT Full video]
“The reasons the US wants to extradite him for is a classic case of a political offence, UK law prohibits extradition for a political offence...this whole detention now, at present has no legal basis'”
· 30 Nov 2019 Wikileaks: [Tweet] [Article]
“German Public Broadcaster NDR filed charges against UC Global on Thursday after learning that its journalists were spied on when visiting the Ecuadorian Embassy. The Spanish security company surveilled visitors and then shared the data with US intelligence”
· 30 Nov 2019 Belgrade at 20:00hrs Stefania Maurizi and Srećko Horvat [Tweet]  [Tweet]  Report to come
· Nov Issue 2019 Angela Richter “Es ist unsere Freiheit / It’s Our Freedom” [Freitag]
· [bookmark: _ecab42ezc9rz] DECEMBER 2019.  
· 1 Dec 2019 Nils Meltzer (28 Nov 2019) on Press TV (“Free the Truth” event)
[NM Tweet] [PressTV Tweet video Pt1]  [PressTV Tweet video Pt2] [PressTV article]
· 1 Dec 2019 Α letter signed by 60 intellectuals from 15 countries was delivered to Lambeth Palace calling on His Grace, Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury [Tweet] [Letter] [Tweet of whole letter] [Video of delivery 29 Nov 2019]

Coverage: [Consortium News] 

Signatories included (among others)

Nobel Peace Prize laureate Mairead Maguire, 
Noam Chomsky, 
Daniel Ellsberg, 
film-maker Oliver Stone, 
human rights defender Francis Boyle, 
former chair of the Human Rights Committee of the Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly Dick Marty, 
the Greek composer Mikis Theodorakis, 
the popular German Bundestag member Sahra Wagenknecht,
 the ex-editor of Le Monde Diplomatique Alain Gresh, 
William R. Polk, descendent of the 11th President of the United States and former President of the Adlai Stevenson Institute of International Affairs, 
Manolis Glezos, named by Charles de Gaulle “the first Resistant in Europe”.
· 1 Dec 2019 Kristinn Hrafnsson speaks to all staff lunch at ABC [Tweet thread)
· 1 Dec 2019 Kristinn Hrafnsson at Sydney Morning Herald (SMH) [Tweet]
2 Dec 2019 [SMH article]
“He said Mr Assange had been prevented from accessing therapy for post-traumatic stress disorder he developed during nearly seven years in the Ecuadorian embassy in London without proper access to medical care, sunlight and exercise. Instead he was allowed to play an occasional game of Monopoly with a guard.”

“Mr Hrafnsson said the consular assistance offered by the Australian government had so far been tokenistic and designed to “secure the interest of the state to find out how they can minimise their PR humiliation”, rather than aid Mr Assange.”

· 2 Dec 2019 Kristinn Hrafnsson and Greg Barns on Radio Late Night Live 
[Tweet] 
- “Kristinn Hrafnsson: what's next for Wikileaks and Julian Assange” [LNLaudiolink]
- Greg Barns “Is Canberra changing its tune on Julian Assange?” [LNL audiolink]
· 2 Dec 2019 Nils Melzer RTs his letters to States [Tweet]

GBR27.05.19: http://bit.ly/2YrnEvM 
ECU28.05.19: http://bit.ly/2Opnhhk 
USA28.05.19: http://bit.ly/30SV8ka 
SWE28.05.19: http://bit.ly/2YtIGcX 
USA12.09.19: http://bit.ly/2X1gWJu 
SWE12.09.19: http://bit.ly/2NXUAEN 
ECU02.10.19: http://bit.ly/2OFQAdu 
GBR29.10.19: 60 days
· 2 Dec 2019 The  Spanish case (spying in the Embassy) 
[RT video] [Int Policy Digest] [WSWS]
· 3 Dec 2019 Canberra, National Press Club of AU: “The fate of journalism and Julian Assange” Kristinn Hrafnsson [Tweet] [Tweet] [Transcript] [ABC Video] [YouTube]
Coverage: [Tweets from FlickRuby re Q&A] [Guardian]  [SBS] [Sputnik] [NoosaNews]  [SkyStatement]  [WFMZ]
· 3 Dec 2019 Kristinn Hrafnsson interview [Consortium News]
· 3 Dec 2019 Kristinn Hrafnsson interview [WSWS]
Excerpt: 
Sometimes I think back about the Dreyfus case, which was confined to just one country a hundred years ago. It is a case that everyone in France is educated about, because they don’t want to miss the lessons of what was a travesty of justice.

I was reading about the case recently, and I was astonished by the similarities. There were secret trials, there was planted evidence, smearing in the media, corruption on all levels and, initially, nobody was supporting Dreyfus. In the end, he was sent to Devil’s Island.
But it took a small group, basically his brother and a handful of intellectuals, to start supporting him, fighting and campaigning, and even sacrificing quite a lot. Emile Zola, when he wrote “J’accuse,” was taken to court, lost a defamation case and had to flee to London. But things changed rapidly. Within little more than a decade, everything against Dreyfus was lifted. He was exonerated, allowed back in the military and even promoted.
So even though we are seeing dark times, there are signs that we can actually win, and we will win this one way or another. I hope that it does not take a long time, because Julian cannot endure for a long time in this situation.
The fact of the matter is that if he is thrown in a plane and taken to that Devil’s Island across the Atlantic, his life is lost.

· 3 Dec 2019 Kristinn Hrafnsson post-speech interview [Consortium News]
· 3 Dec 2019 JuiceMediia release “Quiet Australian Policy” (with a cameo role for Julian) [Tweet]  [Video]
· 3 Dec 2019 Report that Australian MPs (Andrew Wilkie and George Christensen) to visit Julian in prison [Washington Times] [SMH]
· 3 Dec 2019 Jake Appelbaum (@ioerror) speaks out (in English with French subtitles) - on surveillance, whistleblowers, Wikileaks and Julian Assange (recorded 29 Nov 2019 Berlin)  [YouTube]  [Tweet with meme]
· 4 Dec 2019 Update on the Spanish Case [Oriental Review]
· 4 Dec 2019: Kristinn Hrafnsson, Suelette Dreyfus, Julian Burnside QC, Lizzie O'Shea “What is happening to Journalism & Julian Assange?” Victorian State Library 6:30pm  [Website] [Tweet video] [Facebook video] [Twitter thread]

Best versions:  [Box4 video]  [Transcript - WIP]

Coverage: [WSWS]
· 4 Dec 2019 Scott Ludlam (after the 3 Dec Press Club event) [CN Live]
· 4 Dec 2019 Doctors’ New Letter to the Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice- (Followup To 23 Nov 2019 Open letter to UK Home Secretary Priti Patel and UK Shadow Home Secretary Diane Abbott ) 
[DoctorsForAssange]  [New Letter] [Alt version Letter]

Articles with links to letter [The Canary]  [WSWS]  [TruPublica]  [GlobalResearch] [Consortium News]

Articles with no link [Washington Times] [2gB]
Followup articles: [C21stWire] Support from Swedish Doctors for Human Rights [Tweet]   
· 5 Dec 2019 Kristinn Hrafnsson on radio  @abcmelbourne drive [LINK?]
· 5 Dec 2019 The German Pirate Party calls for the release of Julian Assange.
[Tweet]  [Statement]
· 5 Dec 2019 Launch of ‘SPEAK UP FOR ASSANGE – International Journalists speak up for Assange’ statement ’ [Website] NB Multiple languages available.

Thread about people who have signed: [Twitter THREAD]
Coverage: [Sputnik]  [Daily Times]  [El National]

Followup: John Steppling OpEd (12 Dec) [Sputnik]
· 6 Dec 2019 Interview with Tariq Ali [KCRW]
· 6 Dec 2019 Mary Kostakidis & Clinton Fernandes on the Wikileaks Cables [CN Live]
· 6 Dec 2019 Kristinn Hrafnsson interview [ABC/Planet America]
· 6 Dec 2019 Brian Eno, Ann Wright, & Medea Benjamin with new video 
“This Christmas Journalism is on Trial”  [Tweet]  [Tweet Video]
· 7 Dec 2019 Lengthy article quoting John Shipton and Mary Kostakidis [SMH]
NB This article has quite a few unattributed and unsourced comments in it that are quite controversial.
· 7 Dec 2019 Geneva “We Are Millions” LAST NIGHT [Newsletter]
· 8 Dec 2019 (Tweeted) International Lawyers for Assange 
[Tweet]  [Statement 2 Dec 2019]
Excerpt:
“The ongoing proceedings against Australian citizen Julian Assange, founder of WikiLeaks, presently held in Belmarsh Prison near London, display a grave erosion of time-honoured principles of human rights, the rule of law, and the democratic freedom to gather and share information. We would like to join the extraordinary line of earlier protests in the case.
[...]
Britain should follow the proud example of Iceland. That small nation firmly defended its sovereignty against a U.S. attempt in 2011 to exercise undue jurisdiction, when it expelled a huge team of FBI detectives that had entered the country and had started to investigate WikiLeaks and Assange without permission of the Icelandic government. The treatment of Julian Assange is below the dignity of the great nation that gave the world the Magna Carta in 1215 and the Habeas Corpus. To defend its national sovereignty and obey its own laws, the present British government must set Assange free immediately.”
· 8 Dec 2019 Mullumbimby, NSW, AU John Shipton, Ciaron O’Reilly, “Justice for Julian” [Tweet] [YouTube]
Coverage: [Tweet] [Tweet]  [Tweet]  [NBN News]
“300 folks last night at the public meeting in Mullumbimby, Australia in support of Julian Assange!”  “... with Julian’s father Mr John Shipton towards Bringing Julian Home! Fantastic support and solidarity!”
· 8 Dec 2019 Edward Snowden speaks in support of Julian at the Right Livelihood Awards
[Video]  [WSWS summary]
· 9 Dec 2019 Barnaby Joyce [AU] interviewed [Going Underground]
· 9 Dec 2019 Nils Melzer summarises - censorship and growing  tyranny, [WSWS]
EXCERPT:
“I also saw that the British government had no intention whatsoever to enter into a dialogue with me or take my recommendations seriously. Assange has remained imprisoned after completing his prison sentence, and in a maximum security prison at that, which, in my view, is completely out of proportion.
WSWS: You described the Assange case during the unveiling of the sculptures in front of the Brandenburg Gate as the “most important test case of our time.” Can you elaborate on that? What exactly do you mean by that?
Melzer: The Western democracies, which call themselves mature democracies, have become very self-righteous. Especially since the fall of the Berlin Wall—we are sitting here in Berlin—and the end of the Cold War, they believe that their political and economic system has won and is therefore incontestably the correct and the best one.
In reality, however, we have become fair-weather democracies, whose state institutions cease to function in critical situations because they no longer monitor each other. It is, however, absolutely crucial for the protection of the rule of law that the judiciary and parliament monitor the government and intervene in cases of abuse of power. They have to hold politicians and authorities accountable. This no longer works today, especially where the fundamental interests of the economic and political establishment are at stake.
WSWS: And the media…
Melzer: In theory, the media are the fourth power in the state, which is supposed to observe from the outside to what extent the separation of powers is, in fact, working, and whether they should ring the alarm. But the mainstream media no longer do this because they themselves have become part of the establishment. They profit from it, they are dependent on it.
The same applies to many of the major human rights organisations. At least to some extent, one gets the impression that they have also become part of the establishment. They are supported by large donations and are dependent on the state. They are, therefore, not prepared to risk a lot and take uncomfortable positions that could, above all, cost money.
In this context, where there is no longer any monitoring of the powers of the state, neither through political institutions nor through the media, an organization like WikiLeaks emerges that tries to assume these functions. This is as logical as it is essential for the functioning of democracy, the rule of law and state policy.”
[...]
What is at stake here is state responsibility. The term “taking responsibility” contains the word “response.” States must be required to respond to questions from the public about the exercise of state power. What criteria have been applied? Who did what on whose orders?
If states no longer give the answers, if we get only blacked-out texts, then we no longer have transparency, but censorship. And with censorship inevitably comes tyranny. That comes as surely as day follows night, because uncontrolled power corrupts. And that is also the essence of the Assange case. Therefore, this is a test case for the system. If we do not pass this test case, then we have opened the doors wide for tyranny.

· 9 Dec 2019 Greg Barns and Lisanne Adam “Assange and the Myth of Due Process” [The Jurist]
Excerpt:
“Rutherford argues that, like Robin Hood, due process is a myth. Due process is a set of texts and moral values handed down over centuries that prescribes a fair relationship between an individual and the government, safeguarded by the judiciary. Now, roughly 25 years after Rutherford drew this eerily close comparison, due process continues to be a myth, an empty shell that is only enforceable if it suits a political agenda.

Roughly 700 years after the Robin Hood myth became a symbol for equal treatment and justice for the public, a man whom some have likened to a digital Robin Hood’ is suffering an unprecedented departure from due process.”
· 9 Dec 2019 Kristinn Hrafnsson thanks MEAA on behalf od Assange [Video]
· 10 Dec 2019 British Journalism Awards London [Tweet] [Tweet]  [Video]
WiseUp report on protest outside: [WiseUp]
“We met a mixed response. Some flatly refused to take the leaflet but others did so and seemed sympathetic. A few said they had signed the Open Letter or would consider doing so. We hope so. 

Of the 610 journalists who have signed the Open Letter so far, only 40 are from the UK while 63 French journalists have done so.”
· 10 Dec 2019 Human Rights Day
· 10 Dec 2019 Nils Melzer at Geneva conference on “Interrogation and Torture: Science, Law and Morality”  [Tweet]
Keynote speech Nils Melzer [original video] and [YouTube] [Transcription] [Melzer]
· 10 Dec 2019 Ray McGovern on subpoena from Aaron Rich re the method by which WikiLeaks received the Dem emails [Richie Allen Show] 
· 11 Dec 2019 John Shipton & Ciaron O’Reilly in Brisbane (Kurilpa Hall in West End)  [article] [tickets]
“Mr Shipton will report on Assange’s prospects in facing U.S. espionage charges, outline Julian’s serious health concerns, and will be interviewed by reporters from Independent Australia, as well as field questions from the audience. The event is to be co-hosted by Independent Australia and the Queensland Council of Civil Liberties.”

Stream: [YouTube]  Partial re John Shipton [YouTube]
Summary: [Tweet]
“200 folks fronted for a "Free Julian Assange" public meeting.in West End, Brisbane  - addressed by the President of Queensland Council for Civil Liberties,+Julian.Assange's dad John Shipton + former anti-war prisoner of the USA Ciaron O'Reilly! Music by @MuzzRay!”

Reports: [IndependentAustralia]
· 12 Dec 2019 John Shipton & Ciaron O’Reilly in Nimbin  [article]
· 12 Dec 2019 UK General Election
· 13 Dec 2019 Craig Murray on implications of Tory win for Assange [Sputnik]
· 13 Dec 2019 John Shipton interview (AU) [ABC article]
· 13 Dec 2019 Senator Peter Whish-Wilson “The fate of journalism and Julian Assange” [Greens]
· 13 Dec 2019 Helen Haines, MP for Indi, AU, now a “Friend of the Parliamentary Working Group for Julian Assange” [Tweet]
· 13 Dec 2019 Update on the Somerset Bean (graphic designer) warrant [WSWS]
“The subpoena is further confirmation that the Mueller probe, and the entire “Russiagate” narrative of the Democrats, the intelligence agencies and the corporate media, has been used to carry out surveillance of alternative and anti-war websites and organisations—above all, WikiLeaks—in an attempt to concoct false charges.”

““This is a disturbing insight into what is no doubt going on all the time without a friendly email from Google. Especially now, the extent of the US spying on Assange and all his visitors in the Ecuadorian embassy has been revealed, one would be naive not to believe that a wide net of Assange and WikiLeaks supporters and collaborators are being monitored.”
· 13 Dec 2019 Mandatory Administrative Hearing 

Coverage:
Guardian Reporting: [Article]
“Assange appeared uncomfortable as he sat waiting for the hearing to start, clenching his hands together before putting them inside the sleeves of his grey sweater.

He spoke to confirm his name and date of birth and to clarify he was Australian, after the court’s legal adviser mistakenly suggested he was a Swedish national.

The court heard that his lawyers had made a request to the judge, complaining about a lack of access to their client behind bars.

Gareth Peirce, defending Assange, said the legal team were struggling to prepare documents for the case as Assange had no access to the evidence.

“Without Mr Assange’s knowledge, some of it is recently acquired evidence, some of it is subject to months of investigation not always in this country, of which he is unaware because of the blockage in visits,” she said.

“Despite our best efforts, Mr Assange has not been given what he must be given, and we are doing our utmost to cut through this.”

Peirce said the governor of Belmarsh had prioritised family visits over legal visits, and she asked the judge to step in. But the district judge, Vanessa Baraitser, said she had no jurisdiction over the Prison Service.

“Can I make it clear that I have no desire to stand in the way of any lawyer having proper access to their client and it’s in the interest of justice that they do,” the judge said. “What I can do and say is to state in open court that it would be helpful to this extradition process that Mr Assange’s lawyers have the access to their client.”

Assange’s lawyers have previously complained that he had been given access to an unsuitable computer in prison.”

DailyMail Reporting [Article]
“Gareth Peirce, representing Assange, said: 'The summary case which we have prepared is a dense document. 'Mr Assange has not been given what he must be given, and we are keen to go through this to the best of our abilities to keep with the requests of the court. 'It is predicated on the underlying evidence that Mr Assange has not reviewed.'”
Sputnik Reporting [Article]
“A judge at Westminster Magistrates Court today dismissed an emergency application made by Julian Assange’s lawyer asking her to instruct prison authorities to give Assange proper access to his case file, despite being provided with a precedent of another judge doing exactly that.
 
District Judge Vanessa Baraitser was unmoved by Gareth Peirce's submissions that Assange is not able to properly prepare for his case.  Peirce, a veteran human rights lawyer, provided the court with the precedent of a judge from the Central Criminal Court of England and Wales (aka the ‘Old Bailey’) who recently intervened with prison authorities to ensure an imprisoned defendant had better access to his lawyers and case file.”

“Peirce contrasted what Judge Baraitser is prepared to do with the Old Bailey judge who “is on the phone to [Belmarsh] prison saying ‘do it’”.”

“The case summary, which will be submitted by Assange’s legal team to the Court on 19 December, is a “dense document” with “potentially 20 witnesses” and “recently acquired evidence”, his lawyer said. “Mr Assange has not had the chance to review the summary let alone other evidence” Peirce told the court, noting that “to do it we would need proper time.”

“The logistics are unfortunately not achievable, Mr Assange is not being given what he needed and we are doing our utmost,” Peirce told Judge Baraitser.

But the Judge appeared to play down the significance of the case summary by asking Peirce whether she, “would agree that it is perhaps less important that that information is gone through in any detail [by Assange] because it is a preliminary summary which we wouldn’t hold you to?” Peirce pushed back telling the court that the summary was “extremely detailed” and is the product of “intense consultation and conferences with counsel” and which is “predicated on underlying evidence which Mr Assange has not reviewed.”

Peirce said that 18 December “is the only day Belmarsh [prison authorities] have given for a visit which puts in jeopardy the [case] timetable.” She proceeded to emphasise that the document “isn’t a standalone document, it’s a document to inform the court so that it can carry out its objective on case management.” ”

See prior reporting (18 Nov 2019) on same problem  [Sputnik]

More reports: [Independent]  [News.com.au]  [msn.com]  [elcaribe]  
· 14 Dec 2019 Conference Near Turin, Italy: Conference on Julian Assange, Wikileaks, & risks to journalists. Speakers Alessia Pesando, Serena Ferrario, & Journalist Pietro Ratto  [Tweet]  
· 16 Dec 2019 German Greens ask Federal govt to take a stand on fighting Assange Extradition [Tweet] 
· NOTE: Video now available for the 8 Dec 2019 event in Mullumbimby, AU with John Shipton, Ciaron O’Reilly and others (see above). Starts with news about the petition.
· NOTE: Both EN and FR transcriptions are now available of Nils Melzer’s speech (in German) to the Bundestag 27 Nov 2019 (see above).
· NOTE: A transcription is now available of the very long Melbourne event 4 Dec 2019 at which Kristinn Hrafnsson, Suelette Dreyfus & Julian Burnside spoke (see above)
· 16 Dec 2019 3rd letter from 100 @Doctors4Assange - this time to Australian PM & Minister for Foreign Affairs Marise Payne. [Letter]
 
Coverage: [SMH] [Free Matilda]  [Epoch Times] [ZeroHedge]  [WSWS] 
[NSW Council of Civil Liberties]  [ConsortiumNews] [WashingtonTimes]  [SBS] [SkyNews] [2CC AUDIO]  [The Courier]  [TheCanary] [Daily Mail] [Common Dreams] [Global Research]  [New Daily]]  [The Age] [Gizmodo]  [The Guardian]

FollowUp stories: [WSWS[ [SMH]  [Mint Press]
· 17 Dec 2019 New International Open Letter  to Scott Morrison AU MP 
[Letter] [Sign here]  [Press Release]
“Australia must do all in its power to ensure that Britain rectifies, in each way described, its treatment of an Australian citizen who happens to be the world's most famous publisher.|

It also means that extraterritorial prosecution must be vigorously opposed, and with particular respect to Assange, by way of openly and preemptively refusing his extradition from Australia to the U.S. This should occur in tandem with securing him the option, with an itinerary of his choosing, to be availed of diplomatic escort to a friendly Australian doorstep”
· 17 Dec 2019 Network in Defense of Humanity,issue call:
[Website]
“Therefore we, members of the Network in Defense of Humanity and those who would like to join this call, demand respect for due process, non-extradition and the immediate release of Julian Assange. We urge national and international organizations, intellectuals and journalists and their media to put an end to the campaign against this brave human being for the crime of revealing war crimes against humanity. We demand that public opinion be truthfully informed about this terrible violation of his fundamental rights.”

Coverage: [ES: Mazo4f]
· 17 Dec 2019 Sigmar Gabriel, Former Vice-Chancellor of Germany, agrees that Julian has been tortured. [Tweet]
· 17 Dec 2019 Ross Cameron (AU) on 2GB Radio [Tweet]
· 17 Dec 2019 Stefania Maurizi thread about her ongoing FOIA battle to uncover what happened between the UK CFS and Sweden prosecutor (and other matters) [Thread]
· 17 Dec 2019 The NSW Council for Civil Liberties (NSWCCL) RTs the Doctor4Assange letter [Tweet] 
· 17 Dec 2019 The 32nd birthday of Chelsea Manning. [Tweet] [Song & Cake]
Reports: [WSWS]
· 17 Dec 2019 Carlos Poveda (Assange lawyer) tweets that the Spanish National Court has “asked“the Ecuadorian Government for international judicial cooperation” as “, large-scale espionage has been demonstrated.”  Poveda casts doubt on whether such cooperation will be forthcoming as quickly as Ecuador cooperated with the US govt. [Tweet] 
· 18 Dec 2019 Article19.org expresses “concerns over use of embassy surveillance in extradition proceedings” [website]  (repeated on [ifex])

Executive Director Thomas Hughes said:

“We call on the UK court to reject the extradition order that could lead to Julian Assange being prosecuted and potentially imprisoned for exposing human rights violations

“If it is shown that illegal surveillance took place and that recordings were provided to the US authorities, it is further evidence that Assange is unlikely to receive a fair trial. His prosecution under the broadly worded Espionage Act is already problematic.

“The UK should not allow an extradition that would have severe consequences for investigative journalism and freedom of expression around the world.”

More on the Spanish case theme: [Guardian]    [DW]  [ABC negative propaganda]
· !8 Dec 2019 Jean-Hervé Bradol and Rony Brauman, former presidents of Médecins sans frontières: "We call for the release of Julian Assange and Chelsea Manning, victims of state revenge" [Le Monde] 
· 18 Dec 2019 Nils Melzer on RT America special on whistleblowers [RT at 11:34]
· 18 Dec 2019 The Atlas of Torture pubishes Nils Melzer speech (5 June 2019) on “Torture and Corruption” [Tweet]  ]Vimeo]
· 18 Dec 2019 Kristinn Hrafnsson on ‘Blowing the Whistle’ [TRT World]
· 18 Dec 2019 Emmy Butlin write to the court requesting better arrangements (possibly including live-streaming) for future court events related to Julian Assange [tweet] 

Also, see UK Media Guidance policy 24 Oct 2018
· 18 Dec 2019 Evidence deadline [WL Press Release]
Deadline extended to 10 Jan 2020 at 19 Dec hearing [WSWS 20 Dec]
· 19 Dec 2019 Substantive Hearing [Confirmed] (to review the progress of the case, including evidence submitted)

“A case management hearing this morning confirmed that the main hearing will take place over three or four weeks at Belmarsh Magistrates’ Court starting on 24 February 2020, with District Judge Vanessa Baraitser presiding.”

“In a summary submitted to the court, the defence has proposed 21 witnesses, 16 of whom may be called during the hearing. 

Assange was represented at this hearing by Ed Fitzgerald QC of Doughty Street Chambers, instructed by Birnberg Peirce.” 

“Two signatories of the open letters … were not able to attend this morning’s hearing because they could not access the courtroom. In her opening statement, Judge Baraitser recognised that there was a valid issue about access to the court proceedings. 

Dr Stephen Frost, who also signed the open letters organised by the group Doctors4Assange, said:
“That it is deemed necessary for senior medical experts to attend today’s hearing to observe Julian Assange from the public gallery via video link points to the extreme recklessness of the UK government’s continued arbitrary detention of Julian Assange and the psychological torture which results from that, as stated by the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, Nils Melzer.” 
[BFMF]

“At the court, his lawyer Edward Fitzgerald outlined some of the evidence Assange's team would put forward at the full extradition hearing due to start on February 24, saying they could call up to 21 witnesses to testify. 

"We say that there is in the treaty a ban on being extradited for a political offence and these offences as framed and in substance are political offences," he told the court. 

Other arguments would feature medical evidence, public denunciations by leading US political figures, and details from the case of Chelsea Manning, an ex-intelligence analyst who was convicted by a US Army court-martial in 2013 of espionage and other offences for leaking secret cables to WikiLeaks. 

There would also be information from an investigation led by a Spanish judge into "revelations about bugging of conversations with his lawyers" during Assange's long stay in the Ecuadorean embassy in London.

Baraister also seemed unimpressed when Clair Dobbin, representing the US authorities, asked for the case to be delayed until April, saying the lawyer earmarked for the case would not be available for the extended hearing.”
[SMH]

“Assange sniffled as he sat unshaven and wearing glasses, a white shirt and a mauve jumper.”
 [The Age]  

“With hair swept back and wearing a light blue jumper with white shirt underneath, Assange was silent for much of the hearing on Thursday.

He initially spoke only to confirm his name and date of birth, and then sat, head slightly bowed, hands clasped in his lap, and occasionally closing his eyes during the approximately 45-minute proceedings.

Assange briefly stuttered in acknowledgement at the end of the hearing when the judge asked if he had heard the dates set for future court appearances.  [...]

Mr Fitzgerald reiterated complaints that Assange’s legal team were having “great problems” in seeing him in prison.”
 [PressAndJournal]

“Julian Assange was considered and attentive at this hearing, following things carefully. He had papers in his hand and was flicking through them from time to time. Wearing glasses, a shirt and mauve jumper.”
[Naomi Colvin]

"Judge Baraitser also said that for reasons of “open justice” she decided that Belmarsh Magistrate’s Court, which can seat more people, is the “appropriate” venue for the main part of the extradition hearing to be held next year."
[The Interregnum]

“With further evidence likely to emerge from current proceedings in Spain, the deadline for final submission of defence evidence was extended to January 10.

“Given the gravity of the issues” and their legal scope, Fitzgerald explained, Assange would be represented at next year’s hearing by three QCs. Fitzgerald said the defence would present 21 witnesses, 16 of whom would testify in court.

“At yesterday’s hearing, German Left Party MP Sevim Dagdelen was present as an observer along with the German ambassador to the UK, Dr Peter Ammon. But a delegation of medical observers from Doctors4Assange was blocked from entering the public gallery. Court officials refused them access, despite members of the public volunteering to give up their seats.

WikiLeaks Ambassador Joseph Farrell told the WSWS:
“The access to Julian from the legal team has still been very, very poor. The legal team put in a request for the magistrate to make an application, which she wouldn’t do. She said that she would expect the prison to make Julian available to the legal team. But it’s the time of year at the prison when everything is locked down for Christmas, and family days and visits are limited and get cancelled regularly.
One would expect Julian’s lawyer, Gareth Peirce, to be able to see him many more times than she has. There was a long period when she couldn’t see him. The legal team took months and months to get the prison to give him a computer that he could review the evidence against him on. He got a computer, but it wasn’t fit for purpose.”
[WSWS 20 Dec]

From an interview with Sevim Dagdelen after the hearing:
“The representative of the German embassy and I were almost turned away, but in the end we got standing room.  … 
In a case of this scope, however, access for international process observers must be guaranteed. For the extradition process in February, 25 MPs from twelve countries agreed to be on-site as process observers. 
However, it is unclear whether the court will allow this at all. [...]

The German Embassy is following the procedure on instructions from the Federal Foreign Office. I very much welcome that. It is meaningful: the German embassy normally monitors such procedures outside the EU.”
[Der Freitag]

Video clips outside court: 
M.A.E. tweets:  [John Rees 1]  [John Rees 2]  [Tariq Ali 1] [Tariq Alii 2]  
Niels Ladefoged: Interviews of Tariq Ali and Joseph Farell [YouTube] 
EF Press:  [Jamie] [Deepa Driver]  
Medical people not allowed into court [RT] Followup article [WSWS]

Coverage:  [Naomi Colvin THREAD] [WiseUp]  [Defend.Wikileaks]  [BFMF] 
[SMH]  [The Age]  [PressAndJournal] [RT]  [Reuters] [9News]  [DE Freitag]
[Sputnik - outside] [Sputnik hearing]   
[WSWS Medical observers]  [WSWS Court proceedings]
[DailyMail] [The Interregnum] 

· 19 Dec 2019 BridgesForMediaFreedom [BFMF] announce that
“Twenty five elected politicians from twelve countries across the European Union have resolved to monitor proceedings in the case of WikiLeaks publisher Julian Assange.”

Sevim Dagdelen,(German MP) after the 19 Dec 2019 hearing [Tweet]
"I cannot testify to a fair trial," German MP @SevimDagdelen said today after #JulianAssange's hearing in ⁦London. "His rights are systematically violated."
· 19 Dec 2019 Srećko Horvat highlights France’s Dreyfus affair in relation to the Julian Assange case [Tweet] 
(Also highlighted by Kristinn Hrafnsson 4 Dec 2019 [Tweet]) 
· 19 Dec 2019 Phillip Adams delivered “Free Julian Assange, before it's too late” Petition Notice 40 on behalf of 232,001 signatories. This notice is being sent to all Australian, USA & British Parliamentarians + the Queen. [Petition]  [Tweet]
· 19 Dec 2019 The Telegraph publish an article showing photos from the illegal spying in the embassy of a semi-naked Julian side by side with a picture of Pamela Anderson in the embassy - under the heading “Secret video of Pamela Anderson visiting Julian Assange inside London’s Ecuadorian embassy” -  making a clear (if subliminal) suggestion that these two photos were connected in some lewd manner. [Article]
· 19 Dec 2019 The Future of Freedom Foundation issues statement  “Pardon Assange and Snowden””  [Website]
· 19 Dec 2019 Nils Melzer “The rule of law does not work in the Assange case”  
[DE Audio Radio BR]
· 19 Dec 2019 Nils Melzer on Swiss TV (in French) [FR Video]
Followup [DE Zeit online] 29 Dec 2019 [DE Blick]
· 19 Dec 2019 NGOs and the Geneva sections of several leftist parties ask Switzerland to give asylum to Julian Assange  [Article]

Followup: 29 Dec 2019 [DE Blick] [FR Tribune de Geneve] [EN SwissInfo]
· 20 Dec 2019 The National Union of Journalists {NUJ) remind UK authorities that journalism is not a crime (re info on Sarah Harrison). [Website]
· 20 Dec 2019 Interesting timing - Ryan Gallagher (Bloomberg) announces that he has been told that UK’s Metropolitan Police has shelved its years-long investigation into journalists who reported on secret documents from the Snowden files. [Statement]
· 20 Dec 2019 The Scott Trust (Guardian Review Panel) statement [Website]
· 20 Dec 2019 Julian Assange gives evidence to Spanish Court via videolink
[ElPais] [Tweet]

Judge José de la Mata of Spain’s High Court, the Audiencia Nacional, will interview [Assange] via video link on December 20, said judicial sources. 

Assange will be transferred from Belmarsh prison in southeast London to Westminster Magistrates Court to answer questions from De la Mata, who is investigating alleged violations of client-attorney privilege between the cyber-activist and his lawyers, and allegations that these conversations were passed on to the CIA.

HM Belmarsh didn’t bring Julian to court as scheduled “due to a mixup” so videolink interview postponed until the afternoon. [Tweet] 
NB Julian was eventually delivered to the court 7 hrs late for the interview.

Video
Livestream outside the court [Ruptly]
M.A.E. clip of Maxine Walker, Fidel Narvaez and Joe Brack [YouTube ]
EF Press updates: [Delay] [Maxine Walker]
“Word is Julian was too ill to come this morning.”  
Julian Assange's lawyer in Spain Aitor Martinez, was seen arriving at the High Court building in Madrid on Friday (published 8:36am GMT), ahead of scheduled videolink conference [Ruptly]
Julian finally delivered (by Serco) to the UK court 3:30pm (4:30pm in Spain) on a Friday for his video interview with the Spanish judge. [Tweet]

Interview with Joseph Farrell @SwaziJAF previous day (19 Dec 2019) at Westminster magistrates' Court re the Spanish case [YouTube]
A poem from Lauri Love read outside the court [WiseUp]

Live Updates: [Sputnik]

Report: [Daily Mail]
“It is understood the former Wikileaks editor today gave evidence about matters concerning conversations he held with his lawyers while he was residing at the Ecuadorian Embassy.
But reporters were not admitted into the hearing because it concerned matters of national security.
On the walls outside the courtroom a sign read simply: 'Closed court'.
Mr Fitzgerald told the court yesterday: 'There is a bundle with the revelations in the Spanish proceedings in regards to the ongoing evidence of the bugging of the conversations with his lawyers in the Ecuadorian embassy.' “

NOTE: The version of theDaily Mail article, last updated at 16:31 GMT, also contains a photo of Julian in the Serco van, which they said was understood to be him leaving the court, which means that from arrival to departure was no more than one hour. 
From the Spanish end:

Report [ElPais]
"We are going to sell everything from the hotel [the embassy] to the American customer," says an email sent by David Morales, owner of the company to his workers. 
"Did you give your consent to the passports being photographed, the mobile phones of your visits opened and your personal correspondence read?" Martínez asked his client. "Under no circumstances," Assange replied
Spanish lawyer Aitor Martinez speaks out [ES Ruptly]  [EN Tweet] [ES Telesur] 

Thread from Don’t Extradite Assange (DEA) Campaign [THREAD]

More reports: [RT]  [Yahoo]  [Standard UK] [Reuters]  [Paris Match]  [WSWS]  
[ES Tercerinformacion]  [El Pais]  [Daily Mail]  [Yahoo]

Many photos [WiseUp] Call for action [WiseUp]
· 21 Dec 2019 Stefania Maurizi comments on her FOIA results [THREAD]
· 21 Dec 2019 Supporter sends OpenLetter to churches across Melbourne [Tweet]
· 22 Dec 2019 Christine Assange speaks out before Christmas  [Herald Sun]
(Contains new photos of Julian when younger.)

Coverage: [Mint Press]
· 23 Dec 2019 El Pais editorial: “A Question of Rights” [Website]
· 24 Dec 2019 The Guardian forced to “correct and clarify” previous story re “Russian plot” 
[The Prisma]  [Guardian]  [Scott Trust]
Russian perspective (21 Sep 2018) [Sputnik] {RT}
Narvaez speaks: [GrayZone]  [Jacobin]  
Previous instances of Guardian “errors”: [Intercept 2016]
Follow up: [RT Tweet video (27 Dec 2019)]  [RT article] [RT FR Video]
· 24 Dec 2019 Tracy Worcester visited Assange in Belmarsh [Tweet video]
· 24 Dec 2019 Reporters Without Borders (RSF) calls for Julian’s release on humanitarian grounds and for US Espionage Act charges to be dropped. 
[EN Website]  [ES Website]

Coverage: [Sputnik]  [ES RT]  [Washington Examiner]
· 24 Dec 2019 Nils Melzer - A Christmas message [Tweet]
“Last Xmas I asked: Who is dehumanised most by war crimes, torture & exploitation? The victims? The perpetrators? Or all of us, wining & dining complacently as our siblings are broken & crushed on our front steps? The worst cruelty is our own indifference!”
· 24 Dec 2019 Julian calls Vaughn Smith from Belmarsh [Thread]
“Julian Assange called my family from prison this Christmas Eve while we were preparing for dinner. Please spare a thought for him. He spoke to my wife, Pranvera and our girls - who remembered Christmas with him in 2010 when he was our guest while on bail.

This was the last time that Julian had a family Christmas. He told my wife and I how he was slowly dying in Belmarsh where, though only on remand, he is kept in solitary confinement for 23 hours a day and is often sedated. … and he desperately needs our support.”

Coverage: [WSWS]  [Sputnik]  [Mint Press] [The Australian] [CitizenTruth]

Extensive follow up interview 30 Dec 2019 [RT]
· 25 Dec 2019 Julian Assange to spend Christmas in Belmarsh prison for telling the truth about US and UK War Crimes via award winning WikiLeaks journalism. 

Previous Christmases:

- 2018: “Endgame for Assange” Angela Richter  [Der Freitag]
             2 German MPs visit (with John Shipton) (20 Dec 2018) [Unity4J]
             “Embassy data cables need a lot of work” (28 Dec 2018) [Tweet]

- 2016: “The internet has been returned” (23 Dec 2016) [La Repubblica]

- 2015: “Christmas with Assange” [Open Democracy]

- 2012: Speech from the Embassy balcony (20 Dec 2012) [YouTube]

- 2010: “Assange's country house Christmas” Under House arrest [Daily Mail]

Carols for Julian & Co: [One] [Sort of]

Chelsea Manning and Jeremy Hammond [background] are also in prison for Christmas in the US - simply for refusing to testify against Julian Assange and Wikileaks.
· 27 to 30 Dec 2019 Leipzig “Speak for Assange” at #36C3
[Sessions]  [Video streams]
· 27 Dec 2019 11:30am Conference #36c3 Andy Müller-Maguhn Leipzig "Technical aspects of the surveillance in and around the Ecuadorian embassy in London" [Tweet]  [Live thread] [Permanent link to video] NB Link isn’t working yet.

Coverage: [DE Golem]  [DE Heisse]
· 27 Dec 2019 WikiLeaks release OPCW-DOUMA - Release Part 4 [Website]

Followup: [WSWS]  
· 27 Dec 2019 Niki Konstantinidis, a barrister and supporter of Julian Assange, has filed a complaint with the Judicial Appointments and Conduct Ombudsman (“the Ombudsman”) against England’s top magistrate (Lady Arbuthnot) for alleged violations of conflict of interest rules in the case of the WikiLeaks publisher. [Sputnik]
· 27 Dec 2019 Diani Baretto and Joe Lauria (journalists) on “Twisted Justice: Julian Assange Targeted with Anti-Mafia Laws” [Loud and Clear Audio]
Coverage: [Sputnik]
· 27 Dec 2019 Update on Nils Melzer v German Federal Foreign Office argument re his “reports” on torture of Assange [RT Deutsch]
· 28 Dec 2019 Interview of Nils Melzer “Swiss UN Special Representative on Julian Assange's trial - "It reminds of a dictatorial regime" ” [DE Tweet] [DE Blick]
· 28 Dec 2019 Conference #36c3 Renata Avila, Naomi Colvin & Angela Richter in Leipzig "The Case Against WikiLeaks: a direct threat to our community" [Tweet] [Tweet] [Permanent link to video] [EN YouTube] [FR YouTube]  [DE Youtube]

Followup: [HeiseOnline]
· 29 Dec 2019  Conference #36c3 Robert Tibbo and Edward Snowden:  in Leipzig "Human Rights at a Global Crossroads” [Permanent link to video]
 [EN YouTube]  [FR YouTube]  [DE YouTube]
· 30 Dec 2019 Remake of 27 Dec event -  Conference #36c3 Andy Müller-Maguhn Leipzig "Technical aspects of the surveillance in and around the Ecuadorian embassy in London" [Tweet]  [Live thread] [Screenshots] 
[Permanent link to video] [EN Youtube]  [FR YouTube]  [DE YouTube]
· 30 Dec 2019 Extensive interview with Vaughn Smith re Christmas Eve conversation with Julian. [Article & video RT]  [Video content only Ruptly]

FollowUp [DailyMail] [Gizmodo and Correct the Record request]  [BR DCM]
· 30 Dec 2019 End of year publication by NilsMelzer of correspondence with UK re detention of Julian Assange at Belmarsh (Melzer’s letter dated 29 Oct 2019) 
[Thread]  [Full letter] [FR translation]

Coverage: [RT article]  [Sputnik] [MorningStar] Re lack of coverage [Sputnik] 

Further followup (10 Jan 2020) [WSWS]
· 31 Dec 2019 End of year message from NilsMelzer on why US ongoing detention of Chelsea Manning  is not lawful (letter dated 1 Nov 2019) [Tweet] [Full letter] 

Coverage: [RT article]  [Guardian]  [NPR]  [Washington Post]  [Intercept]  [C21Wire]

FollowUp: Grand Juries [Sputnik] [Chelsea Manning responds] [Snowden tweet] Re lack of coverage [Sputnik]

Followup Tweets by Nils Melzer [2 Jan 2020]
· 31 Dec 2019 Doctors4Assange note that the closest they have had to a response to their letter to the UK Home Office was a public statement by them (25 Nov 2019) denying that Assange was being tortured by the UK. [Thread]. 
· 31 Dec 2019 Teachers in Australia defend Julian - supported by Jimmy Dore Show [WSWS]
· 31 Dec 2019 The Press Project (Greece} Makes Julian Assange their ‘Person of the Year’ [Website]

[bookmark: _fbt12hn28wd2]2020 UPDATES
· 2 Jan 2020 European Federation of Journalists (EFJ} Statement in support of Julian Assange [Statement]
· 2 Jan 2020 Chelsea Manning Says She Is 'Never Backing Down' in Face of US Detention Meant to Break Her [CommonDreams]
· 3 Jan 2020 WiseUp Call for Action re Surveillance of Julian in the embassy [WiseUp]
· 3 Jan 2020 Upcoming actions Jan/Feb 2020 [WiseUp]  [Pinterest]
· 3 Jan 2020 Mexican President Andrés Manuel López Obrador:
“... expresses his solidarity and wishes that Julian Assange, founder of Wikileaks, be forgiven and freed, and that "he should not continue to be tortured.”   “[Tweet] [Question] [Answer] [EN Transcript]

Background: “México en Wikileaks, Wikileaks en La Jornada” (launched Feb 2013) [Video] [Video] [Article]
Coverage: [Infobae]
· 4 Jan 2020 Bob Carr (AU) Op Ed: “An issue of freedom: US treatment of Assange risks souring alliance” [SMH]

Followup: [WSWS]

· 4 Jan 2020: WiseUp letter to HM Courts Service requesting better access for public and press to future hearings. [Letter]
· 4 Jan 2020 George Galloway makes an interesting point about Judge Baraitser’s comments [YouTube]
· 6 Jan 2019 Former President of Brasil Lula da Silva and PT (Partido dos Trabalhadores) speak out for freedom for Assange.[Tweet]  [Statement]
· 6 Jan 2020 Compassion In Care sends letter to each UK MP [Tweet] [Letter]
· 7 Jan 2020 Mahinda Haththaka, chairman of Sri Lankan Journalists for Global Justice, stated:
“The exposure made by Assange and Manning of the crimes of the imperialists is very important for the progressive masses throughout the world.” [WSWS]h
· 7 Jan 2020 Council of Europe Threats List “Continued Detention of WikiLeaks Founder and Publisher Julian Assange” [Website]
· 9 Jan 2020 at 7pm Berlin event “HACKING JUSTICE Documentary & discussion on the ‘Causa Assange’ “ [Details]
· 9 Jan 2020 Compassion In Care shares HMCTS letter (10 Dec) noting that the extradition hearing will be held at Woolwich Crown Court [Tweet]
· 10 Jan 2020 Final deadline for evidence
“With further evidence likely to emerge from current proceedings in Spain, the deadline for final submission of defence evidence was extended to January 10.”  [WSWS 20 Dec]
· 10 Jan 2020 Julian Assange awarded The Dignity Prize by The Catalan Dignity Commission “for raising awareness around the world about the plight of the Catalans in the lead up to the 2017 independence vote.” []WL Tweet]   [AU News]
Announcement [Ruptly live]

“Announced on Friday, the prize recognises his efforts to correct misreporting of events and to provide live video updates to the world of the peaceful Catalan protesters and the brutal crackdown on them by Spanish police.

The advice Assange gave to Catalans on how to use apps to avoid Spanish Government shut downs was also acknowledged.” See [Video 10 Oct 2017]

“Assange, who was at the time under the protection of the Ecuadorean Government and living in the Embassy in London, responded to the despair of Catalans when the Spanish Government disabled voting apps, by tweeting instructions on how Catalan citizens could use other apps to find out information about voting. Millions of people were able to vote as a result.

He also tweeted information about the historical background to the struggle for independence by the Catalans, giving context to the referendum vote.

Assange himself maintained he was not taking sides on whether Catalonia should secede or not, only that peaceful legal democratic processes should be respected.”

Reported: [AU News]  [Sky News] [Ruptly]

· 10 Jan 2020 The Canary publishes interview with LowKey about Julian Assange [Tweet video]
· 10 Jan 2019 London event “Whistleblowing, Transparency and Activism” [Website]
Speakers: Marianna Fotaki (Intro), Katharine Gun, Mark Curtis, Iain Munro, Expert panel: Kate Kenny, Dave Lewis & Justin Schlosberg

Reports: [Mark Curtis Tweet]

[See Twitter timeline of Caroline Graterol for small tweeted videos of Mark Curtis (mislabelled), Katherine Gun. Not tweeted as a thread.] 
· 11 Jan 2020 John Pilger discusses Assange in a wide-ranging interview by Randi Credico [AUDIO]
· 13 Jan 2020 Preliminary hearing [DEA Tweet] [Gordon Dimmack]
- Video of arrival in police van [RT UK]`
- LiveStreams [Ruptly) [Gordon Dimmack] 
- LiveTweets - see timelines of: [EmmyB Public Gallery] [M.A.E.] [SEP] [Ladefoged from Press Gallery] [Haddad Detailed Thread]

“The judge has asked if the defence wishes that today’s proceeding may be adjourned now so that to offer more time to the defence to prepare. The defence has accepted it and the #assange will reappear later today only to have a judge reajusten the case for the 23rd of January 2020” [Ladefoged tweet]

Interviews etc:

M.I.A. says she will relay the message form the protesters [“Free Julian Assange”] to Her Majesty when she visits the palace tomorrow to receive an award. [Ruptly livestream] [Tweet video] [Sputnik]

John Rees: [Ladefoged Tweet video]
“The court hearing today was all about access for Julian’s legal team to their client. Gareh Peirce, Julian’s solicitor, said that since they last contacted the court they have had 2 hours of access to discuss with Julin the preparation of the case. It transpires that today they were expecting to have pretty much the whole day in this building with their client. That’s suddenly been reduced to 1 hour because of the number of people in the cells here at WMC.
 
Even the judge, who at previous hearings has been pretty unsympathetic to this case, was clearly in a mood which said “They are not getting the access they should have. They are beginning to miss the timetable for the presentation of evidence because they can’t go through it with Julian.”

So this was a very important moment where the judge in the court began to recognise that Belmarsh - and behind Belmarsh, the government -are not allowing Julian Assange proper access to his legal team.”

EmmyB with update of today’s proceedings at WM court [Ladefoged Tweet video]
“Julian Assange … looked much better that on 1 October. He was not asked a lot of questions and therefore we are not in a position to give you more information about his mental state. But he looked much better. The whole issue was to progress the case today … and the judge had extensive discussions with Gareth Peirce about the timing of submitting important evidence for the progress of the case. 

GP explained once more that they were having problems with access to JA at Belmarsh prison and for that reason they were under tremendous pressure for presenting evidence - evidence that Julian had to sign-off before submission, and they had to review with him. [Explains arrangements for the rest of the day.]”

EmmyB on fair access to the courts: [Ladefoged Tweet video]
“We have been here since 6am, queueing up. Tremendous public interest in the case - amongst the press and the public. Once again, WM court is not fit for purpose. [...] That, in combination with a rushed decision to change the court date from Tues 14 Jan to Mon 13 Jan, without the case appearing on the court lists, makes a supporter like myself feel suspicious about, potentially, logistical problems being inserted into this process in order to delay it and sabotage it. 

Things are not done in a proper way and a proper manner - both outside the court and inside the court  So it is a concern that every person who is interested in judicial process should take an interest.”

Joseph Farrell [M.A.E. Tweet video]
“Julian has had extremely poor access to his lawyers so the reason he was brought here in person [rather than by videolink] was so that after the callover hearing he could stay and work through the evidence that is to be submitted, with his lawyers. Due to the various limitations here at WM court, the judge has said that he will be entitled to an hour. His lawyer pointed out that since the last time she spoke to the court he had only received 2 hours with his lawyers, and that the way Belmarsh has been acting is brinking on judicial review. 

That’s just a repeat of what the lawyer actually said, but the idea that somebody doesn’t have access to their lawyers when they are facing a life sentence and they have 175 years ahead of them, when the prosecution has had 10 years to mount the hardest case they can with unlimited resources, and for somebody to have 3 hours with their lawyers in order to sign off on their future - it’s unacceptable. ”

John Rees  [M.A.E. Tweet video]
“... [His lawyers] were expecting today to have considerable access [to Julian] in the court building. The judge told them that, because of demand for interview rooms, that would be cut to just one hour. …  ”

Amna Shaddad, of @DEAcampaign, [M.A.E. Tweet video]
says they will continue to organise rallies and protests in defence of JulianAssange in order to galvanise support for the WikiLeaks publisher.

Tareq Haddad reports [10-part Twitter THREAD]
“Baraitser said 47 people were currently in custody at court with only 8 rooms available for interviewing so Peirce would only be given an additional hour today. The judge said it would not be fair or just to delay or restrict the access to counsel for others in custody.””[Tweet]

“Peirce told the court she had 3 substantial sets of documents and evidence she needed to go through with Assange and have him sign off on before they could be submitted to prosecution for response. Said she would struggle to do this under current time constraints.” [Tweet]

“Peirce added that the last-minute change to move the hearing from tomorrow to today means she lost additional time with Assange. "This slippage in the timetable is extremely worrying.” [Tweet]

“Peirce also added she was considering filing a claim for a judicial review regarding this lack of access to Assange as  it was a breach of his rights. She said access was restricted at Belmarsh prison in spite of several empty rooms being available.” [Tweet]

On Judicial Reviews (JRs):
“Most JRs fail. Proving that a public body has behaved so poorly so as to be illegal is not an easy burden to overcome. A loss would be costly & hinder their ability to bring another. Public bodies are given wide latitude by the courts, alienating the judge is also a risk,” [Tweet]

‘News’ Coverage: [Reuters]  [DailyMail]  [Lancashire Telegraph]  [AOL]  [RT- arrival] [Sputnik re M.I.A] [Sputnik re hearing] [Sputnik re possible legal action]  [RT]   [VOA News] [MetroUK] [SBS AU] [Independent]  [WSWS 1] [WSWS 2] [ABC] [Breitbart] [ModernGhana] [PressTV] [Brasil247] [RT UK tweeted video] [The Canary] [RealMedia & YouTube] [Yahoo - AAP] [CounterPunch] [NewsClick] [9News] [TheNews]
[Official Live Blog] [WiseUp]

Later Commentary: [Nozomi Hayase (Jan19)]
 
· 13 Jan 2020 Nils Melzer comments on BBC’s silencing of Joe Corré during interview re Assange:

Interview [YouTube]  [Meltzer Tweet]
“To see how desperately the BBC interrupts & discredits @realjoecorre’s attempts to expose the gross arbitrariness of legal proceedings against Assange is not only a deplorable betrayal of objective journalism but borders on suppression of legitimate dissent.”

[Question - Is Joe Corré an official spokesperson for Julian Assange - as indicated by the interviewer? Does anyone know the answer to this?]

Nils Melzer: 8-part THREAD on what constitutes “evading” justice. [Thread]

Nils Melzer: 7-part THREAD focused on the role the UK government is playing in the persecution and torture of JulianAssange, and the large gap between their rhetoric and their practice. [Thread]
· 13 Jan 2020 James Goodale (ex-NYT legal counsel) comments on the legal significance of the CIA spying onJulian in the Embassy. [The Hill]
· 13 Jan 2020 Estelle Dehon (UK Barrister) spoke with Randi Credico about the ongoing appeals re FOIA requests of Stefania Maurizi, and other related matters 
[Audio] [Partial Transcript]
· 14 Jan 2020 Remand hearing CANCELLED (replaced by 13 Jan hearing) [scheduled per WSWS report 20 Dec] [listed on WiseUp website]
(During 13 Jan 2020 EmmyB makes it clear that the date was changed with very little notice ie today’s scheduled hearing is cancelled.)
· 14 Jan 2020 Filmmaker Emir Kusturica appeared at the Kustendorf International Film and Music Festival in Serbia wearing a t-shirt with the image of Julian Assange. [Sputnik]  Assange video to Serbia (6 Apr 2014) [YouTube]
· 15 Jan 2020  6-8pm “A Message of Love, Why we should support Julian Assange” St James Church, LONDON [Flyer]  [Bookings]
Speakers: Lisa Longstaff, Maxine Waters, Deepa Driver, Joanne Morrison

Audio: [WiseUp]
· 16 Jan 2020 Interview with Juan Branco (French member of Assange legal team) [WSWS]
“We believe this is a crucial element in our battle to avoid Julian Assange’s extradition. The gross violation of the principles of a fair trial, including the right to a fair defense, are epitomized in this episode.

The lack of secrecy of his exchanges with his lawyers was not only the fruit of covert operations: the dispositives were probably also used to collect evidence that could be used in trial, i.e., that could be legalized. In these conditions, in which the material basis of an indictment is based on illegal spying operations that violate the basic rights of the defense, it seems to us extremely difficult to argue that an extradition to the US would not violate the basic requisites that apply in these circumstances.

The Bar of Paris and I are going to file a complaint in France over the violation of the rights of the defense, professional secrets and the violation of my privacy. What we are trying to do is to fight against the normalization of practices that are devastating the privacy not only of our client, but more broadly of millions of citizens. In our case, the situation was particularly intense, with a few of us being the subject of tailing operations, photo operations, burglaries and so forth.”
· 16 Jan 2020 Oxford NUJ: “Julian Assange – what’s at stake for journalism, whistleblowing and free speech?” Speaker: Jake Lynch. Open to non-members.
Background: [WiseUp]
Tweets: [OxfordNUJ]
· 17 Jan 2020 6:30-8:30pm, JADC Organising Meeting, Marchmont Community Centre, London [WiseUp]
· 18 Jan 2020 “Gareth Peirce is aiming to finalise the exhibits for submission to the prosecution by January 18.” [ModernGhana]
· 19 Jan 2020 Mary Kostakidis describes her visit to Belmarsh in Oct 2019. [PressProject]
· 19 Jan 2020 Workers Party of Brazil (PT) call for the freedom of Julian Assange [Website]
· 20 Jan 2020 Eva Jolly (Norwegian-born French Judge] makes statement in support of Assange [Norwegian article]
· 21 Jan 2020 The Spanish case: Three protected witnesses - former employees of David Morales - tell a judge in Spain that his company was making recordings of the cyberactivist and his lawyers for the CIA. [El Pais]
“The witnesses said that they were able to prove that the US was accessing the information. A study of the emails sent by Morales to several of his workers shows that the former marine traveled to Alexandria, a US city in Virginia with around 145,000 residents, on March 1 and 2, 2017. The IP addresses of these messages, to which this newspaper has had access, show that they were from the place that was processing the extradition order against Assange.”

Follow up: [WSWS]
· 21 Jan 2020 Andrew Wilkie (AU MP) announces that he will probably visit Julian in Belmarsh Sunday 16 Feb 2020. [Tweet]
· 21 Jan 2020 Criminal charge lodges against Glenn Greenwald in Brasil [Tweet video] [The Intercept] [Secret Brasil Archive]
· 21 Jan at 9pm (EST) [22 Jan 2020 at 1pm (AU)] [Replay 24 Jan 2020]
“Meet Doctors For Assange” Sydney/Online event 
[Tweet]  [Facebook] [Change of venue] [Website]

Host: Wendy Bacon 	[Tweet]	[Video - Intro  3:52]
Speakers: 
Dr Arthur Chesterfield-Evans (AU) 	[Tweet]	[Video - Speech   6:19]
Dr Sue Wareham (AU) 	[Tweet]	[Video - Speech 20:44]
Dr Derek Summerfield  (UK)               	[Video - Speech 25:48]
Dr Robert Marr (AU) 	[Tweet]    	[Video - Speech 31:00]
Dr Jill Stein (US )                        		[Video - Speech 34:32]
-   Also see separate interview 
-  And Tweet clips in Thread
Q&A		[Video - Q&A      41:43]
ENDS [1:08:30] Followed by a second copy
.
Livestream: [Livestream Failed - see Tweet]  [VIDEO replay of event]
Separate interview: Dr Jill Stein [Video]
· 22 Jan 2020 Phillip Adams. As an Australian petitioner with 250,000 signatures, formally requests a Royal Pardon for Julian Assange. [Tweet] 
Notice sent to all AU, UK and US parliamentarians / congresspeople [Tweet]

Follow Up; Image projected on Buckingham Place [Tweet]
· 22 Jan 2020 Tulsi Gabbard files defamation complaint against Hillary Clinton [Complaint]
“With this action, Tulsi seeks to hold Clinton, and the political elites who enable her, accountable for distorting the truth in the middle of a critical Presidential election.”
· 22 Jan 2020 UN Special Rapporteur Nils Melzer on the Assange case and the sabotage of UN mechanisms by the United States, Great Britain, Sweden and Ecuador [DE Heise]
“In my view, it is in the core of my mandate to publicly protest when unmasked war criminals go unpunished while the whistleblowers and journalists are draconically punished for exposing such crimes”
· 22 Jan 2020 Day 1 of Senate Trial of Donald J Trump. [Livestream]
· 23 Jan 2020 Opening of “#HungryForPressFreedom” event (to Feb 20) Brussels [Tweet] [Website]
· 23 Jan 2020 Case Management Hearing 
[THREAD BBC] [Tweet M.A.E] [THREAD Colvin] [THREAD Henningsen]
[Tweet Ladefoged - NB unthreaded] [YT Videos Dimmack] 
[ES Tweets Graterol - unthreaded]
Press Statement [WiseUp]

“The court has agreed that the actual extradition hearing will begin on the 24th of February (1 week) and the hearing will then recommence on the 18th of May (3 weeks)” [Tweet]

Kristinn Hrafnsson: “We learned today from the prosecution that the US does not consider foreign nationals to be protected under the 1st Amendment” [Tweet]

“They [the US] are retaining the right to hunt down journalists all over the world, but they will not have 1st Amendment protection. That should send a clear message to all journalists about the importance of this case. ” [M.A.E. Tweet video] 

See also “It’s not about Julian Assange. It’s about press freedom.” ”[Dimmack YT video]

John Rees: “"They're saying that if #JulianAssange is extradited he will immediately be placed under 'Special Administrative Measures'. That means that he will not be able to speak to the press or the public, and neither will his legal team... He will be put in a black hole ..."” [Ladefoged Tweet video]

“Taken together, the assault on the 1st Amendment and the application of ‘Special Administrative Measures’,shows that the US intends that there is to be no effective justice in this case whatsoever.”  [M.A.E. Tweet video]

Naomi Colvin: “The defence intends to submit arguments on abuse of process. The US has made a detailed submission on the publication process, which the defence needs time to respond too. ” [Tweet]

“The CPS has also appointed its own medical expert,  although they have not yet been able to gain admittance to Belmarsh to assess” [Tweet]

“Several defence witnesses will give evidence anonymously, including two Spanish witnesses (presumably UC Global related) and four who will be referred to by initials only. ” [Tweet]

 “Assange was looking calm and composed, wearing a dark coloured suit. ” [Tweet]

Patrick Henningsen; “Defense lawyer Mr Fitzgerald [QC] describes daunting prospect of preparing expert witnesses in what's clearly an incredibly complex case, involving digital analysis, forensics, international treaty and extradition law, all of which makes this a 21st century bell weather case.” [Tweet]

““We simply can’t get in as we require to see Mr Assange and take instructions ... we need time to deal with that,” Fitzgerald [QC] said. “We need to deal with [the] points raised in the US Attorney General's statement. The reality is we are not ready to call the main body of our evidence,” the senior lawyer added.” [RT]    Also see [DEA Tweet]

Emmy Butlin: “He didn’t look very well … he only spoke to say his name and DOB.” [Video]

FollowUp: [Sputnik]  [RT]  [SBS AU]  [WSWS] [CommonDreams] [Newsweek]  [ZeroHedge] [TheCanary Pt1] [The Canary Pt2] [ConsortiumNews]  [ABC video]

Video Commentary [Lee Camp]
 
From WSWS:
[Kristinn] Hrafnsson explained he had mixed feelings about the change to the hearing dates, “Every day that Julian Assange has to spend in Belmarsh prison is a day too long. The fact that he has to spend another three months because of the delay in the second part of the procedure is of concern. On the other hand, it is such a big case that the lawyers need extra time as well. Bear in mind that they have limited access to Julian inside Belmarsh, which in itself is outrageous.

“So, I have mixed feelings. Let us hope that this will end as soon as possible. In the meantime, I know the lawyers will push towards changing the situation. Hopefully they will move him from the maximum-security prison in Belmarsh which is no place for a non-violent individual who is innocent by law and who is simply on remand awaiting a trial.”

WikiLeaks ambassador Joseph Farrell added that stripping Assange of free speech protections under the US Constitution “means that any foreign journalist is not protected by the First Amendment. This links in closely with what we have already said in the past is their extraterritorial arm. They are reaching into the United Kingdom for an Australian journalist who worked in Europe and the UK while publishing some of America’s most famous crimes. Now they are adding on to that, that he does not have protection under the First Amendment.”

“We have said previously that this is a precedent-setting case and the repercussions are already being seen with Glenn Greenwald’s indictment.”

· 23 Jan 2020 Day 2 of Senate Trial of Donald J Trump.[Livestream]
· 23 Jan 2020 New Libertarian support for Assange site started [Website]
· 23 Jan 2020 Day 3 of Senate Trial of Donald J Trump.[Livestream] 
(End of case put by Congress)
· 24 Jan 2020 Doomsday Clock approaches midnight [Article]
“On Thursday, the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, which for more than seven decades has maintained a Doomsday Clock, warned that human civilization is closer to midnight, i.e., total destruction, than at any other period in history, including the Cuban Missile Crisis at the height of the Cold war.”
· 24 Jan 2020 Joseph Farrell: Assange moved out of solitary in the “hospital” wing to new area with other prisoners. [DEA Tweet video] [DE RT video]

Coverage: [CanberraTimes]  [Sputnik]  [DailyMail] 
Analysis:   [C21Wire] [AntiWar] [CommonDreams]  [TheIndicter[
· 24 Jan 2020 Doctors For Assange event 9pm EST [CN News tweet ]
(Rescheduled from 21 Jan 2020 - see above)
· 24 Jan 2020 Stefania Maurizi on Live on the Fly [Website]  [AUDIO]
Stefania 
- highlights the contributions Wikileaks has made to the world of publishing and comments on the CIA four-year illegal spying on Assange, his lawyers and attorneys. 
- elaborates on her lawsuits to obtain communication between British prosecutors and U.S. Department of Justice, as well as her efforts to obtain emails between British prosecutors and the Swedish prosecutor. 
-  comments on Vault 7, the largest ever publication of confidential documents on the CIA, and Cablegate, among other matters.

FollowUp reporting: [MintPress]

See all 2020 ‘Live on the Fly’ episodes so far [WiseUp]
· 25 Jan 2020 2pm Edinburgh “Scotland Must Resist” event  [Tweet]  [Tickets (free)]
Speakers: Craig Murray, John Wight, Lisa Longstaff, Robert Somynne, Helen Mercer (JAD)
Livestreams: [Dimmack Stream] [Sputnik facebook video]
Tweetstreams: [ValentinaFlex Tweets (unthreaded)] [DeepaDriver thread]
Watching outside Belmarsh prison [Tweet]

Speeches from #ScotsDefendAssange first public meeting [YouTube]:
  02:00 - Craig Murray
  19:35 - Helen Mercer
  34:05 - Lisa Longstaff
  45:50 - Anna Brees
  49:00 - Srećko Horvat
  54:28 - John Wight
Reporting: [WiseUp summary]
· 25 Jan 2020 4-6pm Rally outside Belmarsh prison (with Yellow Vests)  [WiseUp] plus rallies in many other places

On site: [Dimmack THREAD videos] [Messages from France video] [M.A.E. tweet] [WiseUp Tweets (not threaded)] [Sovetski Tweet video] [Graterol tweet videos of French Yellow Vests (not threaded)]
Melbourne Rally [Ruptly] 
Messages from around the world [Tweet video]
German Author Moritz Müller outside the prison [EFPress video] 
(More videos on the YT EFPress channel.)
TrumanHuman initiative calling out messages from around the world [Tweet videos unthreaded. Maybe a YT video later.]

FollowUp: [WSWS]  [RT] [TheCanary] [ES TerceraInformacion]
· 25 Jan 2020 Award ceremony for Catalan Dignity Award. [Ruptly]
"We are really happy to offer an award to Julian Assange because he was an exemplary referent for us, a democratic reference whose journalism and informatics abilities allowed Catalonia to do the referendum in 2017," said the founder member of Catalan Dignity Commission Toni Strubell.

Data analyst Joe Brew accepted the award on Assange's behalf and delivered a speech.
· 25 Jan 2020 Nils Melzer announces a forthcoming report to the UN re psycholgical torture. [Tweet].
“"If you want to understand what governments have been doing in your name, go and watch ‘Eminent Monsters.’
To mark Nils Melzer's forthcoming report on psychological torture UN HRC, [the film] ‘Eminent Monsters’ will play in cinemas across the UK from 16th Feb. [Tickets] “

See also this paper on ‘Personality Disruption as Mental Torture’ [Tweet]  [Journal]
· 27 Jan 2020 Council of Europe meeting to discuss Assange case
Video may appear here later [COE Livestreams].
Speaking:  [Full Colvin THREAD]

- Andrej Hunko (German MP) [Tweet] 
   See also [Hunko Website[

- Nils Melzer (UN Rap on Torture)
  “Melzer: #Assange's rights have been "severely violated". His lawyers say they have inadequate access. Concerns that moving him out of medical wing may be designed to undercut medical arguments in the extradition hearing.” [Tweet]
  “Melzer: the response he has had from UK, US and Sweden are "typical of the kinds of reactions I have from states that are conscious that their conduct is unlawful." [Tweet]

  See also followup from Nils Melzer [Tweet]
- Régis Brillat (European Committee for the Prevention of Torture - CPT)
  Brillat “describes the committee's inspections of Belmarsh. When they last visited in 2005, they found medical provision for inmates w severe disabilities was inadequate.” [Tweet]

- Anthony Bellanger (IFJ Global - Journalists Union) [Multiple tweets]
  “Bellanger: we have submitted an urgent alert to the Council of Europe platform for the protection of journalists. The UK has not responded to this alert. We have events coming up in Brussels this week.” [Tweet]
  “Bellanger speculates that #Assange has been moved out of isolation because the UK authorities do not want him to be observed in poor health during February's hearings. [Tweet]

  See also statement (in French) [IFJ Website] Includes full transcript.
- John Shipton 
“”... now addressing the room: "together we will free Julian and we will ensure Europeans can keep publishing." ” [Tweet]

  See also interview in [FR ParisMatch]
  “Says John Shipton, which recalls that Assange received 16 major journalism prizes. "These people are responsible for the deaths of 1.5 million people and the suffering of millions more, they swim up to their necks in a river of blood, but they point the finger at Julian Assange and claim that he has “Endangered lives.” ”
- Gianni Marilotti (head of Italy’s inter-Parliamentary group monitoring this case)
   Marilotti: "Our aim is to monitor the upcoming hearings in the UK." [Tweet]
  “Marilotti: "We should be outraged by the silence of certain states on what is happening to Assange" [Tweet]
END

Draft resolution; [EN COE] [FR COE]

Reporting: [RT]  [Guardian] [FR LeGrandSoir] [WikiLeaks THREAD] [Bridges FMF] 
[ES Cadenaser]  [FR NextInpact]  [Sputnik]  [WSWS]  [[IndependentAustralia]
· 27 Jan 2020 Edward Snowden on the similarities between charges against Julian Assange and Glenn Greenwald [WaPo]
“The most essential journalism of every era is precisely that which a government attempts to silence. These prosecutions demonstrate that they are ready to stop the presses — if they can.”
Lee Camp on the same theme. [Tweet video]
· 28 Jan 2020 Craig Murray discusses the significance of the FBI emails addressing Seth Rich that recently surfaced via a FOIA request. [Blog]  [ConsortiumNews]
· 28 Jan 2020 Juan Branco in Greece -  “We are lucky Julian is still alive” [Article]
· 28 Jan 2020 Simon McDonald, Deputy Permanent Secretary of the UK Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the European country, reported as saying, in Quito, that the UK never promised not to extradite Julian Assange to a country with the death penalty - only that he would not be extradited if there was danger that he would face the death penaly. [LaRepubblica].  

UPDATE: See 4 Feb 2020 Carlos Poveda contradicts this statement.
· 28 Jan 2020 LeMonde discuss Julian’s health and the difficulties he is experiencing meeting with his lawyers [FR LeMonde]
· 29 Jan 2020 Joseph Farrell and others on ICA’s ‘Closed Circuit: True Information’ in London [Tweet video]
· 29 Jan 2020 IFJ Global call on the Belgium govt to support Assange 
[THREAD]  [Website]
They call on the Belgian govt to:
1: Recognise #JulianAssange as a political prisoner
2: Send observers to his trial
3:  Grant him protection
4:: Do its utmost to avoid his extradition to the US

Reporting: [MorningStar]  [IFJ]
· 29 Jan 2020 John Shipton accepts the first Academic Honoris Causa at the Palais des Académies in Brussels on behalf of Julian Assange [Tweet]
Also at Assange Day in Brussels [Tweet video]
· 29 Jan 2020 John Shipton interviewed on his way to visit Julian in Belmarsh prison [Sputnik] [Aydinlik]
· 29 Jan 2020 Contents of a 69 page report to the Spanish National Court from Assange’s defence team re the spying in the Embassy are reported [ES Article]
Related articles: [WSWS]
· 29 Jan 2020 John Worthington (journalist) speaks about Julian Assange in the context of current events at Guantánamo. [Article] [Audio Interview]
· 30 Jan 2020 6pm Washington DC “The Prosecution of Julian Assange & Its Impact on the Freedom of the Press” [Tweet] [Register (free)]
Video: [CourageFound]
· Speakers: 
Mary-Rose Papandrea, UNC,(Mod)	[00:00] 		
Amy Jeffress, former DOJ, 	[04:15]
Jameel Jaffer, 	[08:08]
Ben Wizner, ACLU	[11:20]
Followed by discussion as a panel
Coverage:

FollowUp: Barry Pollack interviewed afterwards [YouTube]
· 31 Jan 2020 Juan Branco on Democracy and Freedom of Speech, Bristol, UK
[Announcement]
· 31 Jan 2020 New Nils Melzer interview: “A murderous system is being created before our very eyes”  [EN Republik] [DE Republik] [EN short YouTube] [EN PDF]
Excerpts:
“[Sweden] pulled the plug and abandoned the case a week later because they knew I would not back down. When countries like Sweden allow themselves to be manipulated like that, then our democracies and our human rights face a fundamental threat.”

“From my perspective, Sweden very clearly acted in bad faith. Had they acted in good faith, there would have been no reason to refuse to answer my questions. 

The same holds true for the British: Following my visit to Assange in May 2019, they took six months to answer me – in a single-page letter, which was primarily limited to rejecting all accusations of torture and all inconsistencies in the legal proceedings. If you’re going to play games like that, then what’s the point of my mandate? I am the Special Rapporteur on Torture for the United Nations. I have a mandate to ask clear questions and to demand answers. What is the legal basis for denying someone their fundamental right to defend themselves? Why is a man who is neither dangerous nor violent held in solitary confinement for several months when UN standards legally prohibit solitary confinement for periods extending beyond 15 days? 

None of these UN member states launched an investigation, nor did they answer my questions or even demonstrate an interest in dialogue.”

What does all this mean?
“On a practical level, it means that you, as a journalist, must now defend yourself. Because if investigative journalism is classified as espionage and can be incriminated around the world, then censorship and tyranny will follow. 
A murderous system is being created before our very eyes. War crimes and torture are not being prosecuted. YouTube videos are circulating in which American soldiers brag about driving Iraqi women to suicide with systematic rape. Nobody is investigating it.
At the same time, a person who exposes such things is being threatened with 175 years in prison. For an entire decade, he has been inundated with accusations that cannot be proven and are breaking him. 
And nobody is being held accountable. Nobody is taking responsibility. It marks an erosion of the social contract. We give countries power and delegate it to governments – but in return, they must be held accountable for how they exercise that power. If we don’t demand that they be held accountable, we will lose our rights sooner or later. Humans are not democratic by their nature. Power corrupts if it is not monitored. Corruption is the result if we do not insist that power be monitored.”
FollowUp: [SwissInfo]  [MediaLens 13 Feb]
“Despite the credibility and integrity of the source, and the obvious newsworthiness of the issue, our ProQuest database search finds that Nils Melzer and his comments published in Republik on 31 January have not been mentioned in any US or UK media outlet.”
 [MediaLens 13 Feb]
· 31 Jan 2020 Nils Melzer [7:10], Lauri Love [1:10:04] and John Kiriakou [1:42:25] on ‘Assange - Countdown to Freedom Ep 5 2020’ [Audio and bios]
· 31 Jan 2020 Suzie Dawson discusses her knowledge of Julian Assange (and other matters) with Tareq Haddad [YouTube]
“One of the first most major reasons that I respect Julian is his interventions in saving the lives of at-risk journalists and publishers. And there’s a long history of that. Julian, throughout his career, consistently intervened and advocated for, and attempted to provide security and protection and assistance to whistleblowers, but also particularly to journalists and to publishers who he felt were of significance. And there is a number of journalists and publishers for whom Julian;s intervention made a material difference in the outcome of their situations. … 

Wikileaks saves lives! [In contrast to] the government narrative that they endanger lives ...” [1:01:32]

“One of the most saddening things for me - not just in my own case - it saddens me that for all the lives that Julian saved, the jailing of him, the containing of him, the degrading of him, robs future whistleblowers, sources, at-risk journalists and publishers of his intervention and his support and his advocacy. And that is a real crime. It’s not just Julian’s one life, but all of the lives that he would have touched, and would have saved, and positively impacted. ” [1:53:35]
· 31 Jan 2020 Nomination of Julian Assange, Chelsea Manning and Edward Snowden for the Nobel Peace Prize by 17 members of the German Bundestag 
Tweet] [FullText]
· [bookmark: _co2r66mlp1vl] FEBRUARY 2020.   
· 1 Feb 2020 Germany: Initiative by former SPD leader Sigmar Gabriel, fmr Fed. Minister of the Interior Gerhart Baum (FDP), fmr Fed. Minister of Justice Herta Däubler-Gmelin (SPD), Left MP Sevim Dagdelen, journalist Günter Wallraff: 
“We demand humane prison conditions for Assange“ [Tweet]  [Statement]

FollowUp: [RND]
· 2 Feb 2020 Srećko Horvat speaks about what the world is missing with Julian silenced (made for ScotsDefendAssange event) [Tweet video]
· 3 Feb 2020 Joshua Schulte trial due to start. [WashingtonTimes]
“Barry J. Pollack, a lawyer for Mr Assange, told The Washington Times that the WikiLeaks publisher’s legal team is interested in the outcome of the trial of Joshua Adam Schulte scheduled to start Monday..

Mr. Schulte, a former CIA software engineer, has been charged in connection with allegedly supplying WikiLeaks with agency hacking tools released by the website in 2017 under the name “Vault 7.”

“It shouldn’t have any impact on the case against Assange,” Mr. Pollack said. “The [Assange] indictment has absolutely nothing to do with Vault 7 so there’s really no overlap actually in the two cases.”

Related [THREAD] re slides for presentation
Tweets: [Jaraparilla]  Related [THREAD] from Stefania Maurizi.
  Day 2 [InnerCityPress THREAD]

Reporting: [NYT]  [WSJ] Later - Feb 15 [WSWS]

 “The trial will expose the inner workings of an agency that relies on secrecy. Witnesses will include covert C.I.A. employees who will testify under pseudonyms. 

During the testimony of C.I.A. witnesses, reporters will not be allowed to describe their physical appearance. Their identities are so sensitive that prosecutors told Mr. Schulte’s lawyers they could not search for the witnesses on the internet in a way that would link their real names with the C.I.A.”  [NYT]
· 3 Feb 2020 “Free the Truth” event London [Register] [Tweet]
Speakers: Eva Joly, Nils Melzer & Craig Murray
Livestream: Gordon Dimmack [YouTube]
	Livestream	  Clip
Deepa Driver           	       [MC]
Craig Murray    	      [3:28]	[YouTube]
John Shipton       	    [15:47]	[YouTube]
Eva Joly                     	    [22:30]	[YouTube]
Lisa Longstaff      	    [35:09]	[YouTube]
Nils Meltzer          	    [45:14]   [Transcript]	[YouTube]
Emmy B (JADC)	 [1:09:55]
Q & A	 [1:13:29]
Tweets: [EmmyB Tweets unthreaded] [Corredor Tweets unthreaded] 
Coverage: [WiseUp]  [Sputnik]  [WSWS]

Nils Melzer: “"I refuse to be intimidated ... It's a violation of my independence to try to circumvent official proceedings & to undermine my credibility with the UN and my employer. I will certainly NOT back down."
· 3 Feb 2020 Lightshow of “support Assange” memes on buildings in Berlin [THREAD]
· 3 Feb 2020 Carlos Poveda contradicts the reported statement from UK Minister Simon McDonald (in Quito - see 28 Jan 2019) that the UK never promised not to extradite Assange to a country that had the death penalty. He refers to statements made by Ecuador’s Chancellor José Valencia (in Oct 2018) and says there was also a supporting letter from the UK.. 
 [EN Tweet] [ES video  PuntasNoticias]
· 3 Feb 2020 Italian Senator Gianni Marilotti : On the Italian Parliamentarian Intergroup for the Monitoring of Julian Assange case [Article]
· 3 Feb 2020 ‘Law and Disorder’ with guests Debbie Hrbek (lawyer) and Nathan Fuller (executive director of Courage Foundation) [Podcast]
· 4 Feb 2020 Interview with Nils Melzer on the subject of Torture. [Sputnik]
· 4 Feb 2020 Interview with Fidel Narváez, who says Julian is incarcerated under a “draconian regime” in Belmarsh prison. [ES Alacarta video]
· 4 Feb 2020 at 12 Midday: “Legal, Systemic and Reputational Implications of the Assange Case” 
Was Chatham House - now at Frontline Club. [Tweet]
Speakers: 
Keme Nzerem (Moderator) 
Sir Richard Dearlove (MI5) - absent 
James Goodale
Helena Kennedy QC
Nils Melzer	Short clip [RealMedia YouTube]
Peter Oborne
Claire Smith

On Site: [RealMediaGB Tweet video] [Longer RealMedia Youtube video]

Reporting: [MorningStar]  [Newsweek]

“Intervening from the floor, National Union of Journalists president Tim Dawson said that we needed to urgently wake up to the “monstrous” case against Mr Assange. “If successful this will place every journalist under fear of it being used against them,” he said, citing advice from the Law Commission to the Theresa May government which recommended legal changes to allow those in receipt of classified information to be prosecuted as well as those who leaked it.”

“Human rights lawyer Clive Stafford-Smith said that governments in Britain and the US increasingly tried to conflate “national security with political embarrassment,” while former New York Times general counsel James Goodale warned that the arrest of Glenn Greenwald in Brazil indicated other governments were already using the precedent of Assange’s prosecution to clamp down on critical journalism.

The debate, which took place under Chatham House Rules, also heard from journalist Peter Oborne on his dismay at the willingness of so many journalists to ignore or collude in the prosecution of Mr Assange.

Former Foreign Office official Claire Smith spoke about the need for accountability on the part of organisations such as WikiLeaks.

It had been due to hear from former MI6 chief Sir Richard Dearlove, but he cancelled at late notice.” [MorningStar]
· 4 Feb 2020 at 7pm “Press freedom and the case of Julian Assange” Logan Hall, London [Tweet]  [Details] [DEA PressRelease] 
Speakers:
- Highlights::	[ActivismMunich YouTube]
- @johnmcdonnellMP, Labour, Shadow Chancellor 	[ActivismMunich YouTube]
- @suigenerisjen, lawyer for Assange	[ActivismMunich YouTube] [DE video]
- @NilsMelzer, UN torture expert	[ActivismMunich YouTube]
- @khrafnsson, WikiLeaks editor in chief	[ActivismMunich YouTube] [DE video]
- @TariqAli_News, historian & journalist	[ActivismMunich YouTube]
 Post-event interviews:
- @NilsMelzer	[ActivismMunich YouTube]
- John Shipton and Kristinn Hrafnsson	[ActivismMunich YouTube]
- Richard Burgon MP (includes speech as well)	[ActivismMunich YouTube]

See John Rees speaking about the importance of this event [Tweet video] [

On site: [llulinspector Tweets videoclips (unthreaded)] [Passarelli tweets unthreaded]
[Nineham Tweet videos unthreaded] [Joseph Farrell tweets unthreaded] 
Video snippets [EFPress]  [Photos]

Reporting: On the politics [WSWS] On speeches [Sputnik] Background [Counterfire] [CamdenNewJournal]
· 4 Feb 2020 Swiss article outlining the problems in Sweden’s treatment of Assange, quoting Nils Melzer. [NZZ]
· 4 Feb 2020 Lauri Love interview - discusses his suicidal thoughts when facing extradition to the US [BBC]
· 5 Feb 2020 The City of Yarra in Melbourne has just passed a motion of support for Julian Assange, joining Darebin City Council calling on the Australian government to  Bring Assange Home. [Tweet] [Council Agenda PDF]
· 5 Feb 2020 Senate vote on the impeachment of Donald Trump - acquitted.
· 5 Feb 2020 at 10pm ‘Eminent Monsters’ (a documentary abouy state torture playing on the UK ET/PT Documentary channel.
See discussion about the film here: [Tweet  [YouTube] and Nils Melzer comment above at 25 Jan 2020, and [AlJazeera June 2019]
· 6 Feb 2020 Greg Barns and Lisanne Adam “Julian Assange - The Long Road to Europe” [Article]

“This commentary outlines the breaches of Assange’s human rights in the European Convention of Human Rights (herein after ECHR) and how he can seek effective protection against encroachment of his rights.
Although the UK is in the process of leaving the European Union, its membership of the Council of Europe remains and currently the UK purports to adhere to European Human Rights Law. As a Member State, the UK has committed itself to honouring ECtHR precedent and protect the rights outlined in the ECHR. When considering the proceedings against Assange, there are at least three relevant charter provisions that are at stake. The potential breaches of these human rights provide him sufficient grounds to apply for consideration to the ECtHR.”
· 6 Feb 2020 John Shipton and Joseph Farrell speak in Brighton UK [Register]
Reporting: [WiseUp]
· 6 Feb 2020 10am Event - Appeal for the release of Julian Assange from UK extradition custody, during the Bundes Press Conference 
[Tweet] [DE Link]
Speakers: Sigmar Gabriel, Gerhart Baum, Herta Däubler-Gmelin, Sevim Dagdelen (Member of the Bundestag), Navid Kermani, writer Günter Wallraff

Letter and signatories (currently 2,267). Sign online. 
RSF reminder to sign petition 14 Feb [Tweet video]

Reporting: [PT Lusa] 
· 6 Feb 2020 German cross-party appeal for release of Julian Assange launches in Berlin [Livestream Ruptly]

German papers full of Assange articles: [DE Tweet] [DE ORF] [DE ZDF] [DE Freitag]  [DE DW ][EN DW] [DE Stern] [DE Tagesspiegel]  [DE Taz] [DE Taz 2]  [DE Zeit]  [DE NZZ]
[Ruptly tweet video]  [DE CourrierInternational]  [HeuteJournal]

EN FollowUp: [ConsortiumNews US] [Standard UK] [DissidentVoice] [EN DW Opinion]

Nils Melzer Interview (in German) [DE DeutschlandFunk]
“And the argument that nobody is above the law, I think, is completely inappropriate here. Or perhaps the other way around: one would have to ask whether the British authorities and the Swedish and American authorities are above the law.

It should also not be forgotten that WikiLeaks has proven the most serious crimes, including war crimes, with its publications and that no one has been prosecuted to this day - that is, the credibility of the rule of law is already very badly affected there. Instead, the person who published this information is now being tracked.”

More on Nils Melzer [Sueddeutsche] [DW tweet video]
· 6 Feb 2020 Quentin Lafay: “I support Assange”  FR [LeMonde]
“A member of Emmanuel Macron's campaign team in 2017, Quentin Lafay saw his emails hacked, then disseminated by the Wikileaks site. In a column in "Le Monde", he considers that if his experience highlights the excesses of transparency, it in no way calls into question the value of the work carried out for years by Julian Assange, whose trial is due to start on February 24.”
· 7 Feb 2020 “Five countries attacking the press”  Article [ThePrivacyIssue]
Looks at Brazil (Glenn Greenwald), Saudi Arabia (recent report), US (Chelsea Manning), UK (Julian Assange), NZ (Suzie Dawson)

DIscussed with the author here [YouTube]
· 7 Feb 2020 Juan Branco “Julian Assange is not in compromise with the truth" [SudFed audio and text]
· 7 Feb 2020 “The government deadline for responding to defence documents will be February 7” [Modern Ghana]
· 7 Feb 2020 Remand hearing 
(Don’t know what happened to this - cancelled?)
· 7 Feb 2020 Dr Cornell West, Max Blumenthal, and Ben Wizner on Live on the Fly [Website]  [AUDIO]
· 7 Feb 2020 David Morales, owner of the Spanish company UCGlobal -, investigated for alleged spying on Julian Assange, during his stay at the embassy of Ecuador in London- will testify at the Spanish National Court.

Reporting: [ES Confirmado]
· 7 Feb 2020 Julian Assange, John Pilger and Wilfred Burchett, three extraordinary Australian journalists discussed [MintPress]
“Each of these journalists made unique contributions to our understanding of the world. Although Australia is part of the western world, each of these journalists exposed and criticized Western foreign policy.
· 8 Feb 2020  Fidel Narváez, Ecuador's ex-consul in London: "Assange is a political prisoner"  [RTVE]
· 8 Feb 2020 Report from E15 Campaign re solidarity with Free Julian Assange efforts (meeting dated 1 Feb) [WiseUp]
· 8 Feb 2020 Solidarity action at the Home Office, London. [WiseUp]
· 8 Feb 2020 Meeting in Montreal, Canada to support Assange [WSWS]
“A key first step in this campaign is to break through the wall of silence the Canadian political establishment and media have erected around the persecution of Julian Assange, the founder and publisher of Wikileaks, and Chelsea Manning.”
· 8 Feb 2020 Yanis Varoufakis and Brian Eno on Intelligence Squared [YouTube]
In this segment Brian Eno alludes to a recent phonecall Varoufakis is said to have received from Assange (without date or details) - “Yanis talked to him very recently” -  but Varoufakis does not specifically comment on that phonecall, although he does claim that Assange is still in solitary confinement “23 hours a day”.

Amongst his statements supporting Assange in this clip, Varoufakis goes on to claim [erroneously] that Assange was “supporting Trump” - without providing any evidence for that.
· 9 Feb 2020 in Australia,  Dr Alison Broinowski (former AU diplomat) speaks out for Assange [IndependentAustralia]
· 9 Feb 2020 2-5pm Los Angeles “The Prosecution of Julian Assange & the Threat to the Freedom of the Press” [Tweet] [Register (free)]
Speakers: Alveena Shah, Barry Pollack (Julian Assange’s US attorney), Marjorie Cohn, Carey Shenkman, Jim Lafferty, Stephen Rohde, Sharon Kyle

Presentation: [Website]  [Event materials] [Videoclips used] [Video ??]
· 9 Feb 2020 Interview re Assange situation published in Brazil [BR DCM]
· 10 Feb 2020 Nozomi Hayase public lecture “The Prosecution of Julian Assange: The War on Journalism” Sonoma State University, CA [Event details] 
[YouTube full lecture]

Reporting: 
· 10 Feb 2020 Chris Hedges writes “What is happening to Assange will happen to the rest of us”  [TruthDig]
· 10 Feb 2020 George Christenson and Andrew Wilkie (both Australian MPs) to travel to UK to visit Assange. Wilkie tables petition in parliament.: [Tweet video]
“Julian Assange is an Australian citizen & should be allowed to return home to Australia. Myself & Andrew Wilkie MP will travel..to visit Mr Assange..to assess his condition first-hand after concerning reports about his health & treatment w/in Belmarsh Prison." [Tweet from FB video]

See also AustraliansForAssange meeting with the MPs [Tweet]

Follow Up: [SkyNews article and video 12 Feb]
· 10 Feb 2020 Assange wins Gary Webb Freedom of the Press Award - “for courage in the face of an unprecedented attack on press freedom.” [ConsortiumNews]

“The award is named after journalist Gary Webb whose life was cut short after the mainstream press vilified him for accurate reports about a CIA operation that flooded urban areas of the U.S. with cocaine from Nicaragua.Journalist and filmmaker 

John Pilger, a member of the Consortium News board, said: “Having been close to Julian Assange through much of his struggle against corrupt power, I had no hesitation in voting for him for the Gary Webb prize. While Gary was a tragedy at the end, Julian must be a triumph.”
· 10 Feb 2020 Latest report on Spanish National Court case [ES El Pais] [EN ElPais]

David Morales , owner of the Spanish security company that spied on Julian Assange at the Embassy of Ecuador in London, has declared before Judge José de la Mata that the recently deceased Ecuadorian ambassador Carlos Abad asked him to record the cyber-activist's conversations during his stay in the diplomatic legation. The ex-military and director of the UC Global SL gave a statement last Friday in the Court of the National Court that instructs the case and, despite the numerous evidence revealed by El Pais and accumulated in the judicial investigation, denied that the espionage had finally carried out.”
· 11 Feb 2020 Peter Whish-Wilson, Australian (Green) Senator, makes statement in parliament in support of Assange. [Tweet]

And later (12 Feb) in support of Jeremy Corbyn’s remarks [Tweet]
· 12 Feb 2020 Jeremy Corbyn asks the UK PM, in parliament:  
[ITV Tweet video] [RT Tweet subtitled video]

'Will the PM agree with the parliamentary report that is going to the Council of Europe that this extradition should be opposed and the rights of journalists and whistleblowers upheld?”

The PM states that he will not comment on any individual case, BUT “'It is obvious that the rights of journalists and whistleblowers should be upheld - and this government will clearly continue to do that.”

The PM also agrees that there are “areas of that relationship which are unbalanced” in the US/UK extradition treaty. [ITV tweet video]

Reporting: [IndependentUK] [WSWS] 
· 12 Feb 2020 NY Courage Foundation “Assange & Press Freedom” event, with James Goodale (former NYT General Counsel) speaking  [Announcement]
Video ????
Reporting ????
· 12 Feb 2020 German TV report “Enemy of the State or Victim of Justice?” 
[DE AuslandJournal video]
· 12 Feb 2020 UK official “Press Freedom” event at Chatham House - Assange supporters demonstrate outside [WiseUp]
· 13 Feb 2020 The French firm of Dupond-Morretti & Vey have joined the international team of lawyers who will be representing Assange in tte upcoming extradition trial. [Tweet]  
Reporting: [LeParisien]  [Europe1]
· 13 Feb 2020 BBCScot The Nine interviews Nls Melzer about the nature of torture for coming documentary about Dr Ewan Cameron. [Tweet video]
· 13 Feb 2020 MediaLens analyse the persecution of Assange via commentary by Nils Melzer - “Burned at the stake” [Article]
· 13 Feb 2020 Phillip Adams interviews John Pilger from Australia:
[Tweet video] [ABC Radio Webpage]

In this clip Phillip Adams also refers (at 0:25) to an email he received from Yanis Varoufakis which allegedly described a 30min phonecall from Assange to Varoufakis a few days previously in which Assange is said to have stated that - despite being moved to the new wing - he is still only allowed out of his cell for just “one hour a day.” This reiterates what Adams said in his 10 Feb tweet. So far Varoufakis doesn’t seem to have put out any first hand report on this phonecall, confirming when it happened or any details, although it is alluded to in his comments recorded  on 8 Feb 2020 (see above).
· 14 Feb 2020 Interview with Stefania Maurizi [ES ElConfidencial]
“A: From 2017, shortly after the change of the video surveillance cameras in the embassy and its replacement by others that incorporate audio. It is true that these cameras looked, what we did not know is that they also listened to us, and that they were recording us. Also discovering that my phones were disassembled has been a cushion. To this day I don't know if they managed to access the information I had stored on my devices. I don't know if they were able to break the encryption. It's something that worries me a lot. I tried my best to protect my sources , but I don't know if I succeeded.

Q: Don't you know what happened with that data?
A: Exactly. And this is one of the reasons why I hope we can soon know the truth about the espionage of UC Global . I would like to know what they had access to and what they were looking for. I want to underline that, to access the embassy, ​​[UC Global staff] asked us for our data and belongings, guaranteeing that nothing was going to be touched.” [...]
“A: I give an example. One of the main journalists of The Washington Post has also been spied on . She is Ellen Nakashima , a reporter specializing in national security, and so, as far as I know, she has not published a line on the alleged espionage of UC Global. Why? Why the British newspaper The Guardian, which is in London, has not given space to the case? These are questions that I ask myself. Repubblica [the newspaper where Maurizi now writes] has done it, other newspapers too, but we are a minority.”
· 14 Feb 2020 Reporters Without Borders (RSF) tweeting in support of Assange [Tweet]
· 14 Feb 2020 Vivienne Westwood opens her VWAW2021 Fashion Show with items related to Julian Assange - using as a template the cloak worn by Pamela Anderson when she first visited Julian at Belmarsh prison. [Tweet]
· 14 Feb 2020 Nils Meltzer interviewed [DE Beobachter article and video]
· 14 Feb 2020: Glen Ford, Renata Avila, Howie Hawkins, Max Blumenthal “Countdown to Freedom (Ep 7)” [Podcast] [Transcript]
· 14 Feb 2020 Bill Binney, 32 year National Security Agency (NSA) expert, has made a sworn declaration that Wiki-leaks did not receive stolen data from the Russian government. [NationalFile]

“Intrinsic metadata shows that the data in question was put on a thumb drive and physically taken from the DNC.”
· 15 Feb 2020 The Joshua Schulte (Vault 7) trial continues. [WSWS]

“The proceedings provide a glimpse into the kind of kangaroo court that Julian Assange will face if he is extradited from Britain to the US to face trumped-up Espionage Act charges over separate 2010 and 2011 WikiLeaks publications. If Schulte is convicted, it may also aid the attempts of the US Department of Justice to concoct further charges against Assange, on the grounds that he violated US “national security.”
“The corporate media is seeking to suppress any public discussion of the Schulte trial. The handful of reports in the New York Times, Washington Post and other prominent publications have said virtually nothing about the assault on whistleblowers revealed in Schulte’s treatment, or the content of the material he is alleged to have leaked. It is as if Edward Snowden, the whistleblower who came to international prominence by exposing US National Security Agency surveillance operations, were on trial in New York and the media did not bother to show up.”
· 15 Feb 2020 Julian Assange “Show Trial” Portobello Rd, London. [WiseUp]
“Julian Assange Show Trial Portobello Parade started at Ladbroke Grove station with leafleting and discussion, then under the Westway to Portobello Road. 

Led by Chief Magistrate Arbuthnot with her Hammer of Injustice, followed by the Accused masked, Gitmo jumpsuited, chained, their slow shuffle causing public shock in West London’s premiere market.”
· 15 Feb 2020 2pm CUNY Law, NYC “Prosecution of Julian Assange: His Right to Publish is Our Right to Know” [Tweet] [Register (free)] [Livestream]
Speakers:
-  Daniel Ellsberg 	   [  6:08] Pre-recorded
-  Jennifer Robinson   	   [  8:23] Pre-recorded
-  Margaret Kunstler 	   [10:05] Intro re “In Defense of Julian Assange”
-  Anya Parampil (Moderator) 	   [11:50]
-  Jim Goodale	   [12:45]
-  Daniel Ellsberg & Noam Ckomsky	   [22:58] Pre-recorded
-  Renata Avila	   [28:20]
,- Glen Ford,	   [40:32]
-  Alice Walker	   [52:37]  By Phone
-  Max Blumenthal	   [58:35]
-   Noam Chomsky	[1:14:41]  Pre-recorded
-  Q & A	[1:19:11]

Reporting: [WSWS]   

NOTE: Ironically, WSWS - who were prevented from speaking at the meeting (due to “time constraints”) - were the first to give a substantial report on the meeting (to my knowledge).
· 16 Feb 2020 Letter (dated 28 Jan 2029) received/published  from Buckingham Palace in response to a suggestion that she invoke “the Royal Prerogative” [ie a Royal Pardon] on behalf of Assange. A copy of the petition was sent with the letter to the Palace.: 
Content of the original letter: 	[Tweet]
Response from Palace: 	[Tweet]  
Public Petition: 	[Petition]

From Buckingham Palace:
“I have been asked to write in response to your letter to the Queen from which careful note has been taken of your comments regarding Mr Julian Assange.
I must tell you, however. That as a constitutional Sovereign, Her Majesty acts on the advice of her Ministers and remains strictly non-political at all times. This is, therefore, not a matter in which the Queen would intervene.” [emphasis added]

Reporting: [RT] 
· 16 Feb 2020 Nils Melzer at “Eminent Monsters”:
"By not speaking up we align ourselves with the human rights abusers and criminals in our military and governments. As a consequence we persecute the very people who take their lives in their hands to expose them." [Tweet]
See also earlier [Tweet]

Reporting” [WSWS]  FollowUp  [The Guardian]
· 16 Feb 2020 Geoffrey Robertson QC announces Australian speaking  tour
 “It’s No Longer Hypothetical” from 19-28 May 2020 [Agenda]
“Geoffrey Robertson will take to the stage in an evening of thought and analysis as he discusses some of the of the big issues of our time. He will discuss 
- Brexit and Trump in a post-truth era and 
- calls for Australia’s constitutional regeneration after the bushfires. He will explain 
- what is really happening to the royal family and to Julian Assange, 
- how fake news distorts democracy and 
- why the rich will inherit the earth.

The tour coincides with the start [18 May] of the second part of the Assange extradition trial.
· 16 Feb 2020 Nozomi Hayase “Assange’s Extradition Case: Critical Moment for the Anti-War Movement” [CommonDreams]
· 16 Feb 2020 The German media blast continues: with a focus on the petition to free Julian DE [ReporterAG: tweet]  [DE Petition]
Also [DE Kulturzeit video - Nils Melzer] [DE Heute video - Nil Melzer] [DE Taz]

Commentary: [WSWS]
· 16 Feb 2020 The Australian MPs (Andrew Wilkie and George Christensen) arrive in London and meet up with Nils Melzer. [Tweet].

Reporting: [EveningStandard] [MSN with SkyNews video]
· 16 Feb 2020 Ongoing Swiss petition for the Swiss government to offer asylum for Julian Assange [Tweet] [Petition]
· 16 Feb 2020 [ES] Interview with Fidel Narváez [DiarioContexto]
· 17 Feb 2020 Afshin Rattansi trolls Special UK Envoy Amal Clooney for her statement on Press Freedom (reported by the Guardian):  [Tweet]

Clooney: “UK should be more innovative in defending press freedom.”
Rattansi: “Like releasing from detention the most famous journalist/publisher in the world - Julian Assange of Wikileaks

Further commentary on this theme: [C21stWire] [RT]  [RT with Neil Clark]
· 17 Feb 2020 WSWS accuse Australian MSM of a media blackout on Assange on the eve of the extradition trial - listing all the key events in the last few weeks that have NOT been covered in the AU media [WSWS]

“It is unconscionable that what can only be described as an almost total media blackout is taking place on the Assange case on the eve of the extradition hearings. Developments that are inherently in the public interest are being flagrantly censored.
The Australian media is a particularly graphic example of this censorship, as Assange is an Australian citizen, a member of the Media Entertainment and Arts Alliance, and, in 2011, WikiLeaks was bestowed the profession’s Walkley Award for “Most Outstanding Contribution to Journalism.”
Listed below are just some of the developments over the last several weeks that have not been reported in any serious fashion—let alone made the subject of probing commentary and investigation—by the print, radio and television media in Australia, including both corporate-owned media and the state-owned Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) and Special Broadcasting Service (SBS).
· 17 Feb 2020 Statement on Australian secrecy laws from David Anderson, ABC Managing Director [Statement] 

“This ruling highlights the serious problem with Australia’s secrecy laws.  Australia has by far the most onerous secrecy laws of any comparable western democracy – the UK, US, Canada, New Zealand.”
· 17 Feb 2020 A reminder of the courage of Chelsea Manning [RedFlag]
“... of any individual in the West, Chelsea Manning has done the most to fight against all of the torture, all of the murders, all of the lies of the occupation. She found a crack in the armour of the US military: her own humanity. She pushed it open until it was wide enough that the world could see into the realities of the war, and she fuelled opposition to militarism by millions.
Chelsea Manning’s imprisonment serves as a reminder of the lengths to which capitalist states will go to commit murder and keep it out of the public eye, to punish anyone who exposes or fights it. But her heroic ongoing refusal to testify serves as a lesson. The history of war is also the history of heroic resistance to war.”
· 17 Feb 2020 Andrew Wilkie (Australian MP) meets with Jeremy Corbyn and speaks about Assange [Tweet]  [Tweet]

Reporting: [ABC]
· 17 Feb 2020 WikiLeaks locked out of their Twitter account. [Tweet]. 
	Account restored late at night. [Tweet]

Reporting: [GatewayPundit]  [RT]
· 17 Feb 2020 ABC (Aus) step up with a decent report of recent happenings. [ABC]
· 17 Feb 2020 Doctors For Assange report published in [TheLancet]

Reporting: [7News]  [DE SRF]  [DE Stern]  [WSWS]  [NewMatilda] [TheAustralian] [DE Zeit]  [9News]  [RT] [MorningStarOnline]  [UK Standard]

Comment: George Galloway on [RT]
· 17 Feb 2020 John Pilger writes, as trial about to commence, “Julian Assange Must Be Freed, Not Betrayed” [ConsortiumNews]
· 17 Feb 2020 Mary Kostakidis tweets video of (sadly, now dead) Aaron Swartz (“The Internet’s Own Boy”) speaking about Julian Assange:  [Tweet]
· 18 Feb 2020 (am) Press conference with Andrew Wilkie & George Christensen (Australian MPs in UK to see Assange), Jennifer Robinson, Kristinn Hrafnsson

Livestream: [Wikileaks Tweet video] [pscp]  [CN News YouTube]

On site: [Solmaz Tweets] [Crump Tweets] [Rees Tweet] [FPA Tweet photos]
Interviews: George Christensen [CN News]

Stefania Maurizi: “Just look at this overcrowded press conference in London and imagine if the media had done any serious journalism on the Julian Assange case: if so, Julian Assange would have never ever gone through the suffering he has in the last 10 years.”  [Tweet]

NOTE: During this session Andrew Wilkie voiced the concern (31:15) that, should Julian defeat the extradition request in court, the UK might then deport him to Australia, which has a “much looser” extradition agreement with the US - ie Australia could extradite Assange to the US on ‘political’ grounds (while the UK cannot). Wilkie accidently uses the term ‘deport’ in that context when he clearly means ‘extradite’.

Wilkie: “And that’s why it’s so important for the Australian government to come out and express its support for its citizen.”

See also quotes recorded under “Access to lawyers”” and “Reports from Visitors” sections of this document

Reporting:  [News au]  [TheGuardian] [SMH]  [ComputerWeekly] [Globe and Mail] [WSWS] [Independent UK]
· 18 Feb 2020 Visit of Australian MPs to Julian at Belmarsh (postponed from previously announced date) [WiseUp]
-   Solidarity protest outside the prison. [Tweet]
-   Press conference 4pm outside Belmarsh. [Tweet]

-   Comment from Andrew Wilkie:MP [Tweet photo of press conference] 
     [Tweet comment] [Crikey article]
-   Comment from George Christenson [RT Tweet video]
-   From both [RT Tweet video] in context

On site: [Ruptly video]  [LewisMedia Tweet photos]   [M.A.E. Tweet video] 
[M.A.E. Tweet video] [HughWhitfield Tweet]

Follow Up:  [7News Tweet  video] [Sputnik] [TheTodayShow Tweet video]
[Crikey article] [RT video] [SBS] [9News] [WSWS] [RT article]
· 18 Feb 2020 John Shipton interview with BBC [Tweet video] [Website]
· 18 Feb 2020 Public screenings of ‘Eminent Monsters - A Manual For Modern Torture’ begin to coincide with the publication of Nils Melzer’s Report to the UN on Psychological Torture.[Tweet] [Tickets UK]
· 18 Feb 2020 DIEM25 begins big publicity campaign - Julian is a member of their advisory panel.  [Tweet]  [Website]
· 18 Feb 2020 NSW (Australia) Council for Civil Liberties comes out in support of Julian [Tweet]
· 18 Feb 2020 Amnesty Australia finally come out with a carefully worded statement and peotion. [Website]
· 18 Feb 2020 Light Campaign began, starting with Belmarsh prison walls and Houses of Parliament. [Tweet video] [Tweet photos]

Reporting: [RT]
· 18 Feb 2020 Craig Murray points out the appalling dishonesty of the US spin put on Roger Stone’s conviction, and the part The Guardian played in that. [Blog]
“The Guardian has, in a feat of some skill, contrived to give its readers the impression that Stone has been convicted for Trump/Wikileaks links, when that is in fact the precise opposite of the truth.
Stone has been convicted for fabricating the existence of Trump/Wikileaks links, of which there were none.”
· 18 Feb 2020 James Goodale writes “The Dumb Waiter Defense” 
[Columbia Journalism Review]
NOTE: Goodale referred to this coming article at the CUNY event (15 Feb 2020).

“Recently, the Justice Department has moved to fill the hole left open by Bartnicki—that is, how much journalists can do to pursue a leak. The assertion is essentially that a journalist can never actively seek the release of classified documents. 
This is what the Assange and Greenwald cases are really about.”
· 18 Feb 2020 Stefania Maurizi confirms that aspiring leader of the UK Labour party Keir Starmer WAS the head of the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) at the time of key correspondence in the Swedish phase [Tweet]:
“I have been asked this question for months: YES, I DO CONFIRM that the head of the @cpsuk during the most crucial phase of the Julian Assange case was KeirStarmer, it was his #CPS that advised the Swedish prosecutors NOT to question Julian Assange in London”
· 19 Feb 2020 Case Management hearing [Tweet] 
For those attending: [Tweet] Scheduled for 3pm GMT [Tweet]
Julian will appear by videolink.

On site: [BenLewis THREAD]
“Julian Assange court appearance today- His lawyer mentioned a statement, that alleges former US Congressman Dana Rohrabacher visited Assange, saying he was there on behalf of the President, offering a pardon if JA would say Russia had nothing to do with DNC leaks.”

“District Judge Vanessa Baraitser said the evidence is admissible. That's not a ruling on its accuracy, just that Mr Assange's lawyers can submit it as part of their case.”

“Mr Assange's lawyer who mentioned the statement in court was Edward Fitzgerald QC. The statement itself is by Jennifer Robinson, Mr Assange's long time legal counsel.”

NOTE This is NOT an allegation that Trump MADE an offer - rather it is (possibly) an allegation that Dana Rohrabacher SAID that he was there on behalf of Trump (to make an offer).

Reporting: [SkyNews Tweet video] [SkyNews article] [9 News]  [CNBC]  [Sputnik 1]  [Sputnik 2]  [LeParisien] [DailyBeast]  [Daily Mail]  DE Zeit] [YahooNews] [Vice] [UK Independent]   [Yahoo News]  [Seattle Times]

Analysis: [Nebojsa Malic RT] [Gosztola THREAD]  [Jimmy Dore] [21Wire1] [21Wire 2]

NOTE: Sky News appears to be misrepresenting the claim re Dana Rohrabacher. [See also Washington Times 20 Aug 2017, Rohrabacher on Hannity [The Duran 21 Aug 2017)] and [Big League Politics 20 Sept 2017]

WikiLeaks comments: [Tweet]
“Chronology matters:
“The meeting and the offer were made ten months after Julian Assange had already independently stated Russia was not the source of the DNC publication.
The witness statement is one of the many bombshells from the defence to come”

And another  [Tweet]:

“The meeting and the offer were made prior to Assange's indictment. If you really want to know what this is about -- tune in to Court on Tuesday 25th”

Reporting re Wikileaks Comment: [Sputnik]

Stefania Maurizi reminds people:  [Tweet} from [La Repubblica 27 Mar 2018]
ARCHIVE: 
SM “You met with US senator Dana Rohrabacher here with your lawyers and all those cameras around...
JA to SM: "Yes, that was an interesting meeting, which I will have more to say about in due course..."

Dana Rohrabacher comments [Sputnik]:
“"at no time" did he speak to US President Donald Trump about offering a deal to the WikiLeaks founder in exchange for a statement admitting Russia played no role in the 2016 Democratic National Committee email leaks.”

His statement concludes:   [website]
“Even though I wasn't successful in getting this message through to the President I still call on him to pardon Julian Assange, who is the true whistleblower of our time.  Finally, we are all holding our breath waiting for an honest investigation into the murder of Seth Rich.”

UPDATE  Yahoo News: [Article]
“Former California Republican congressman Dana Rohrabacher confirmed in a new interview that during a three-hour meeting at the Ecuadorian Embassy in August 2017, he told Julian Assange he would get President Trump to give him a pardon if he turned over information proving the Russians had not been the source of internal Democratic National Committee emails published by WikiLeaks.

In a phone interview with Yahoo News, Rohrabacher said his goal during the meeting was to find proof for a widely debunked conspiracy theory: that WikiLeaks’ real source for the DNC emails was not Russian intelligence agents, as U.S. officials have since concluded, but former DNC staffer Seth Rich, who was murdered on the streets of Washington in July 2016 in what police believe was a botched robbery.”
· 19 Feb 2020 Judicial Watch comments re Seth Rich [Tweet]
· 19 Feb 2020 Swiss canton aiming to offer humanitarian visa to Assange [DE SRF]
· 20 Feb 2020 Greg Barns: “Democracy is at stake” in Assange trial [GreenLeft]
· 20 Feb 2020 Joint statement from 1200 journalists from 98 countries released today in defence of Wikileaks publisher Julian Assange, [Pressenza] 
[Dutch? Tweet]
· 20 Feb 2020 Marjorie Cohn analyses why extradition would be contrary to the UK/US Extradition Treaty [ConsortiumNews]
· 20 Feb 2020 Felicity Ruby lists videos of some of Julian’s key speeches [THREAD] 
· 20 Feb 2020 WiseUp showcases Street Art that has sprung up around London in the run up to the extradition trial [WiseUp]
· 20 Feb 2020 French publications joining the fight [Marianne]
“In 2015, [Julian Assange] made a request for asylum in France, which remained a dead letter. In Paris, we have other priorities. We preferred to welcome a man above all suspicion like Piotr Pavlenski, who swayed the sexual escapades of the former candidate for mayor of Paris, but we forget the fate reserved for a character designated by the United States as the public enemy number 1. France prefers to keep quiet, leaving some NGOs and free spirits to recall that there are principles with which we do not compromise. 
The sense of honor is a commodity that is becoming scarce.” [AI translation]
· 20 Feb 2020 The Commissioner for Human Rights, Council of Europe (COE) publishes statement [COE]
“Julian Assange should not be extradited due to potential impact on press freedom and concerns about ill-treatment.”

Reaction: Clare Daly [Tweet] Redacted Tonight {Tweet video]

Reporting: [Reuters] [M.A.E THREAD] [Sputnik]
· 20 Feb 2020 John Shipton interview: “Assange 'visualising walking the Camino'” [Canberra Times]
· 20 Feb 2020 John McDonnell (UK Shadow Chancellor) visits Julian in Belmarsh [Tweet]  Press Conference at 11am GMT outside prison. John Rees came too.

On site: [Emmy B Tweet] [BenQuinn Tweet  [Sputnik video] [Consortium News]

John Rees commented afterwards:[Tweet]

Reporting: [Sputnik] [The Guardian]  [The Canary]  [WSWS]  [OANN] [The Mirror]

From [Sputnik]
“When asked by the press about the potential extradition, McDonnell said that if it took place, it would "damage the democratic standing" of the UK and US.
McDonnell said: "We have a long tradition in this country of standing up for journalistic freedom, standing up for the protection of whistleblowers and those who expose injustices. If this extradition takes place, I think it will damage our reputation; I’m hoping it doesn’t.
When asked about the alleged pardon from the Trump administration and nature of the trial, McDonnell agreed that it demonstrated "the political nature of the trial itself", adding that supporters needed to ensure that "extraditions shouldn't be used for political purposes"

From [The Guardian]
“The US attempt to extradite Julian Assange is the “the Dreyfus case of our age”, John McDonnell has said, as Europe’s human rights watchdog added her voice to opposition to the move.”
· 20 Feb 2020 at 14:45h Paris. Press conference with the international legal team.
[Tweet]
Present:
- Éric Dupond-Moretti (France)	[00:00 FR]
- Antoine Vey (France)	[10:32 FR]
- Baltasar Garzon (Spain - Leader of the international team)	[15:14 ES / FR]
- John Shipton	[38:33 EN]
- Christophe DeLoire (Secretary General RSF) 	[44:08 FR]
- Q & A 	[48: 50 FR]
- ENDS	[1:28:24]
Not in the video:
- Jen Robinson (London)	
- Christophe Marchand and Annemie Schaus (Brussels)

On site: [Sputnik Livestream] Multiple THREADS [RSF]  [SR Tweets] [Sputnik]

Reporting: [ News2lv]  [ES efe]  [RSF]  [SMH]  [21Wire]  [WSWS]

Interview with Baltasar Garzón [ES Rac1 article & audio]
· 20 Feb 2020 Paris: “La soirée de solidarité avec les lanceurs d'alerte” / Evening of solidarity with the whistleblowers.
John Shipton prerecorded a statement for the event  [Tweet] 

On site: [FR Tweets unthreaded] FR Tweet video]  FR [Edwy Plenel Tweet video] 
[FR Laribi Tweet video]
· 20 Feb 2020 Joshua Schulte [Vault 7 case] moves for mistrial due to CIA withholding  exculpatory information  [Tweet]  [PDF]
· 20 Feb 2020 Anthony Belllinger statement “Why supporting Julian Assange is defending freedom of information” [FR EqualTimes]
· 20 Feb 2020 Article 19 organisation urges the UK courts not to extradite Wikileaks publisher Julian Assange [website]
· 20 Feb 2020 “Journalists on Assange” Frontline Club, London [CN News Youtube]]
Speakers: (in discussion format)
-  Richard Gizbert  (Chair)	
-  Patrick Cockburn	See also OpEd in [UK Independent]
-  Q & A	
· 20 Feb 2020 “Countdown to Freedom”” [Podcast (Ep 8)]
The coming Assange extradition hearing:
[ 0:00] 	Craig Murray 	- the "Trump pardon", "UK judicial independence", 
		  spying in the embassy
[21:53] 	Aaron Mate 	- threats posed to press freedom by the case
[36:24] 	Naomi Colvin	- what to expect this week & later (format & issues)
· 21 Feb 2020 2pm at State Library, Vic, AU “Melbourne4Wikileaks” [Tweet] [Tweet]
Speakers: 
-  Caitlin Johnstone, 	[FaceBook video]  	[Transcript]
-  Dr Margaret Beavis	[Facebook video]   	Doctors For Assange
-  John Shipton	[Facebook video]   	By videolink
-  Julian Hill MP, 
-  Robbie Thorpe

More Videos: [FaceBook page] (Sorry I can’t see that)
On site:  [M4WL Tweets unthreaded] [MAPW Tweets unthreaded]

Reporting: 
· 21 Feb 2020 The BBC puts out their own version of what the case is about and how extradition works (in the UK). [Website]
· 21 Feb 2020 German documentary “WikiLeaks - Enemy of the State Julian Assange”   [DE ARD YouTube] [DE ARD Article]
· 21 Feb 2020 More revelations re Chief Magistrate Lady Arbuthnot. 
[DeclassifiedUK]  [Archived version]

“The senior judge overseeing the extradition proceedings of WikiLeaks publisher Julian Assange received financial benefits from two partner organisations of the British Foreign Office before her appointment, it can be revealed.
It can further be revealed that Lady Emma Arbuthnot was appointed Chief Magistrate in Westminster on the advice of a Conservative government minister with whom she had attended a secretive meeting organised by one of these Foreign Office partner organisations two years before.” 

Reporting: [WSWS]
· 21 Feb 2020 Andrew Fowler (Australian journalist) speaks out on Assange and the Australian press and government  [WSWS]

“AF: WikiLeaks revealed the truth about all the political parties in Australia and consequently, it was party politically friendless. I know from my own experience that none of the mainstream political parties will take up the cudgels for you if you’ve just revealed what they’re all doing behind the scenes.“
“Absolutely. Australian governments are terrified of the United States in case they’re cut out of intelligence-sharing. That’s what Australian involvement in the Iraq War was about. If Assange was brought back to Australia from the UK there’d be a new US extradition attempt here.”
“The defence of Assange and WikiLeaks is extremely relevant to preventing another war. If people can’t reveal the truth from inside intelligence organizations. If [former Office of National Assessments intelligence analyst] Andrew Wilkie did now what he did and said about the Iraq War in 2003 both he and [Australian journalist] Laurie Oakes could have been charged.”
“It should be incumbent on all journalists in this country to report on every single thing that happens to Julian Assange. Not as just Julian Assange, but as the editor-in-chief of WikiLeaks. These stories should be in news bulletins every night with live crosses from the courts.”
· 21 Feb 2020 Roger Waters interview [Sky News]
· 21 Feb 2020 Christian Mihr (Reporters Without Borders  - RSF) interview [DW]
· 21 Feb 2020 Lissa Johnson spoke at the SEP Rally (AU) [FaceBook video]

21 Feb 2020 Caitlin Johnstone spoke at the SEP Rally [Transcription]
· 21 Feb 2020 Nils Melzer interviewed by Juan Passarelli (@jlpassarelli)

-  Discusses the nature of pschological torture 	[Tweet]	[YouTube] 	(4:49
- “Psychological torture is to deprive sense of all control"	[Tweet]	[YouTube] 	(1:33)
- "The UK did not conduct any investigations" on Assange.	[Tweet]	[YouTube] 	(2:37)
-  Lists why Assange should be freed 	[Tweet] 	[YouTube] 	(1:41)
-  Can Assange get a fair extradition hearing in the UK? 	[Tweet]  	[YouTube]	(1:06)
- "Even in the UK he's not going to get a fair extradition trial."	[Tweet]  	[YouTube]	(3:08)
- "First they came for Assange, (...) now I hear they're 
            coming for the BBC." 	[Tweet]  	[YouTube] 	(1:01)
- "It's about all of us, it's about democracy, It's about 
            the rule of law"	[Tweet]  	[YouTube]	(0:46)
- “3 levels on which my mandate is clearly involved”	[Tweet]  	[YouTube]	(1:04)
- “You don't need to be a specialist to see that US soldiers
            have been intentionally massacring people.” ”	[Tweet]  	[YouTube]	(1:26)
- "Once it has become a crime to tell the truth, 
            then we will have tyranny." 	[Tweet]  	[YouTube]	(1:24)

NOTE These are loaded on the Wikileaks channel
· 21 Feb 2020 Patrick Cockburn OpEd: “With WikiLeaks, Julian Assange did what all journalists should aspire to do” [UK Independent]
“I was in Kabul in 2010 when Julian Assange and WikiLeaks first released a vast archive of classified US government documents, revealing what Washington really knew about what was happening in the world. I was particularly interested in one of these disclosures, which came in the shape of a video that the Pentagon had refused to release despite a Freedom of Information Act request.
When WikiLeaks did release the video, it was obvious why the US generals had wanted to keep it secret. Three years earlier, I had been in Baghdad when a US helicopter machine-gunned and fired rockets at a group of civilians on the ground who its pilots claimed were armed insurgents, killing or wounding many of them.
Journalists in Iraq were disbelieving about the US military’s claims because the dead included two reporters from the Reuters news agency. Nor was it likely that insurgents would have been walking in the open with their weapons when a US Apache helicopter was overhead.
We could not prove anything until WikiLeaks made public the film from the Apache. Viewing it still has the power to shock: the pilots are cock-a-hoop as they hunt their prey, including people in a vehicle who stop to help the wounded, saying, “Oh yeah, look at those dead bastards,” and, “Ha, ha, I hit them.” Anybody interested in why the US failed in Iraq should have a look.” [Emphasis added]

“The disclosures were probably the greatest journalistic scoop in history, and newspapers such as The New York Times recognised this by the vast space they gave to the revelations. Corroboration of their importance has been grimly confirmed by the rage of the US security establishment and its overseas allies, and the furious determination with which they have pursued Assange, the co-founder of WikiLeaks.”
· 22 Feb 2020 More revelations re background to Assange extradition hearing. 
[DeclassifiedUK]  [Archived version]

“UK minister who approved Trump’s request to extradite Assange spoke at secretive US conferences with people calling for him to be “neutralized””
· 22 Feb 2020 Letter from 44 International Jurists to Boris Johnson [Medium]
Letter has been delivered to 10 Downing St. [THREAD]
“As international jurists, with an acute awareness of the responsibilities that our profession demands of us, we call on the British authorities to refuse the request for the extradition of Mr. Julian Assange to the United States. We also call for his immediate release.”

NOTE “If you are a retired or serving judge, lawyer, legal academic, or a representative of an organisation engaging on behalf of civil society with the justice system, AND if you would like to sign this letter, the contact details are provided.”
· 22 Feb 2020 Roger Waters interview [Newsweek]
· 22 Feb 2020 Concert and then March from Australia House to Parliament Sq LONDON. [Tweet] [FaceBook] [Tweet]
Speakers: 	Live Stream	    Clip 	    Text
-  John Rees (Intro)	  [1:20:32]
-  ?? Choudry (MC)	  [1:21:14]
-  John Shipton	  [1:21:46]	[THREAD}
-  Deepa Driver	  [1:27:11]
-  Tim Dawson (NUJ, IFJ)	  [1:29:39]
-  Vivienne Westwood	  [1:34:43]
-  Kristinn Hrafnsson	  [1:39:09]	[YouTube]
-  Roger Waters	  [1:42:34]  		[Transcript]
-  Tariq Ali	  [1:54:22]
-  Lindsy German 	  [2:01:35]
-  Brian Eno	  [2:06:19]
-  Yanis Varoufakis.	  [2:12:40]		[Transcript]
-  LowKey	  [2:19:45]
-  Craig Murray	  [2:26:42]		 [THREAD]
-  Chrissie Hynde	  [2:32:44]
.	   
Livestream: Ruptly [YouTube]  [Edited AcTVism Munich YouTube]

On site tweeting: [Sputnik THREAD] [TaylorHudak]  [CharlotteG] [M Enarsson] [EmmyB] [Peter Tatchell] [Patrick Henningsen] [Barnaby Nerberka]  [Randy Credico]  [SEP] [Juan Passaelli]  [AnonMediaUK]  [Harlock] [Carolina Graterol]

Tweeted Interviews: Richard Gizbert [M.A.E.] John Shipton [M.A.E.]

Great clip of key speakers together: [Ruptly Tweet]
More footage [DIEM Pt 1] [Action 4 Assange] [GianniMagini / Harløck Røck] [Assange Edits] unthreaded

Barcelona / Catalonia [Tweet photos] [Tweet] [Tweet video of speech]
Brisbane   [Facebook livestream]

Reporting: [Sputnik Live updates] [RT 1] [RT 2] [NYT] [WaPo] [ABC] [SeattleTimes] [UK Express]  [New Daily] [Evening Standard][UPI] 
[Activism Munich video] [SBS] [ITV]  [Independent]  [Sky News] [Wiltshire Times]  [TodayOnline]  [Yahoo News video] [9News Adelaide]  [Arkansas Online]  [Dhaka Tribune]  [SentinelandEnterprise] 
[M.A.E. video]  [EuroNews]  [NPR] [C21Wire] [London Economic]
[AcTVism Munich 2]

· 22 Feb 2020 As promised by Yanis Varoufakis,.protestors also assembled in Greece outside the UK embassy [GR The Indicator]
· 22 Feb 2020 Joe Lauria of Consortium News presents the 2020 Gary Webb Freedom of the Press Award -  won this year by Julian Assange - to Kristinn Hrafnsson, ahead of Kristinn’s visit to Julian in Belmarsh prison.  [Tweet video]

(See 10 Feb 2020 [Consortium News] re awarding of the prize.)
· 22 Feb 2020 Kit Klarenberg again raises the Mark Davis video, re the issue of redactions, and the sequencing of publication around the War Logs.
 [Article] [Related THREAD]
· 22 Feb 2020 Going Underground focuses on Assange story [Tweet]
- [Full video]
- Richard Burgon (UK Labour MP)	[Tweet video] 
- Roger Waters 	[Tweet video]  
· 22 Feb 2020 Various international reports in the lead up to the main hearing
[PT Observador]  [ES Alicia Castro / Sputnik] DE Das Erste video] 
[ABC Australia report re embassy spying]  [Reuters]  [DW]
·  22 Feb 2020 Harry Dunn’s parents demand that the UK refuse to extradite Julian. [DailyMail]
“The Mail on Sunday can reveal that, in a meeting with the Foreign Secretary last month, the family demanded that Britain refuse a US extradition request for WikiLeaks founder Assange.. And they claim Mr Raab told them he was ‘reviewing all options.”

“Last month Washington refused a UK extradition request for Sacoolas to return to Britain to face justice over the crash outside a US spy base in Northamptonshire last August.”

“Their lawyer and adviser Radd Seiger said: ‘Despite its disgraceful refusal to extradite Anne Sacoolas, the US continues to seek the extradition of people in the UK such as Julian Assange. In doing so, they are demonstrating an extraordinary amount of hypocrisy.’”
Comment: Deepa Driver [Tweet]

Reporting: [BBC]  [The Guardian]  [Sputnik]  
· 23 Feb 2020 at 2pm Protest Melbourne State library [WSWS]
· 23 Feb 2020 at 2:30pm SEP public meeting London [WiseUp]
Speakers: Chris Marsden, Joseph Kishore, Oscar Grenfell
On site: [SEP Tweets]
· 23 Feb 2020 Yanis Varoufakis and John Shipton visit Julian in Belmarsh [Website] Christophe DeLoire (Secretary General RSF) @cdeloire  also speaks.

On site tweets: [DIEM25 Tweet] 
Video: AssangeEdits [Tweet]  Taylot Hudak [YouTube]  ActivismMunich [YouTube]

Reporting: [Daily Mail] [UK Standard]  [Mogaz News]
“Julian had a harassment today. He goes to court tomorrow. They searched his cell this afternoon just before he came down to see us. 
“This plague of malice that emanates from the Crown Prosecution Service to Julian Assange must stop immediately.”  [Standard]
· 23 Feb 2020 3pm Protest outside Belmarsh prison [Tweet]
“Reporters Without Borders (RSF) Secretary-General @cdeloire, UK Bureau Director @rebecca_vincent, and Germany Director @cmihr are staging an action tomorrow outside Belmarsh prison at 3pm.”
On site: [RSF THREAD]  [Hudak Tweet video]
· 23 Feb 2020 Harlem Desir, Representative on Freedom of the Media of the Office of the @OSCE, world’s only intergovernmental media watchdog, calls for Assange to be released.  [Tweet]  [Statement]
· 23 Feb 2020 Stefania Maurizi on latest UN Report on civilian casualties in Afghanistan [THREAD]
“The US wants put in prison for life Julian Assange for publishing AfghanWarLogs: we know from the Chelsea Manning trial NO ONE died/ was injured as a result. Today we learn that CIVILIAN victims due to US war in Afghanistan exceeds 10,000. [OHCHR]
Remember the Wolf and the Lamb fable?”
· 23 Feb 2020 Defend Wikileaks  puts out an extensive Guide Sheet to the coming hearings, including a reading backlist and a list of commentators for different aspects of the hearing (useful for journalists), as well as more mundane issues such as how to get to court.  [Website],   [PDF version]
· 23 Feb 2020 Nils Melzer writes a (for him) scathing tweet response to a vicious article in a Swiss paper. He says a longer response is coming in the same paper.
- Article [NZZ]  Melzer responses: [Tweet]  [Article- still coming] 
· 23 Feb 2020 Australian MP Wilkie says Assange extradition efforts should be dropped after US spying revelations. [SMH]
“The revelation Julian Assange's confidential conversations with his Australian lawyers were secretly recorded should force the British courts to throw out attempts to extradite him to the United States, independent MP Andrew Wilkie says.
· 23 Feb 2020 Frank Schwabe (SPD Germany) [DE SPDFraktion]
“Someone with such serious illnesses should be in a hospital, not a prison. There must be no further detention or extradition for political reasons. We need comprehensive protection for whistleblowers at all levels. Whistleblowing is not a crime, but a basic condition for a functioning democracy. ”
· 23 Feb 2020 in Paris, 134 French activists have gathered to travel to Belmarsh for the start of the extradition hearing. [John McEvoy Tweet & Tweet video
· 23 Feb 2020 James Goodale interviewed by  Kevin Gosztola [Tweet] 
[Shadowproof Text and audio]
· 23 Feb 2020 ABC (Australia) report on spying at the embassy, including interviews with Assange lawyers Geoffrey Robertson QC and Aitor Martinez [YouTube] [ABC]
· 23 Feb 2020 OSCE Media Freedom Representative calls on UK authorities not to extradite WikiLeaks editor Julian Assange to the US [Website]

[bookmark: _3zgyfaarwi86]🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆
[bookmark: _1ziosspc2ry3]Start of PHASE 1 - Extradition hearing
🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆
· [bookmark: _dy09n8yd3t17]24 Feb 2020  DAY 1 : US Extradition hearing begins (1 wk) [Tweet] 
· At Belmarsh Magistrates Court (inside Woolwich Crown Court).
- Information from Courts for attendees 	[WiseUp]
- Background material 		[Defend Wikileaks]

- PROSECUTION Opening Note	[PDF] 30 July 2019
- PROSECUTION Outline of Case    Not searchable	[PDF] 17 Feb 2020
	
- DEFENCE Submission re ‘Political Offences’	[PDF] 18 Oct 2019
- DEFENCE Reply on ‘Political Offence Protection’	[PDF] 21 Feb 2020
- DEFENCE Outline of Case 	      Searchable	[PDF] 24 Feb 2020

- US-UK Extradition Treaty		[PDF]  [UK Status]
- UK Extradition Act 2003		[Link]
- The US Indictment (18 charges)	[Link]


DAY 1 Livestream:   		[Ruptly]

DAY 1 - on site reporting:
- Overnight - waiting  [M.A.E. THREAD People camping outside the prison]
- Before court
- General - [Taylor Hudak Tweets] [RSF THREAD]
- John Shipton - [Ruptly]   [Hawley Tweet video with Gabriel Shipton]

- Inside the court NOTE: Only a sampling from available tweets is included below

- MacWBishop [THREAD] Blow by blow. plus images of court outline
  - OUTLINE of PROSECUTION Case (document) 	[Tweet]  [PDF] Not searchable
  - OUTLINE of DEFENCE Case (document) starts here	[Tweet]  [PDF] Searchable
    [This person deserves a BIG prize for useful thread & providing images of the documents.]

- M.A.E. [THREAD]
James Lewis QC (for the prosecution): "In short #Assange is charged with publishing classified docs with the names of people that risked their safety", He's “not charged for publishing the so called collateral murder video”,  [Tweet] 
“… none of the charges allege he violated the law by obtaining and publishing the video, what Mr Assange seeks to defend as free speech or journalism .. is not the publication of classified material but the names of sources...” ” [Tweet]
“Assange revealed human sources... created a grave & imminent risk to human life” 
“By publishing the docs w/o redacting human sources name Assange created grave & imminent risk that innocent people he named would suffer... [harm] or arbitrary detention” ” [Tweet]
M.A.E.: “They are using criticisms from papers like The Guardian & NYT. In essence they are arguing that unlike these 'proper' journalistic outlets #WikiLeaks published thousands of unredacted documents, Iraq & Afghanistan War logs and Dip Cables which put sources at risk” [Tweet]
-  There are sound problems as James Lewis QC isn’t using the microphone properly.
-   Also sound problems with Defence lawyers microphones.
James Lewis QC: "If a journalist or newspaper publishes secret information which is likely to cause harm, it commits and offence". 
There is no "public interest defence" Lewis emphasises when discussing the relevant law in England under Official Secrets Act. [Tweet]
James Lewis QC: “Article 10 [HRA 1998] "does not prevent anyone being charged with or convicted of such an offence"
"Otherwise you could publish anything you wanted to which is clearly contrary to statutory intention…"” [Tweet]
M.A.E.: Assange attempted to speak, we are informed by a source in court Assange said [he's can't to hear proceedings and struggling to concentrate] but Judge said it is most irregular, Fitzgerald QC is now speaking to the court but we cant hear what’s being said. [Tweet
James Lewis QC: "it is irrelevant that the activities [in question] transpired" when Assange and Manning were out of the US because Chelsea Manning was a soldier in the US military when the unauthorised activities happened.” Tweet]

-  “Kicked out of press room for an hour by security.”

Edwin Fitgerald QC: “Because US requests seeks #Assange for what is a classic political offence which is expressly prohibited by the Anglo-US treaty "it is an inherently abuse of process".
“We say [extradition] should be refused on further grounds:” [Tweet with graphic]

- Carolina Graterol (many unthreaded tweets) [
- “Conditions in the press annexe for Assange extradition case are appalling. We are over 70 journalists in a stuffy room with no available WIFI connection and we cannot hear the prosecutors words because he keeps moving away from the microphone!!” [Tweet video]

- Later interviewed on [Telesur at 1:56] and on [ES RT]

- Patrick Henningson [THREAD]
“Last thing b4 lunch: #JulianAssange stands up at back of room, behind the glass, tapping to get attention of court, saying he 'could not concentrate' proceedings, apparently in part because of horns & noise from outside from protesters/supporters, but...”
...JulianAssange added that he was ALSO grateful for all the support outside!”

- Kevin Gosztola [THREAD]
“It’s terribly cumbersome. The Woolwich Court could learn a lot from US military about how to run a hearing of this magnitude and accommodate dozens of journalists.” [Tweet]
“We finally can hear the judge. This is monumental ”  [Tweet]

“Judge asks James Lewis QC if offense of publishing this info would apply to newspapers. He replied 1989 Official Secrets Act would cover. 
“If journalist of newspaper publishes secret information likely to cause harm in the categories, it commits an offense.”” [Tweet]

- Julia Hall (Amnesty International) [Tweets unthreaded]
“James Lewis QC refuses to speak into the microphone at #JulianAssange hearing. We in the press annex cannot year anything. He has actually moved the microphone to the side after being asked to speak into it. It’s essentially a press/NGO blackout at the moment. ”  [Tweet]

“Judge asked Lewis to please speak into microphone. Lewis said, “I’ll try.” We’ve lost at least 15 minutes. [Court] Transcripts immediately available essential now. ” [Tweet]

DAY 1 Text Report   from Kevin Gosztola
DAY 1 Video Report from Kevin Gosztola

- Wikileaks [THREAD]
Defence lawyer Edward Fitzgerald QC: 
-  “The extradition is for political purposes and that’s prohibited under US/UK treaty.” [Tweet]
-  ”This prosecution is not about criminal justice, it is due to underlying political motives of the US government.” [Tweet]
-  “... political motivation fuels this prosecution" and cites comments from the US government that Assange and Wikileaks are a 'non-state hostile intelligence agency'.” [Tweet]
-  “It’s not about criminal justice, it’s about the manipulation of the system to ensure the United States could make an example of Assange"” [Tweet]
-  Fitzgerald: Julian Assange was subjected to surveillance on the instructions of US intelligence while in the Ecuadorian embassy. A witness (unnamed) has provided detail including how they collected sound recordings from microphones every 14 days”[Tweet]
-  Witness #2 will testify that: “extreme measures” such as kidnapping or poisoning Assange were discussed among personnel involved in the espionage operation  [Tweet]

- James Doleman [Unthreaded]
- “Before he begins Lewis says that while the protesters we can hear outside are no on the court grounds, there is precedent for removing them as per the Court of Appeal judgment in a "Tommy Robinson" case.” [Tweet]
Re the case:
-  “Fitzgerald says he will call expert witnesses that will say there was no harm done to anyone as a result of Wikileaks, ”  [Tweet]
-  “The defence says WikiLeaks used technology to strip names from released documents, quotes New York Times piece [possibly this one].” [Tweet]
-  Fitzgerald says it is "unlikely," that Julian Assange will give evidence in the case. [Tweet]
-  Defence on Julian Assange: "He is Anti-war, anti-imperialist, for free speech and an open society. Those beliefs inevitably bring him into conflict with powerful states, and have led to him being called a 'terrorist." [Tweet]
-  Defence "Julian Assange faces life in prison for publishing true information that was in the public interest..if truth becomes treason we are all in trouble." [Tweet]
- Defence #Assange suffers from a long term mental health issue, and clinical depression,  that could be exacerbated by the inhumane conditions in US prisons. Cites the case of Lauri Love who was not extradited for that reason [Tweet]
- Defence, "The consequences of extradition could be fatal." [Tweet]

--Court rises for the day, back tomorrow at 10am.
    Thanks, everyone for retweets, favourites and follows. [Tweet]

- DAY 1 AM Report from James Dolman	[in Italian]
- DAY 1 PM Report from James Dolman	[in Italian]
- DAY 1 Photos       from James Dolman

- Tareq Haddad [Tweet] 
“Interesting side note re today's #Assange hearings while I write my summary: press room was packed for the opening statements from the U.S. government prosecution but room was half-empty for Assange's defense... is this fair and balanced journalism?”[Tweet]

- DAY 1 Report from Tareq Haddad

- Craig Murray [Tweet] - He got a seat in the court.
“Back to our base after draining day in court. About to start writing up my report. 
First thought - if there was a jury I would say we had a great day. But experience of the Assange trials so far indicates what happens in court is utterly irrelevant to pre-determined verdict.” [Tweet]

-   DAY 1 Report from Craig Murray
    Version in French (with photo of Julian in the dock)  [FR Le Grand Soir]

“Lewis had thus just flat out contradicted his entire opening statement to the media stating that they need not worry as the Assange charges could never be applied to them. And he did so straight after the adjournment, immediately after his team had handed out copies of the argument he had now just completely contradicted. I cannot think it has often happened in court that a senior lawyer has proven himself so absolutely and so immediately to be an unmitigated and ill-motivated liar. 
This was undoubtedly the most breathtaking moment in today’s court hearing.

Yet remarkably I cannot find any mention anywhere in the mainstream media that this happened at all. What I can find, everywhere, is the mainstream media reporting, via cut and paste, Lewis’s first part of his statement on why the prosecution of Assange is not a threat to press freedom; but nobody seems to have reported that he totally abandoned his own argument five minutes later. 
Were the journalists too stupid to understand the exchanges?” [emphasis added]

- Randi Credico  [Tweet]  - Sitting next to Craig Murray
- Stefania Maurizi (la Repubblica) [Tweet]

- Courage Foundation @couragefound   [THREAD]

-  DAY 1 Summary from Courage [Defend WikiLeaks]


- Updates from KEY PEOPLE
- Joseph Farrell 	[DEA Tweet video] First break of the morning
- John Shipton	[AnonScan Tweet] With family, before court
- John Shipton 	[DEA Tweet video]
- John Shipton 	[Ruptly] During lunch
- John Shipton 	[Ruptly End of day] (Livestream cuts out)
- Kristinn Hrafnsson	[DEA Tweet video] In the 10 minute break
- Kristinn Hrafnsson 	[DEA Tweet video] Nothing new in the prosecution case
- Kristinn Hrafnsson	[John McEvoy Tweet video] Why aren't we talking 
	        about the War Crimes?
- Jen Robinson	[DEA Tweet video]

DAY 1 other Reporting   [Defend Wikileaks]
[Sputnik Live Updates] [Sputnik 1]  [Sputnik 2] [Sputnik 3] [BBC article] [C21 Wire to come]  [USNews “factbox”] [NBC]  [RawStory] [AmericanConservative]  [NewsWeek]  [Catalan News]  [Telesur] [DE DerTagesspiegel]  [CNBC]  [WSJ]  [ChicagoTribune]  [Time]  [Reuters] [ MSN]   [7News Boston]  [USA Today]  [KPBS]  [FR Vox] [RT 1]   [RT 2]  [RT 3]  [RT 4]  [RT 5] [RT 6] [Shadowproof]  [CraigMurray] [The Duran]  [Telesur] [Independent] ES RT] [SMH Opinion] [Daily Mail]  [Common Dreams][DE DerStandard] [TheGrayzone] [CountPunch] [Al Jazeera] [MSN] [LatinAmericanTribune] [TulsaWorld]  [WFDD]

- CN Live (Consortium News) [YouTube 1]  [YouTube 2]
  Commentators: Catherine Brown, Alexander Mercouris, Ray McGovern, Craig Murray, Randy Credico, Patrick Henningsen, Kristinn Hrafnsson, Jen Robinson, Andrew Wilkie, Yanis Varoufakis & more

Tweeted or Blogged Comments
-  Kim Dotcom 	         [Tweet]  [RT article]
-  Yanis Varoufakis 	         [Tweet To Progressives] [Tweet To Conservatives]
-  Caitin Johnstone[	         [Tweet] on fiasco for press arrangements
-  Christophe Deloire (RSF)  [THREAD]
-  Ron Paul Institute	         [Statement]
-  Glenn Greenwald	         [Tweet]
-  John Pilger	         [Tweet]

· 24 Feb 2020 Global Day of Action [Website] [Tweet video] 
Map of events [Tweet]

Sydney at 12:00h - Martin Place [Tweet] 

Speakers: 
Mary Kostakidis MC	@MaryKostakidis	[YouTube]
Quentin Dempster	@QuentinDempster	[YouTube]
Greg Barns	@BarnsGreg	[YouTube]
Dr Lissa Johnson	@LissaKJohnson	[YouTube]
Mark Davis	@ImpossibleBeast	[YouTube]
Prof John Rees	@ProfStuartRees	[YouTube]
Father Dave	@fatherdave   	[YouTube]
John Pilger	@johnpilger	[YouTube]
Ancrew Fowler	@AndrewJFowler	[YouTube]
Quentin Dempster	@QuentinDempster	[YouTube]
Wendy Bacon	@Wendy_Bacon	[YouTube]
Leslie Lynch		[YouTube]
Chamira Gamage	@ChamiraGamage	[YouTube]

Livestream: [People4Assange Facebook]  [Twitter Livestream]
On site: [TatianaSchild THREAD photos]
Reporting:

- Other Australian and New Zealand cities  [Tweet] [WSWS]
- London at 9:30am in front of Belmarsh Prison [Tweet]
   NOTE: Volunteers needed to help with logistics on the day. [Tweet]
- Edinburgh at 10:30am in front of parliament [Tweet]
- European cities [Tweet]
- Large demonstration in Barcelona [THREAD] [Tweet photos] 
    [CatalanNews Tweet]
- America - East Coast cities [Tweet]
   - Washington DC [Tweet video]
- America - West Coast cities  [Tweet]
 
- Report from Haiti Liberté [Report]

- NOTE: A “Free Julian” Stencil is now available for printing on your Yellow Vest (or whatever) [Tweet]
· 24 Feb 2020 Geoffrey Robertson QC speaks about illegal surveillance of his meetings with Assange in the Embassy as “a possible lifeline” [ABC]
· 24 Feb 2020 Kristinn Hrafnsson - “A conversation with Wikileaks editor-in-chief Kristinn Hrafnsson about transparency and journalism in a world full of secrecy. And about clean craft.” [DE Republik]
· 24 Feb 2020 Nils Melzer “J’Accuse” 
[EN Schweizer Monat] [DE Schweizer Monat]
· 24 Feb 2020 Nils Melzer interviews
-  Going Underground [Tweet] [YouTube]
-  German TV  [DE tagesgespraech]
· 24 Feb 2020 Nils Melzer releases a draft of his coming Report to the UN Human Rights Council, focusing on psychological torture. [Tweet]
“In the present report, the Special Rapporteur examines conceptual, definitional and interpretative questions arising in relation to the notion of “psychological torture” under human rights law. ”

NOTE: Para 42 directly addresses the situation currently faced by Chelsea Manning - defining her indefinite imprisonment and her fines as forms of psychological torture.

Reporting: [Al Jazeera]

· 24 Feb 2020 Australian Lawyers Alliance (ALA) condemns the secret filming of Assange’s legal meetings [Statement]

“All individuals have the right to confer with their legal advisers in confidence. This is a fundamental principle of the legal system and a basic legal right,” said Mr Andrew Christopoulos, National President, ALA.  “It does not matter who that person is, or what they are alleged to have done.
“We call on Attorney General, Christian Porter and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Marise Payne to condemn this behaviour and to raise this issue with their US counterparts.  Julian Assange is an Australian citizen who has had his right to confidential communications with his legal team breached.

“This breach sets a dangerous precedent that will erode confidence in the legal proceedings. The revelation confirms the ALA’s view that the Assange extradition proceedings must end.”
· 24 Feb 2020 The Council of Bar and Law Societies of Europe [CCBE] writes to Priti Patel  regarding the interception of communications between Assange and his lawyers [Tweet Images]
· 24 Feb 2020 Premier of “The Assange Story”  [THREAD]  [Youtube]
“The Assange Story. WikiLeaks founder’s journey from whistleblowing hero to exile.  The Assange Story will premiere on February 24th, the very same day Julian Assange’s fate is to be decided in the first part of a landmark US extradition hearing in London.

Watch Assange’s friends, father and former colleagues for a profound insight into his personality and motives. John Shipton, Suelette Dreyfus, Vaughn Smith, Renata Avila and Johannes Wahlstrom as they- offer their personal  perspectives on the WikiLeaks founder.”

Reporting: [RT]
· 24 Feb 2020 Prof Marcello Ferrada de Noli, chairman of Swedish Doctors for Human Rights (SWEDHR) speaks on (Russian) REN TV about the case 
[The Indicter transcription]

· [bookmark: _jfwx5j76ughi]

· [bookmark: _3rabgb4rn9eo]25 Feb 2020  DAY 2 : US Extradition hearing (1 wk)
·  At Belmarsh Magistrates Court (inside Woolwich Crown Court).
- Information from Courts for attendees 	[WiseUp]
- Background material 		[Defend Wikileaks]

- PROSECUTION Opening Note		[PDF] 30 July 2019
- PROSECUTION Outline of Case    Not searchable	[PDF] 17 Feb 2020
	
- DEFENCE Submission re ‘Political Offences’	[PDF] 18 Oct 2019
- DEFENCE Reply on ‘Political Offence Protection’	[PDF] 21 Feb 2020
- DEFENCE Outline of Case 	      Searchable	[PDF] 24 Feb 2020

- US-UK Extradition Treaty		[PDF]  [Status]
- UK Extradition Act 2003		[Link]
- The US Indictment (18 charges)		[Link]

DAY 2 Livestream:  		 [Ruptly]

DAY 2 - on site reporting:
- Overnight]
- Before court NOTE: Only a sampling from available tweets is included below

- Rebecca Vincent [Tweet] 
-  “At day two of the Assange extradition hearing, wikileaks editor in chief Kristinn Hrafnsson @khrafnsson is not being allowed into the court, under orders, for unspecified reasons.” [Tweet] [See followUp below]

- Inside the court
- Rebecca Vincent (RSF)  @rebecca_vincent
- “Kristinn Hrafnsson has now been allowed into the public gallery at the Assange hearing. The reason for his being told by court officials he had been banned remains unclear. @RSF_inter is relieved he has now been granted access & awaits a further explanation from the court.” [Tweet]
- “Assange’s lawyers say he has been strip-searched twice, taken to five different holding cells, handcuffed 11 times, and had his legal documents confiscated on entry and exit from Belmarsh prison.” [Tweet]
- “In court this morning, @RSF_inter observers were alarmed to hear reports of mistreatment of Julian Assange, and interference with his legally privileged documents, at Belmarsh prison since the extradition hearing has started.””[Tweet]

- Christian Mihr (RSF)  @cmihr
- “Good to see @GermanEmbassy represantative observing Assange extradition hearing in London. ” [Tweet]
- Happy about German parliamentarians observing Assange hearing in London. Thanks to @DorisAchelwilm @SevimDagdelen & @HeikeHaensel  [Tweet]

- Mac William Bishop  @MacWBishop THREAD (very long)
- “The way this works moving forward is this: lawyers representing the US government (prosecutors) will continue to make the argument that the charges against Assange meet all legal requirements for his extradition to the United States.” [Tweet]
- “Meanwhile Assange’s lawyers (defense) will argue against his extradition using multiple lines of attack, built primarily around the UK legal concept of “abuse of process,” eg that something is “so unfair and wrong that the court should not allow a prosecutor to proceed” [Tweet]
- “This defense will rely upon the idea that the charges against Assange are political in nature, and his attorneys have already indicated in their opening summary that they intend to harness the contentious partisan debate surrounding Assange in service of this defense.” [Tweet]

- “John Lewis, the prosecutor, is complaining that the defense is receiving transcripts of the proceedings, while the prosecution is not.” [Tweet]
- “The discussion about the transcripts has been resolved with a compromise, in which the defense will give the prosecutors a copy of the their transcripts.” [Tweet]

- “Summers is describing how a database of unredacted cables was accessed by multiple third parties after the Guardian’s David Leigh published the password to the database as part of a book; the defense seeks to show Assange was not responsible for the release of unredacted docs.” [Tweet]

Later:
“We pause as the magistrate inquires whether Assange is feeling sufficiently well to continue for today.
Assange replies through his team that he is having trouble concentrating and is not feeling well. The judge instructs Lewis to complete his current point quickly.” [Tweet]

- James Doleman  @jamesdoleman (unthreaded)
Re treatment of Julian Assange on the way to court:
- “James Lewis QC for US government rises to support the defence submission that Assange treatment may interfere with Assange's right to a fair hearing.” [Tweet]

- Mark Summers QC: "Wikileaks had a process to identify and redact the names of anyone ar risk. A very different situation from what you heard [from the prosecution] yesterday.” [Tweet]
- “Summers says this continued for 9 months, until the unredacted release. Says that one of the media partners published a book that gave away the password to the archive, which led to other sites publishing the unredacted cables.” [Tweet]
- “Julian Assange personally warned the White House that an encrypted database if unredacted cables was about to leak on the internet. He was told to call back in a few hours.” [Tweet]

- DAY 2 AM Report from James Dolman	[in Italian]
- DAY 2 PM Report from James Dolman	[in Italian]
- DAY 2 Photos       from James Dolman

- M.A.E. @MElmaazi  [THREAD]
- “It's come to his [Julian’s] attention the cables will be published unredacted "imminently" & that "lives are going to be put at risk".
Before he contacted the state department he contacted Cryptome & "begged" them to stop publicising & take down the info.” [Tweet]
- ”This call by Assange to the US state department was actually recorded in the documentary Risk by Laura Poitras.” ]Tweet]

- Wikileaks @wikileaks
- “Barry Pollack - [US] Defense Attorney for Julian Assange: [from outside court]
   "The US gov claims Julian Assange intentionally published names of sources without redaction. What we learned today is that the US govt knew all along that that wasn't true"” [Tweet]

- Patrick Hennigsen @21WIRE   [THREAD]
- “5) Defense Mark Summers called US govt extradition allegations, "Bold, blatantly misrepresenting facts of what actually happened." In his opening remarks this morning flatly describing calling US Prosecution's case against Julian Assange as, "Lies, lies and more lies."” [Tweet]
- “7) How embarrassing for Washington and @realDonaldTrump to have mailed this one in. Today was a total blow-out! DOJ indictments against Julian Assange are a work of fiction.” [Tweet]

- Kevin Gosztola @kgosztola [THREAD]
-  “Chelsea Manning’s grand jury resistance is enormous for the Assange defense. By never saying a word about her statement to court in 2013 that may have contradicted it, the defense can cite as reliable chronology to rebut and undermine the flawed chronology of US case” [Tweet]
- “In great detail, I previously addressed the way Chelsea Manning’s chronology conflicted with chronology in US case against Assange and why that mattered” [Tweet] 
 [Quoted Article 28 May 2029] 
- “Once more, defense makes point in testimony about how access was tracked. The detainee assessment briefs did not require a username nor did it require a user account nor did it require a password. It was tracked by IP addresses. So why would she need decryption? ” [Tweet]

- DAY 2 Text Report from Kevin Gosztola
- DAY 2 Video Report from Kevin Gosztola

- Julia Hall (Amnesty International) @JuliaHall18 [Tweets unthreaded]

- Stephania Maurizi @SMaurizi

- Craig Murray @CraigMurrayOrg
  -  DAY 2 Report from Craig Murray
      Version in French (with photo of Julian in the dock) [FR [Le Grand Soir]

- Tareq Haddad @Tareq_Haddad
- “Apologies for lack of updates: a lot of details in defense statements and busy taking a transcription. So far, defense has thoroughly taken apart prosecution claim that Assange solicited documents from Manning ” [Tweet]
- DAY 2 Report from Tareq Haddad
- DAY 2 Interview of Tareq Hahhad

- Randi Credico @CredicoRandy
[bookmark: _l44f9yuu4io]- Carolina Graterol @Moncaro
  - Appears not to be in court today

- NUJ /IFJ (Tim Dawson)
 - DAY 2 Report from NUJ

- Courage Foundation @couragefound   [THREAD]

-  DAY 2 Summary from Courage [Defend WikiLeaks]

- Outside the court, protesters keep on keeping on [Tweet video]

DAY 2 Updates from KEY PEOPLE
- Kristinn Hrafnsson banned from the hearing (later rescinded).   [Tweet video]
- John Rees	[Tweet video]  [Tweet video]
- Kristinn Hrafnsson	[Tweet video]  [Tweet video]
-  Barry Pollack 	[Tweet video]  [Tweet video]
- Joseph Farrell	[Tweet video]  [Tweet video]
-  Fidel Narvaez	[Tweet video]
-  John Shipton 	[Tweet video]
-  Jen Robinson	[Tweet video]  [Tweet video]

DAY 2 other Reporting     [Defend Wikileaks]
[Sputnik 1] [Sputnik 2] [Sputnik 3] [Sputnik 4] [Sputnik 5]  [TheGuardian]  [DE Zeit] [C21Wire Health]  [WSWS 1]  [WSWS 2] [Consortium News]  [Fox News] [BBC] [ZeroHedge] [ABC Aus]  [9News] [DailyMail 1]  [DailyMail 2]  [Vice] [RT 1] [RT 2] [Jurist] [Craig MurrayOrg] FR [Le Grand Soir] [NUJ] [IndependentAustralia] 
[ES Pagina12]

DAY 2 Important Comments:
- Yanis Varoufakis: 	[Tweet]
- Raffi Khatchadourian 	[THREAD]
- CAGE UK	[Tweet]  [Tweet]  Re harassment of Assange
- Ian Overton	[Tweet] Re his personal experience of redactions
- Jonathan Cook	[Tweet[  [Tweet]
- Kristinn Harnsson	[Tweet]

[See previous related article and THREAD related to the redactions]
· 25 Feb 2020 “Imperialism on Trial (#5)” [Tweet]  [Register]
[Previous four Assange events here]
	[RT video]]	[Tweeted clip]
Speakers:
- MC:  Greg Sharkey	
- Craig Murray (Former UK Ambassador)	[0:13:55]
- Alexander Mercouris (The Duran)	[0:27:15]
- Eva Bartlett (Investigative journalist)	[0:37:29]
- Peter Lavelle (CrossTalk host RT)	[0:54:03]	[Tweet clip]
--George Galloway	[1:02:20]	[Tweet clip]
- LIVE “Cross Talk” Panel	[1:18:58]
  Panel includes (left to right)
- Peter Lavelle (CrossTalk host RT)
- Joe Lauria (Consortium News)
- Joti Brar (Author)
- Eva Bartlet (Journalist)
- Neil Clark (journalist)	
- Mike Barson (Madness)
- PUBLIC Questions
  “Who is behind the persecution of Assange”	[2:29:40]

(See also Sputnik article and facebook  video and Twitter Moment)
· 25 Feb 2020 DW (Germany) promote the English version of the recent (2020) Documentary “Wikileaks: Julian Assange, Public Enemy?” [YouTube]
· 25 Feb 2020 Julian Hill MP (Federal MP for Bruce,  Australia) speaks out for Julian in Parliament. [Tweet video] [YouTube] 
· 25 Feb 2020 Anne Ramberg (Secretary-General of the Swedish Bar Association 2000-2019 )- “The Treatment of Assange - A Swedish Failure”
[SW Anne Ramberg Blog]
“Assange is a cautionary example of where the Swedish judicial system has failed.”

“The fact that a preliminary investigation was initiated at all can be strongly questioned. The fact that the preliminary investigation was not carried forward is remarkable. The fact that the courts did not make a claim on the prosecutor was weak. That the closure decision was delayed for so many years was unjustifiable.”

“It is little flattering for a country like Sweden, which usually speaks with a loud voice when it comes to other countries' shortcomings in terms of legal security and human rights violations, that as completely as we did in the case of Julian Assange. The consequences for Assange are unhelpful. The effects on trust in the legal community are detrimental. Now freedom of expression is at stake.”
· [bookmark: _7et2q98k9owq] 26 Feb 2020  DAY 3 : US Extradition hearing (1 wk)
·  At Belmarsh Magistrates Court (inside Woolwich Crown Court).
- Information from Courts for attendees 	[WiseUp]
- Background material 		[Defend Wikileaks]

- PROSECUTION Opening Note		[PDF] 30 July 2019
- PROSECUTION Outline of Case    Not searchable	[PDF] 17 Feb 2020
	
- DEFENCE Submission re ‘Political Offences’	[PDF] 18 Oct 2019
- DEFENCE Reply on ‘Political Offence Protection’	[PDF] 21 Feb 2020
- DEFENCE Outline of Case 	      Searchable	[PDF] 24 Feb 2020

- US-UK Extradition Treaty		[PDF]  [Status]
- UK Extradition Act 2003		[Link]
- The US Indictment (18 charges)		[Link]

DAY 3 Livestreams:   	[Ruptly 4hrs] [Ruptly Pt2 ] [Sputnik 3hrs]

DAY 3 - on site reporting
- Overnight
- Before court
- Inside the court NOTE: Only a sampling from available tweets is included below

- Rebecca Vincent (RSF)  @rebecca_vincent

- Christian Mihr (RSF)  @cmihr

- Mac William Bishop  @MacWBishop [THREAD] (very long)

- James Doleman  @jamesdoleman (unthreaded)
-  Defence on "treason" comments by Republican lawmakers on Assange, "Its hard to understand how he could commit treason when he is not a citizen of the United States." ” [Tweet]
PM
-  “Assange told the court "I am as much a participant in these proceedings as I am at Wimbledon."” [Tweet]
-  “The prosecution lawyer says "The Defence are trying to create a right via the backdoor."” [Tweet]
-  “(Sorry for lack of updates, we are back to legal precedent examples.)”  [Tweet]
-  “(These are very difficult for us to follow as they are referring to sections of documents we here on the press benches simply don't have.  Any update would be "Lawyer refers to page three,  paragraph 17 of a document," which is not very informative)” [Tweet]

- DAY 3 AM Report from James Dolman	[in Italian]
- DAY 3 PM Report from James Dolman	[in Italian]
- DAY 3 Photos       from James Dolman

- M.A.E. @MElmaazi  [THREAD]
-  “Fitzgerald QC quotes USG rep [James] Lewis QC
who notes "pure political offences cant result in extradition. Pure political offences "are directed against the government or political (treason, sedition, espionage)" so he himself accepts that espionage is a pure political offence.” [Tweet] [Name corrected in later quote]

-  “"He can’t deny that it is prohibited to extradite for a political offence in the treaty itself. Therefore we submit it would be pretty strange if the court was powerless to do anything about it. … You’re charged with 17 counts of espionage and another which is espionage too, the  “[Tweet]

-  “treaty says you cant be extradited for a political offence, espionage is a political offence, but there’s nothing we can do. It would be strange"
[30 min adjournment]
"Madam I can show you authority, after authority textbooks w/ recognise espionage as a 'pure political offence'" ” [Tweet]

DAY 3 Articles from M.A.E  [Sputnik 1]

- Wikileaks @wikileaks

- Patrick Hennigsen @21WIRE   [THREAD]
- Looks like no thread today. Not clear if Patrick is in court today.

-  “ASSANGE HEARING UPDATE: JulianAssange defense Ed Fitzgerald has raised a fundamental challenge to UK's legal ability to actually extradite Assange as it would fundamentally violate 1972 Treaty baring extradition on basis of a political offense...” [Tweet}

- Kevin Gosztola @kgosztola [THREAD]
-  “Here is main thrust of defense argument: Julian Assange is charged under US Espionage Act. All charges depend on alleged intent to obtain or disclose US state secrets in manner damaging to US government. These are “political offenses” and unlawful under extradition treaty.”  [Tweet] [Shows image from points 1.3 to 1.6 in Defence Outline]

-  “Judge is fixed on the UK Extradition Act passed in 2003 that went into force in 2004. Defense emphasizes the US-UK treaty in force was ratified by UK in 2007. It did not discourage reliance on “political offenses” provisions to protect from unlawful extradition.” [Tweet]

-  “Defense: “The more we research this, the more one sees this is a universal norm.” It dates back 100 years. In standard UN model treaty. in European Convention that contains prohibitions on extradition. In Interpol convention. It has universal application.” [Tweet]

-  “From defense’s reply to prosecution, which has come up in this argument from defense. Prosecutors haven’t spoken on this matter in court, but judge is advancing their argument. Defense insists UK 2003 Extradition Act shouldn’t be license to disregard treaty protection” [Tweet]  [Image attached]

- “Under the umbrella of “abuse of process,” defense is putting a lot in the record that would be useful at High Court, Appeal Court, Supreme Court, or European Court of Human Rights. Because the judge may not be receptive to much of their defense case.” [Tweet]

-  “Defense is making this argument, which I highlighted in April 2019 after Assange was initially indicted. Computer crime charge is really an Espionage Act charge. See 793e of the Act and compare to language in the charge. ” [Tweet] [Article link 11 Apr 2019] [Image also attached to tweet]

- “Fitzgerald: Purely political offenses lack essential elements of common crime. Person is acting on basis of their beliefs. That is expressly what is alleged in indictment, crimes committed against United States. “Classic example” of political offenses” [Tweet]

-Read more important tweets on the thread.
- LUNCH
-   ReTweets Diani Barreto [Tweet]
    “Julian #Assange is speaking now to the Magistrate; that he cannot instruct his lawyers; that there is no privacy, he cannot participate. He cannot speak to his lawyer’s, without any confidence. Judge orders him to cease speaking; its not allowed for a Defendant to speak.”

-  “Defense says it will make application for bail so Julian Assange can sit with defense attorneys.” [Tweet]
-  “Prosecutor James Lewis is being more sensible than the judge. He says a security guard could still be on either side of Assange. Judge seems to believe he would no longer be in custody if no longer in dock so dismissive of request.” [Tweet]
-  “Prosecutor James Lewis: From prosecution’s point of view we take a neutral stance. We’re not sure a bail application would be most appropriate” [Tweet]
- “Judge says defendant surrenders to the dock of court and "release from the dock requires an application of bail." But incredibly, the prosecution disagrees! They're okay with figuring out how it would be permissible for Assange to sit in well of court with attorneys” [Tweet]
-  “So we're all supposed to proceed like this is normal and totally reasonable when it is completely preposterous ” [Tweet]

- “Again, if I have this right, Lewis says political offense exception was abolished by omission by Parliament. So he is saying judge must only apply what was proscribed in the Extradition Act itself” [Tweet]
-  “This obviously is contested by defense. Lewis says, "You can’t introduce [political offense] as abuse of process cause there always has to be prejudice caused by prosecution." 
I don't follow entirely, but on its face, he says no bad faith on part of prosecution ” [Tweet]
-  “Lewis agrees defense is right about Shayler case. Official Secrets is "pure political offense." "[But] we don't extradite for pure," Lewis insists. "Not approach ever in England or United States"”  [Tweet] 

DAY 3 Text Report   from Kevin Gosztola
DAY 3 Video Report from Kevin Gosztola

- Julia Hall (Amnesty International) @JuliaHall18 [Tweets unthreaded]

- Stephania Maurizi @SMaurizi [Tweets unthreaded]
-  In court today [Tweet]

- Craig Murray @CraigMurrayOrg
- DAY 3 Report from Craig Murray
   Version in French (with photo of Julian in the dock) [FR [Le Grand Soir]

- Tareq Haddad @Tareq_Haddad
-  No tweets from the courtroom yet today
-  DAY 3 Report from Tareq Haddad

- Randi Credico @CredicoRandy
- [Tweeted photo]
- Carolina Graterol @Moncaro
-  No tweets today from court.

- Courage Foundation @couragefound   [THREAD] Detailed stuff with links

-  DAY 3 Summary from Courage [Defend WikiLeaks]

- Outside the court, protesters [Tweet video] [Consortium News]

DAY 3 Updates from KEY PEOPLE

-  Lunchtime Presser	[Ruptly] KH
-  After court Presser	[Ruptly] JR, JF, KH, plus 2 MEPs & RSF
-  Joseph Farrell	[DEA Tweet video] On ‘What is a political act?’
-  Kristinn Hrafnsson	[DEA Tweet video] Julian treated as ‘a terrorist’
-  Kristinn Hrafnsson	[DEA Tweet video] On extradition exemption
-  Kristinn Hrafnsson	[M.A.E. Tweet video] Espionage is a political offence
-  John Shipton	[DEA Tweet video] 3 things to note
-  John Rees	[Passarelli Tweet video]

DAY 3 other Reporting  [Defend Wikileaks]
[Sputnik Live Updates] [Sputnik 1]  [Sputnik 2] [Yahoo News] [Reuters] [RT 1]  [RT 2]  [RT 3]  [RT OpEd] [GoingUnderground]  [KIro7]  [RT video]  [ShadowProof] [WSWS] [MediaPart] [Fox News] [US News]  [USA Today] [The Telegraph]  [Daily Mail]

DAY 3 Discussions  
[The Watchdog] Kevin Gosztola, Tareg Haddad, Sarah Marbrouk, Nathan Fuller with Taylor Hudek

DAY 3 Important Comments:
- Craig Murray 	[Tweet video] On nonsense re treaty not applying
- RSF (Rebecca Vincent)	[Tweet video] Calls for Assange to sit with lawyers
- Clare Daly MEP	[Tweet video] The isolation of Julian in court
- Mick Wallace MEP	[Tweet video] International law is under threat
- George Galloway	[RT video] Down the Rabbit Hole
- Jeffrey Sterling (Whistleblower)	[GoingUnderground] Mentioned today by Lewis QC
- Judge Andrew Napoliano	[Fox News] First Amendment concerns
- Adolfo Pérez Esquivel	[Tweet photo]	Demands release if Assange
- Somerset Bean	[Tweet graphic]
- Bob Carr	[Tweet]
- Mick Wallace MEP	[Tweet]	Breach of international law
- Clare Daky MEP	[Tweet]	The glass cage

· 26 Feb 2020 Australian broadcaster Alan Jones speaks with Bob Carr in calling for #Assange to be brought home. Jones says he will be speaking to Foreign Minister, Marise Payne. [Tweet video]
· 26 Feb 2020 Protesters set up camp at the detention center where Chelsea Manning and Jeremy Hammond are incarcerated for refusing to participate in the secret grand jury process. [Tweet]
· 26 Feb 2020 Recent NEW videos:
- “Journalists speak up for Assange” 	[YouTube]
- “Why Assange Matters”                	[YouTube]
-  Mediapart debate re Assange	[FR YouTube] 
     (Eva Joly, Jérémie Zimmermann, and others)
· 26 Feb 2020  Cassandra Fairbanks releases video (in two parts) related to Grenell’s part in the Moreno deal and the arrest of Julian Assange.[Tweet 1]  [Tweet 2]
· 26 Feb 2020 at 6pm “Bring Assange Home” Sydney NSW parliament [Tweet]
[Video?]
Speakers: 
- Greg Barns (Assange lawyer)
- Shaoquett Moselmane (NSW Legislative Assembly)
- Alison Broinowski (Former AU diplomat)
- Bob Carr (Former Foreign Minister of Australia)

Reporting

· [bookmark: _emsf889azxm4]27 Feb 2020  DAY 4 : US Extradition hearing (1 wk)
·  At Belmarsh Magistrates Court (inside Woolwich Crown Court).
- Information from Courts for attendees 	[WiseUp]
- Background material 		[Defend Wikileaks]

- PROSECUTION Opening Note		[PDF] 30 July 2019
- PROSECUTION Outline of Case    Not searchable	[PDF] 17 Feb 2020
	
- DEFENCE Submission re ‘Political Offences’	[PDF] 18 Oct 2019
- DEFENCE Reply on ‘Political Offence Protection’	[PDF] 21 Feb 2020
- DEFENCE Outline of Case 	      Searchable	[PDF] 24 Feb 2020

- US-UK Extradition Treaty		[PDF]  [Status]
- UK Extradition Act 2003		[Link]
- The US Indictment (18 charges)		[Link]

DAY 4 Livestream:   		[Ruptly]  
 
DAY 4 - on site reporting

- Inside the court NOTE: Only a sampling from available tweets is included below

- Rebecca Vincent (RSF)  @rebecca_vincent
  In court today
- Christian Mihr (RSF)  @cmihr

- James Doleman  @jamesdoleman (THREAD)
   Start of Day
- “Assange asks for a moment to speak to his lawyer, he has to communicate through a slit in the glass in front of the dock.” [Tweet]

-” The court has offered Assange headphones so he can hear proceedings better, the court now adjourns briefly while this is tested.
Various people are now speaking into the microphones scattered around the court and asking the defendant if he can hear them” [Tweet]

-  “James Lewis QC for the prosecution resumes his rebuttal of the defence argument yesterday that the US/UK extradition treaty bars extradition for "political offences."” [Tweet]

-  “He is arguing that only Parliament can set the law, and it specifically removed the "political" defence from extradition in 2003.
Lewis now quoting various authorities to support his position.” [Tweet]

- “lewis argues that a political offence would involve having an aim to change the government, in this case of America. Suggests it is not clear this was #Assange's goal.” [Tweet]

“Lewis says it was the clear intention of parliament to remove the political bar on extradition which had existed since 1870.” [Tweet]

- DAY 4 PM Report from James Dolman	[in Italian]
- DAY 4 Photos       from James Dolman

- M.A.E. @MElmaazi  [THREAD] (only partly threaded)
-”And then, for the prosecution case, the 2003 Act when it came into force, which repealed the 1989 Act, removed the political offence exception.” [Tweet]

-  “When one reads the outmoded and outdated reasoning for having the political offences exception in the 1978 Act, which Lord Mustal (sp?) explained. - Lewis QC for the USG
[Assange has taken off the head phones and is wearing them around his neck]” [Tweet]

-   “”Lewis QC is arguing that English courts have argued that the world as it existed when political exceptions to extradition were all the rage no longer applies. It applies to a time when countries like UK/US sought to give refuge to those who sought to overthrow 'despotic' regimes [Tweet]

- [“Lewis QC summarises case law which says that determining "there s no all embracing definition of .... political offence" "there is no bright line test"
Which is what we [USG] say. "One has to look at the purpose and other tests which we have set out in the cases of Chang[sp?]"” [Tweet]

-  “cites a case judgement "it is not possible to provide an all embracing definition of political offence"
So madam it is a complicated issue.
JUDGE: Do all of these discussions relate to pure political offence?
LEWIS: Not quite madam, that is the wrong way of approaching it..” [Tweet]

-  “The right way is using the criteria set out [in the cases of] Chang and Tee (SP?).
"Extradition is based upon conduct, it is not, anymore, based upon the names of offences."” [Tweet]

[More tweets]
-  “[NOTE FROM M.E. Despite all of above, Anglo-US Treaty ratified by UK/US in 2007 does have the political offence exception. Why did they include it if it isn't relevant?  He hasn't addressed that today, I don't know if he did yesterday but I have not heard a proper explanation]” [Tweet] 

[More tweets]
-  “LEWIS QC: The alleged offences can't be considered to be a political offence "are not his [Assange] leaking to the press, but his actions of publishing activity reports, absent redaction - thereby putting [informants or sources at] risk.” [Tweet]

- The idea that WikiLeaks was involved in a major struggle with the US government to change it or its policies "must be examined much more closely".
LEWIS QC FIN SUBMISSIONS FOR NOW 
FITZGERALD QC SAYS NEEDS SOME TIME TO RESPOND 
COURT ADJOURNED [Tweet]

- Wikileaks @wikileaks

- {See RT from Justice UK below)

- Patrick Hennigsen @21WIRE   [THREAD]
  [No thread today]

- Kevin Gosztola @kgosztola [THREAD]
[At start of day]
-  “Apparently, the defense made some formal request to court to have Assange sit with them in the well, but we have not seen the submission. The judge made no ruling. I presume the headset is the judge’s attempt to avoid having to rule on this request.” [Tweet]
-  “Issue isn’t can Assange hear but can he participate in his defense. He wants to be able to consult with attorneys during proceedings and judge is prioritizing the security concerns of guards and counter-terrorism courthouse personnel over due process rights.” [Tweet]

[Later]
-  “Assange is never in court when judge sits down to start proceedings. We are consistently waiting for guards.” [Tweet]
-  “Assange is here now, wearing sweater and jacket which he wasn’t wearing before” [Tweet]
[More tweets]

-  “”Judge pushes Edward Fitzgerald, defense, to clarify whether Assange is covered by treaty.
“We’re in pretty strange Alice in Wonderland world,” where country says yes there is this treaty governing extraditions but it’s got nothing to do with lawfulness of request or detention. [Tweet]

-  “Judge replies that answer is treaty was signed by executive authorities, not Parliament.” [Tweet]

-  “Judge asks the defense how exception that is supposed to cover political struggle covers Assange. And defense says it extends to someone seeking to “induce change in government policy.”” [Tweet]

-  “Judge asks why he contends Assange sought to induce a change in public policy rather than expose government wrongdoing” [Tweet]

-  “Defense: Two are intimately connected. “Why was he seeking to expose the rules of engagement [for Iraq]?””  [Tweet]
-  “Defense: Rules of engagement were “published to show that war crimes [were committed] that breached their own rules of engagement.” (Meaning the US military)” [Tweet]
-  “Defense: Guantanamo detainee files were disclosed to “show there were abuses of human rights and torture being done in the war on terror” [Tweet]
-  “Defense: “It’s the very definition of seeking to induce a government to change a policy.”” [Tweet]
-  “Defense: "What other purpose could there be to publishing the rules of engagement as well, as the Apache strike ["Collateral Murder" video], but to show the war was being prosecuted in conflict with human rights."” [Tweet]

DAY 4 TEXT Report   from Kevin Gosztola
DAY 4 ViDEO Report from Kevin Gosztola and later discussion [YouTube}

- Mac William Bishop  @MacWBishop [THREAD] (very long)
  Today’s [THREAD]
  Just before lunch 
-  “Baraitser is asking the defense & prosecution if they agree that witnesses expected to testify about alleged surveillance of Assange in the Ecuadorean Embassy can be kept anonymous (a requirement due to an ongoing legal proceeding in Spain).” [Tweet]

  After lunch
-  “Summers, for the defense, is telling Baraitser that the headphones provided by the court are not particularly helpful for Assange.” [Tweet]
-  “”Summers: “We have now been in this court for four days, and Mr Assange has dealt with the proceedings stoically.”
Summers adds there are practical issues with conducting a defense of Assange, including the fact that the dock is at the back of the courtroom. [Tweet]
-  “Baraitser is suggesting that there are practical methods for passing notes to Assange which can be arranged.
Summers adds that the presence of microphones in the courtroom and the presence of US government personnel makes it difficult for the defense to consult with the client.” [Tweet]
-  “Summers responds that moving forward it will be essential to communicate regularly and freely with Assange.
Baraitser says she is happy to give as many breaks as needed so that the defense can confer with their client privately outside the courtroom.” [Tweet]
-  ““If a three-week hearing needs to become a six-week hearing, so be it,” Baraitser says.
Summers continues to argue that this would be impractical for conducting a thorough defense, noting that it would be hard to stop proceedings every two or three minutes...” [Tweet]
-   “...for the defense team to meet with Assange to take instructions in a location outside of the courtroom.” [Tweet]
-  “Summers is arguing that keeping his client in a glass enclosure prevents a fair hearing from being conducted. He is citing instances in which other courts have ruled this to be the case.” [Tweet]
-  “The right for the accused to confer with their lawyer without fear of being overheard by a third party is an essential part of a fair trial, Summers said.
Baraitser says it’s a bit of an exaggeration for Summers to say that the proceedings would have to be halted every 2-3 mins.” [Tweet]
-  “Summers is not backing down.
“In short,” he says, “the European Court regarded [a similar setup] as completely incompatible with the right to a fair hearing.”
“We remind you, madam, of Mr Assange’s particular vulnerability,” he adds.” [Tweet]
-  “The solution we invite you to undertake, Summers says, is to permit Assange to sit with his attorneys. This is the practice around the world, he adds.” [Tweet]
-  “Surrendering to the dock is a separate process from surrendering to the Crown Court, Summers says. Someone can be in custody of the court without being in custody of the dock.
“The authorities on this are legion,” Summers says.” [Tweet]
-  “For vulnerable clients there is no requirement to enter the dock, Summers continues. The issue is whether defendants are being properly supervised.
Summers says that Baraitser has jurisdiction on this matter, and the magistrate agrees that she does.” [Tweet]
-  “What we are asking for in this case, Summers says, is regarded as not unusual by the UK’s criminal justice system.
Summers says that it is unnecessary for the defense to make an application for bail as per the defense’s understanding of the concept of custody.” [Tweet]
-  “Summers says that the prosecution does not contest this issue.” [Tweet]
-  ““What we are seeking is not exceptional treatment,” Summers says.
Assange interrupts.” [Tweet] 
-  “Baraitser asks him to speak through his lawyers.
“That’s exactly the problem,” Assange says.
Summers notes the impracticalities of knowing when his client has an issue with the proceedings without discreet access to his client.” [Tweet]
-  “Lewis for the prosecution says that they are completely neutral on this issue.” [Tweet
-  “Baraitser tells Assange: This court has an overriding responsibility to ensure the conduct of a fair trial.
It is quite apparent over the past four days that you have had no difficulty in communicating with your legal team, Baraitser says.” [Tweet]] [ME Choke, Splutter]
- “Baraitser adds that she has been willing to repeat or stop the proceeds whenever Assange has raised his hand to indicate he was having trouble hearing.
This court routinely conducts proceedings with defendants in the secure dock, Baraitser says.”  [Tweet}
-  “There are measures which can be taken to ensure Assange has sufficient private access to his attorneys outside the courtroom, Baraitser says. 
Regarding Assange’s various psychiatric vulnerabilities, Baraitser says she has received no specific information about conditions...” [Tweet]
-  “...which might affect his ability to participate in the proceedings.
The application to leave the dock is denied, Baraitser concludes.” [Tweet]

- “Fitzgerald, for the defense, returns to the discussion about how anonymous witnesses will appear during the evidentiary phase of the extradition hearing.” [Tweet]
Brief Recess

- “Fitzgerald and Baraitser are working out whether Assange can appear at a related portion of the hearing in Westminster via video link; this is a logistical discussion more than a legal one.” [Tweet]

- “One thing that may be of interest to some: Baraitser said it was at defense’s request that this portion of the hearing be held at Woolwich Crown Court beside Belmarsh, instead of Westminster, in order to simplify travel arrangements for Assange.”[Tweet]

- “I say it is of interest as some have asserted that the hearing being held in Woolwich Crown Court was evidence of bias against Assange.
I’ll follow up with the defense team when possible to see if I understood this correctly.” [Tweet]

- “Hearing resumes, and concludes. The evidentiary portion will continue on May 18. Every 28 days Assange must appear before the court as a procedural matter, Baraitser says. So there will be an appearance on April 25.
That’s all for now, thanks to everyone for following along.” [Tweet]

END OF DAY and END OF WEEK

- Julia Hall (Amnesty International) @JuliaHall18 
  [Unthreaded Tweets start here]]

- Stephania Maurizi @SMaurizi 
  Unthreaded tweets start here]
-  “In the last 2days,we journos [but not the public gallery hopefuls] have been allowed inside the WoolwichCrownCourt building earlier, whereas the first 2days of the Julian Assange extradition Hearing we were literally freezing outside for hours.
I’m afraid for activists freezing outside and I’m very impressed by them” [Tweet]

- Craig Murray @CraigMurrayOrg
   DAY 4 Report from Craig Murray    
   Version in French (with photo of Julian in the dock) [FR Le Grand Soir]
    NOTE: Related Gov.uk website re Treaty status
  
   DAY 4 Addendum: “The Armoured Glass Box is an Instrument of Torture”
   Version in French (with photo of Julian in the dock) [FR Le Grand Soir]

- Tareq Haddad @Tareq_Haddad
  No thread today, Comment here [Tweet]
  
- DAY 4 Report from Tareq Haddad

- Randi Credico @CredicoRandy
-  Reporting via “Countdown to Freedom (Ep 9)”  28 Feb [Podcast]
[bookmark: _qgnk88aiuz70]- Carolina Graterol @Moncaro
  No thread today
-  “I was just yanking to WikiLeaks source who was telling me that this morning the public queuing for the public gallery at #Assange extradition case have not been allowed into the Court complex.Temperature is 3 degrees outside. Appalling behaviour of the court. ” [Tweet]

- Courage Foundation @couragefound   [THREAD]
   DAY 4 Summary from Courage {Defend WikiLeaks)

- Outside the court, protesters

DAY 4 Updates from KEY PEOPLE

-  Lunchtime Pressers	[Ruptly] Clare Daly & Mick Wallace MEPs
	[Ruptly] Kristinn Hrafnsson & Joseph Farrell 
-  After court Presser	[Ruptly] Kristinn Hrafnsson, JD, Jen Robinson
-  Jennifer Robinson	[DEA Tweet video]
-  Rebecca Vincent (RSF)	[DEA Tweet video]
-  Rebecca Vincent (RSF)	[RSF Tweet video]
-  John Shipton	[DEA Tweet video]
-  Kristinn Hrafnsson	[DEA Tweet video] talking with protestors
-  Kristinn Hrafnsson	[Ruptly Tweet video]
-  Craig Murray	[Passarelli Tweet video]
-  Joseph Farrell	[Harlock Tweet video]
-  John Shipton	[Harlock Tweet video]
-  Craig Murray	[Harlock Tweet video]

DAY 4 other Reporting:

[Consortum News Live Updates] [Consortium News]  [Shadowproof]  [Caitlin Johnstone]  [Sputnik Live Updates] [Sputnik 1]  [21Wire]  [LA Times]  [ibtimes] [RT] [RichmondTimes] [RawStory]  [WSWS 1] [WSWS 2] [WSWS 3]  [WSWS 4]  [MSN / IOL] [MSN 2] [NPR]  [Military] [CraigMurrayOrg] [RSF]  [Counterfire]  [DE derFreitag]  [Daily Mail] [Crikey] FR LeMonde] [FR France 24] [The Guardian]

In DC [CodePinkRadio at 33:56]  [THREAD]

DAY 4 Important Comments:
Amnesty International	[Website] 	Urges “a fair extradition process””(??}
Julia Hall (Amnesty)	{Tweet video]
Rafael Correa	[ES Tweet]	Embassy spying  9The Spanish vase}
Srecko Horvat	[Tweet photos] 	Condition sis the Hague for War Criminals
Renata Avila	[Tweet photo]	Conditions for Pinochet under UK arrest
Rebecca Vincent (RSF)	[Tweet]  [Statement]
George Galloway	[Tweet	Impact on image of UK]
Mick Wallace	[Tweet]	“Political offence”
Janes Dolman	[Tweet image] 	Court sketch of Juian trying to get
[bookmark: _yz1ji5ojrqv4]			 attention through the glass cage 

DAY 4 Discussions  
[The Watchdog], Tareg Haddad, Kristinn Hrafnsson, M.A.E., Joseph Farrell, 
                            Jérémie Zimmermann', Fidel Narvaéz, with Taylor Hudek

· 27 Feb 2020 Aitor Martinez tweets Letter from The Council of Bar and Law Societies of Europe (CCBE) to UK authorities [dated 24 Feb 2020] about the interception of communications between Julian Assange and his lawyers lTweet] [Image attached]
· 27 Feb 2020 Wikileaks tweets report from UK Justice (UK) (dated 1 July 2015) “Reassessing the use of the dock in criminal trials” [Tweet] [Website Recommendations] 
· 27 Feb 2020 Dr Sue Wareham (Doctors For Assange) has Letter published in the Canberra Times: [Tweet]  [CanberraTimes]
“Healthcare is not a privilege to be withheld from those who publish information that incriminates governments.”

POSTSCRIPT  Reporting 
· 28 Feb 2020
Media: [Sky News]  [Sputnik 1]  [Irish Examiner]

- RSF: “UK: Legal arguments during the first week of Julian Assange’s extradition hearing highlight lack of US evidence” 

Commentary: [John Wight]   [SMH OpEd Elizabeth Farrelly] [Sputnik John Steppling]
Discussions: 
- CrossTalk: Joe Lauria, Alexander Mercouris, Taylor Hidak
- Countdown to Freedom (Ep 9):  
	Craig Murray [4:08] John Shipton [25:43], Fidel Narváez [41:50], 
	Sevim Dağdelen [1:10:34], Angela Richter [1:26:15], Aaron Maté.[1:42:05]

Critiques of Media:
-  Mick Wallace MEP [Tweet]
· 29 Feb 2020 
Media:  [Ifex (rsf)  [ES La Jornada]]  [IndependentAustralia]

Discussions:
-  The Listening Post Short version  [YouTube full version]
-  On Contact Chris Hedges with Joe Lauria. See also  [TruthDig]
-  ConsortiumNews and Sputnik: Joe Lauria speaks to George Galloway.

Comment:
- Dr Lissa Johnson calls out the judge’s use of the term “condition” [Tweet]
“It's inaccurate to call psychological harm resulting from psychological torture a "condition" as the judge in Assange's case has here
It's a linguistic effort to pin the impact of his torture on him 
Like calling the bruises and welts from beatings a disease
They're injuries”

Critiques of Media: 
Growing thread re silence of MSM journalists on Assange and hearing [THREAD]
- John Pilger [Tweet]
- Media of Empire [Website]
- Renata Avila [Tweet]
- Complaint re BBC [THREAD}
· 1 Mar 2020
Media: [The Canary]  [DE ntv] [RCFP] [DE DerSpeigel]

- 21 Wire “Analysis”  with Patrick Henningsen
- Going Underground Sevim Dagdelen 
- MOATS Craig Murray with George Galloway
-  Felicity Ruby [THREAD] 
   In one tweet she questions all the strip-searching of Julian [Tweet map]
· 2 Mar 2020 
Media [Deutschland]

- Craig Murray:  “The Armoured Glass Box is an Instrument of Torture”
    [CMO Blog]  [Consortium News] [FR Translation]
- Stefania Maurizi:   “Julian Assange is the defendant, journalism is under trial”
    [Il Fatto Quotidiano]
- Jennifer Robinson interview
    [Democracy Now]
- Yanis Varoufakis interviewed by Phillip Adams for ABC Radio 
    [Tweet]  [YouTube]  [ABC]
-  A “thank you” from Kevin Gosztola for financial assistance for his reporting [Tweet]
· 3 Mar 2020
Media  [IT Pressenza - Daily record]

- Baltasar Garzon:  “Assange, the press in danger”  [ES El Pais]
· 4 Mar 2020
Media [AsiaPacific Report]

- Angela Richter “In the heart of the judicial farce”  [DE Freitag]
  “On the last evening of the trial, I meet Assange's lawyer Jennifer Robinson, who I've known since 2011. She confirms that both sides are ready to go through all instances of UK jurisdiction - which can take three to four years.
Will Julian Assange be able to survive this under the current prison conditions? His defense lawyers have made it clear that psychiatric reports are at risk of suicide if he is extradited to the United States.” 
NOTE This article was changed when an error in an earlier version of this paragraph was noted.
· 5 Mar 2020
Media  [EchoNetDaily]  [Redacted Tonight]
· 6 Mar 2020
Media  [JD Journal]
· 8 Mar 2020
Media [The Bristolian]
·  Undated. 
Media [RenegadeInc]

[bookmark: _abw4afz51oiv]🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆🔆
[bookmark: _ujvolog5ct9x]End of PHASE 1 - Extradition hearing
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· 28 Feb 2020  The sessions with the Special Rapporteur on Torture Nils Melzer,  at the 43rd Session of UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC)

- Speech plus Interactive Session [Part 1 video ]  [Part 2 video]  [THREAD]
· 28 Feb 2020 EFJ Open letter to Macron from French journalists [Website]
“Eight organizations, including the European Federation of Journalists, signed an open letter on February 27, 2020 to the President of the French Republic Emmanuel Macron, asking him to grant asylum to the journalist and founder of WikiLeaks, Julian Assange .”
· 28 Feb 2020 The coronavirus scare heats up. [Tracker]
· 29 Feb 2020 at 18:00h Event in Berlin “Against the Extradition of Julian Assange to the US - Our Right to Know”  [Tweet]  [Register]
Speakers: Renata Avila, Joseph Farrell, Angela Richter and Whistleblower N

On site:         [Avila Tweet] [DIEM25 Tweet] 
Interviews:    [ActivismMunich YouTube]
Reporting: 
· 29 Feb 2020 Julian Assange Solidarity Walk: Blackheath to Belmarsh [WiseUp]
· 29 Feb 2020 Count 2 dropped in Joseph Schulte case [Inner City Press]
NOTE The article is seriously worth a read.
· 29 Feb 2019 Catalan President and MEP Puigdemont starts his speech to the large Assemblea by remembering Julian Assange:  [Tweet] [Tweet photos of event]

"It's an absolute shame that Assange is imprisoned and suffering. He must be released immediately!"

UPDATE 2 Mar 2020: Formal statement from Catalonia approved [ES El Mon] [EN Text]
· [bookmark: _mqsg9ifweytx] MARCH 2020.     
· 1 Mar 2020 John McDonnell (Australian MP) speaks out [Tweet Video]
· 1 Mar 2020 Sevim Dagdelen interview “Everything points to a pure show trial”  [DE Spiegel]
· 2 Mar 2020 Model Motion in  support of  Julian Assange, publisher of WikiLeaks (for use by clubs, incorporated societies, NGOs etc)  [WiseUp]
· 2 Mar 2020 More on the ‘Rohrabacher offer’ 
Media: [The Watchdog]  [Vice] [Action4Assange video]  [WSWS]
· 2 Mar 2020 Interview with Frank Schwabe, spokesman for the German SPD parliamentary group on human rights, who demands that Assange be released 
"The opposite of treason"  [DE IPG] [EN IPG]
· 2 Mar 2020  US Federal Court Orders Deposition of Hillary Clinton on Emails and Benghazi Attack Records  [Judicial Watch]
· 3 Mar 2020 Mairead Maguire - “Stop the Extradition of Julian Assange-Defend Freedom of the Press” [Pressenza]
· 3 Mar 2020 Bob Carr tweets again [Tweet]
“Does an Australian passport mean nothing? That q is raised by Canberra’s failure to act on revelations about the cruelty in the treatment of Julian Assange. It’s not hard for Aus govt to let Boris know that strip searches, isolation, handcuffs & a glass booth are over the top”
· 3 Mar 2020 Transparency Deutschland & Netzwerk Recherche call on German federal government to draw conclusions from the Assange case [DE NR]
· 3 Mar 2020 Christine Assange (Julian’s mother) launches a GoFundMe for her new, Australian-based, official 'Save My Son Julian' campaign “” [Tweet]
· 3 Mar 2020 The trial of Julian’s friend and Swedish computer scientist Ola Bini is due to start Thurs 5 March in Quito. At least 15 international NGOs will sit in as observers. [ES EFE] [ES Vistazo]
- Amnesty puts out a statement re this trial  [Statement]
· 4 Mar 2020 Peter Whish-Wilson raises the reports by Nils Melzer re Julian with Marise Payne (Minister fo Foreign Affairs) in the Australian parliament’s Legislative Committee  [Tweet video] 
- Also Penny Wong [YouTube]
- Relevant Marise Payne (Tweet] on the day Julian was expelled from the Embassy

Reporting
Media: [ArmidaleExpress]  [SBS]  [The Standard]  
- In a follow up, WSWS referred to Penny Wong’s “feigned concern” [WSWS]
· 4 Mar 2020 Quentin Dempster: “The Frankenstein effect – why whistleblowers are needed now, more than ever”  [PEN Sydney]
· 4 Mar 2020 Eileen Chubb (Compassion n Care) “Julian Assange Case Shows Every Journalist is in Danger! ”  [Tweet Clip]  [Going Underground]
- “'The Gavin MacFayden Award...Julian Assange won that award and he was voted for by whistleblowers'” 
· 5 Mar 2020 Appeal judges at the International Criminal Court (ICC) have given prosecutors the go-ahead to launch an investigation into alleged war crimes by Taliban, Afghan und US forces in Afghanistan. [DW]

- Diani Baretto wonders if Wikileaks will be cited in the ICC? [Tweet]
· 5 Mar 2020 Lawyers for accused WikiLeaks source Josh Schulte have asked the court to temporarily halt jury deliberations to make sure jurors "were not exposed to prejudicial extra-record information" from a former juror. [Tweet]
- Request was denied. [Tweet]
- “Jury is falling apart” [EmptyWheel]
· 5 March 2020 Nils Melzer comments on the detention of Chelsea Manning
[DE Tweet] [DE DeutschlandFunk]
· 5 March 2020 John Shipton in a long article. (Seems to be a kind of Transcript to the RT Documentary (of 4 Mar 2020) [RT Article] [RT Documentary]
· 5 March 2020 Kevin Gosztola on ways the current US Espionage Bill would protect journalists like Julian Assange [ShadowProof] 
· 5 March 2020 Tareq Haddad on “Inside The Assange Extradition Trial”
-  [Tweet]   [Watching The Hawks RT]
· 6 Mar 2020 One of the women from the Swedish allegations, Anna A, has now hit out at Nils Melzer. [DE Spiegel]
“She has never felt "so much abused" as by him, writes Anna A. from Sweden in a dossier that she sent to Melzer's office and which SPIEGEL could see. Melzer had spoken of manipulation by the Swedish investigators and claimed the invention of a "rape story".

So he blames the victims, the woman writes; it was "a classic patriarchal technique to define the conditions for how 'a real rape victim' should behave". It also accuses the lawyer of personally slandering her and, in part, spreading the untruth about the investigation, such as Assange's willingness to testify about the incidents. This is "completely unacceptable, shocking and a reason to quit his job at the UN".  …

Similar to Anna A., more than 300 human rights lawyers and law professors from numerous countries have already sharply criticized Melzer. In an open letter they accused him last summer that his statements were "both legally wrong and harmful with regard to sexual violence". Melzer rejected this even then. 

While he shares the signatories' legal opinion, he also believes "that every victim must be supported and taken seriously who is brave enough to report sexual abuse". In the Assange case, however, he stuck to the fact that the evidence gathered in Sweden was not a basis to investigate on suspicion of rape - a clarification that the three initiators of the open letter "sincerely welcomed"

· 6 Mar 2020 Nils Meltzer tweets initial response to the article (above) [Tweet]

“I thank Ms A. for her courage & resolve to reach out & provide her views. She cannot be blamed for Sweden’s human rights violations, nor expected to disprove them. This is the Government's duty, whose failure to cooperate with UN bodies speaks for itself.”

And again, in response to another outburst (see this [article] )   [NM response Tweet]
· 6 Mar 2020 Crowdstrike now claim they “did not do any investigations around the release of the information.“  [The Gateway Pundit]”
“Now after three and a half years of the fraudulent Russia collusion scam being repeated so often that half of America believes that Russia hacked the DNC and gave their emails to WikiLeaks, Crowdstrike announces that it had nothing to do with assessing that Russians gave the emails to WikiLeaks??!! 

So if Crowdstrike now claims they didn’t confirm that Russians gave emails to WikiLeaks, then who the hell did?”
· 6 Mar 2020 Tucker Carlson (Fox News, 2.9 mill Twitter followers) has Roger Waters on his show to explain issues related to Julian [YouTube] [Fox News] [Tweet]

- 7 Mar 2020 Roger Waters thanks Tucker Carlson for “shining a light on Julian Assange’s innocence.” [Tweet]

Reporting [Fox News]
· 6 Mar 2020 Interview With Lawyer-Journalist Mark Davis “Julian Did Redact”:
[DEA Tweet ]  [SydCriminaLawyer]
- See also Politics In The Pub video (9 Aug 2019) and partial transcription [THREAD]
· 6 Mar 2020 John Shipton meets with ex-President Lula  of Brasil (in Geneva)
 [Tweet]{PO Tweet] [PO YouTube]
“All my solidarity with the founder of @wikileaks . Humanity should demand his freedom. Instead of being arrested, he should be treated like a hero”

Reporting: [El Pais]
· 6 Mar 2020 Johannes Stefansson (of the Fishrot leaks} says: [Tweet]
“”I have so much to thank @khrafnsson @wikileaks @couragefound for the very good and brave work, endless support, they made all this possible for Fishrot cases to come out. I and we all stand behind Assange Wikileaks, and to protect freepress.”
· 6 Mar 2020 Interview of Professor Ferrada de Noli (chairman of Swedish Doctors for Human Rights) with Ren TV (aired 24 Feb 2020),  "So, you ask me, why all this torture against Assange?"  [The Indicter]
- “Of course [the surveillance of Assange inside the embassy] is illegal, and the question is why the US government would pursue such an illegal endeavour –which became very known, particularly after the Edward Snowden revelations about the purpose and scope of this espionage the US has on its own citizens. 
And this (about Assange) it’s because the US would consider journalists, professors, intellectuals of all kinds, a threat to national interests just by telling the truth.”

“The extradition per se would be feasible, juridically speaking, if the UK government finally authorize it. In that case Julian Assange will be taken to the US, and he will be charged in court, and possibly he would receive that long sentence that you mentioned. But beyond that, the US strategy aims to hit the all whistle-blower movement. These measures, these extreme measures that the US government is using, is to deter future revelations of the kind done by WikiLeaks in regards to the abuse of power, the war crimes in Iraq, the documents on Afghanistan [the Afghan files], etc.

Assange is one thing as an individual, but then you have the societal phenomenon which Assange represents. And there you will find the political or geopolitical strategy which is behind these strong measures that the government of the US is deploying in the case.”

“This is not a juridical case. This is a political case with strong geopolitical implications. And things have to be analysed from that perspective. And the solution should be given from that area, too.
So, what needs to be mobilized, is pressure from politicians, from governments, from human rights organizations, and from the mass movements that gradually have been formed in order to support the just cause of freedom for Julian Assange, which is also the cause for truth.”
· 7 Mar 2020 Craig Murray comments on the coronavirus scare [Blog] [Tracker]
· 7 Mar 2020 Noam Chomsky tweets “Hillary Clinton Confession: ‘We created Al Qaeda / ISIS’ ” [Tweet]
“In this video Hillary Clinton admits that the US government created and funded Al-Qaeda in order to fight the soviet union”

- See also ”Brzezinski (1998) interview in Le Nouvel Observateur re Afghanistan (Annotated)” [YouTube]
· 7 Mar 2020 Tracy Worcester (Duchess of Beaufort ) visits Julian in Belmarsh 
[Tweet video]
· 7 Mar 2020 Russian spokesperson  at OSCE speaks out against mistreatment of Assange [ES Sputnik]
· 8 Mar 2020 Fidel Narváez speaks about the hearings & background [ES Sputnik]
· 8 Mar 2020 Summary of the redaction issie [The Canary]
· 9 Mar 2020 Joshua Schulte [Vault 7] case ended in hung jury (with conviction on two counts)
 
Reporting [NYT]  [WSWS] [Inner City Press] [The Hill]  [ICP podcast] [RT YouTube]  [DailyMail]

NYT: “The judge declared a mistrial on the most serious charges against Joshua Schulte, who was accused of giving secret documents to WikiLeaks.”

WSWS: “After a week of deliberations, the jury returned on Monday to state that it could not reach an agreement on the most serious charges facing Schulte. The divided opinion centred on eight counts under the Espionage Act, including illegally gathering and transmitting national defence information. The jury had only agreed to convict Schulte on the lesser counts of contempt of court and making false statements to the US Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). Schulte will remain imprisoned and likely faces a retrial.

The failure of the prosecution to convict Schulte of the charges relating to WikiLeaks’ 2017 Vault 7 publication, which consisted of leaked documents from within the CIA, is significant. It may mark a hurdle in the campaign of the US government against WikiLeaks and its publisher Julian Assange, who faces extradition from Britain to the US and prosecution under Espionage Act charges over separate 2010 and 2011 releases. 

It is clear that if he is extradited, Assange could face additional US charges, possibly related to Vault 7. Three days after closing arguments in the Schulte trial, Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade officials confirmed that it was possible that Assange would face additional counts carrying the death penalty if he was dispatched to the US. The timing of their statements, which contradict the previous claims of US allies, could indicate that there is much at stake for Assange in the attempted US prosecution of Schulte.

The failure of the jury to convict, after a “national security” trial in which all advantages were slated to the prosecutors, underscores the criminal character of the media blackout of the proceedings, which began in late January. For over a month, the most prominent corporate media outlets have remained silent on court hearings which revealed aspects of the politically-motivated witch-hunt of WikiLeaks and its alleged sources.”

NOTE: The exception to media blackout  was detailed daily reporting from [Inner City Press]

ICP: “In the conclusion of the month long trial of accused CIA leaker Joshua Schulte, on the morning of March 9 the jury returned guilty verdicts on Counts 8 and 10, with mistrial granted on all other counts. Judge Crotty set March 26 for the next date. 
March 9 thread here.  Count 8 involves causing the transmission of a harmful computer program, information, code or command; Count 10 involves obstruction of justice.”
· 9 March 2020 New US document released by US Cyber Command via FOIA [TechCrunch]
“A previously secret document from 2010 warned that classified diplomatic cables published by WikiLeaks  would likely result in “observable changes” in the tactics and techniques used by foreign spies, potentially making it easier to avoid detection by U.S. agencies.

The document, recently declassified through a Freedom of Information request by the nonprofit National Security Archive and shared with TechCrunch,  reveals a rare glimpse inside U.S. Cyber Command, the military’s main cyber-warfare unit, which feared that the leaked diplomatic cables of communications between U.S. foreign embassies would uncover and hamper its ongoing cyber operations.”
· 9 Mar 2020 Swiss Petition seeking asylum for Assange in that country [DE Petition]
“We, lawyers, jurists, Swiss citizens and co-signers, ask the Federal Council to grant asylum to Julian Assange in Switzerland.  .Because: Those who discover war crimes should not be extradited to war criminals!”
· 9 Mar 2020 The International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute (IBAHRI) 
“condemns the reported mistreatment of Julian Assange during his United States extradition trial in February 2020, and urges the government of the United Kingdom to take action to protect him.” [IBAHRI]  

“The IBAHRI is concerned that the mistreatment of Julian Assange constitutes breaches of his right to a fair trial and protections enshrined in the United Nations Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, to which the UK is party. It is deeply shocking that as a mature democracy in which the rule of law and the rights of individuals are preserved, the UK Government has been silent and has taken no action to terminate such gross and disproportionate conduct by Crown officials. 

As well, we are surprised that the presiding judge has reportedly said and done nothing to rebuke the officials and their superiors for such conduct in the case of an accused whose offence is not one of personal violence.”  ...

“It is troubling that Mr Assange has complained that he is unable to hear properly what is being said at his trial, and that because he is locked in a glass cage is prevented from communicating freely with his lawyers during the proceedings commensurate with the prosecution.’

- Nils Melzer thanks the IBAHRI [Tweet]

Reporting [Law Gazette UK]  [Irish Legal News] [Sputnik] [WSWS] [Lawyers Weekly]

Comment [DEA Tweet video]
· ?? March 2020 ARTICLE 19 and partners have developed criteria for the appointment of a new UN Special Rapporteur on FreedomOfExpression.  
[Tweet]  [Summary]  [PDF]

- Formalities of nomination process [OHCHR]
- Online Survey for Mandate holders [OHCHR]
- Application form [OHCHR]
- Deadline for nominations 12:00pm GMT on 15 April 2020.
· 9 Mar 2020 Christine Assange (and doctors) warns of risk to Julian of coronavirus [Tweet]

Reporting: [WSWS]
· 10 Mar 2020 The so-called EARN IT Act (S. 3398): Senators Lindsey Graham (R-SC) and Richard Blumenthal (D-CT) recently introduced a bill that would undermine key protections for Internet speech in US law. [EFF]
“[The Bill] is an attack on speech, security, and innovation. Congress must reject it.

The bill deals with the very serious issue of child exploitation online, but it offers no meaningful solutions. It doesn’t help organizations that support victims. It doesn’t equip law enforcement agencies with resources to investigate claims of child exploitation or training in how to use online platforms to catch perpetrators. Rather, the bill’s authors have shrewdly used defending children as the pretense for an attack on our free speech and security online.”
Reporting: [WSWS]
Comment
- Edward Snowden [Tweet]
“The government is attempting to exploit anger at tech companies to pass a law that intentionally undermines digital security  and censors speech. 
That such a law is even being considered by Congress is a national disgrace.”
· 10 Mar 2020 Interview with John Shipton by Peter McCormack of Defiance
[Podcast]  [Transcript]
· 11 Mar 2020 Chelsea Manning has been reported has having attempted suicide whileimprisoned  for not testifying against Assange.[Sparrow Media]
“On Wednesday, March 11, 2020, Chelsea Manning attempted to take her own life. She was taken to a hospital and is currently recovering. 

Ms. Manning is still scheduled to appear on Friday for a previously-calendared hearing, at which Judge Anthony Trenga will rule on a motion to terminate the civil contempt sanctions stemming from her May, 2019 refusal to give testimony before a grand jury investigating the publication of her 2010 disclosures. 
In spite of those sanctions — which have so far included over a year of so-called “coercive” incarceration and nearly half a million dollars in threatened fines — she remains unwavering in her refusal to participate in a secret grand jury process that she sees as highly susceptible to abuse.   Ms. Manning has previously indicated that she will not betray her principles, even at risk of grave harm to herself.”

Petition to free her: [Tweet]  [Petition]

Reporting: [Gizmodo] [New Matilda] [The Guardian] [The DailyBeast] [Daily Mail] [WSWS] [AP News]  [NY Times] [FR FranceInfo] RT video] [RT article] [DemocracyNow] [The Intercept]

Discussion: 
- Daniel Ellsberg and Kevin Gosztola [Defending Rights & Dissent from 18:00]

Comment:
- Nils Melzer [Tweet]
“Alarming news on @xychelsea
On 1 Nov [2019]  I called on USGovt to terminate her coercive detention without delay, categorized it as torture (http://bit.ly/2ZAn10Y ) & reiterated this in my official report to HRC43 (http://bit.ly/2vYhNBL). 
No response.”
[NOTE: Chelsea Manning is referenced by name in FNs 8, 32 & 50 of the Draft Report.]

 - More from Nils Melzer [Tweet]
“After speaking to @xychelsea's lawyers: Her state was critical but stable now. 
Such acts of desperation are typical for the confusion, dehumanisation & suffering deliberately inflicted through prolonged PsychologicalTorture (http://bit.ly/2vYhNBL).”

- Yanis Varoufakis [Tweet]
“And so, the torture of Chelsea Manning (to force her to lie about Julian Assange) continues year in year out. Putin, Xi, Orban and assorted despots are laughing their heads off as our so-called liberal democracies shred human rights”

- Matt Kennard [Tweet]
“Be in no doubt. The US/UK govts are trying to break Manning+Assange. They want to send a message: if you expose our crimes, we will destroy you. These prisoners are the frontline of battle to hold on to our freedom. Those who remain silent are complicit.”

- Stefania Maurizi
“I am completely upset and devastated to realise how the US government has treated one of the greatest journalistic sources of all times:” [Tweet]

“I am devastated.I have worked on her documents, published by Wikileaks, for the last decade. No one put me in prison, no one ever questioned me, whereas @xychelsea and Julian Assange are literally dying slowly, killed by the US government” [Tweet]

- Renata Avila [Tweet]
“US is torturing @xychelsea. The case against her and Wikileaks  is an example of lawfare and use of torture to silence and punish non-violent action.”

- Glenn Greenwald [Tweet]
“The persecution and abuse of Chelsea Manning is a decade-long and ongoing disgrace to the country. There are no words for it. ”
 
- US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo (on the same day) [Tweet]
“Our nation was founded on the premise that all human beings are created equal in rights and in dignity. I’m proud that 244 years later, the US remains a leader in the effort to champion human rights with the 2019 #HumanRightsReport“”

· 11 Mar 2020 Webinar: “The Extradition of Julian Assange & the Future of Global Press Freedom” [Register]

Video: [FaceBook video]

Speakers: Chip Gibbons, Daniel Ellsberg, and Kevin Gostzola 
· 11 Mar 2020 Nils Melzer gives a briefing on the Assange case to members of the Swiss Parliament @ParlCH in Bern [Tweet]   [DE Tweet] 
“...  thanks to the participating MPs for the open & constructive discussion!”
· 11 Mar 2020 John Pilger comments on The pandemic announcement for coronavirus (but not for the dire circumstances of people elsewhere). [Tweet]
· 11 Mar 2020 Australia: Melbourne teachers vote to defend Assange and Manning [WSWS]
· 12 Mar 2020 Detailed update on the medical and judicial treatment of Julian Assange by Lissa Johnson and Doctors For Assange  [New Matilda]
“Given that an Australian citizen is at the heart of this global attack on press freedom and human rights, we Australians must hold our government to its human rights obligations according to its own Human Rights Commission.

Because this abuse will not stop at Julian Assange and Chelsea Manning. Glenn Greenwald is in the crosshairs as we speak. Other gentle journalists and whistleblowers the world over are at risk. A senior official at the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) has recently expressed fear for his family’s safety if he tells the truth about what goes on behind the scenes.

Persecutors everywhere will be emboldened by the Assange precedent. Secrecy will run riot. Victims’ stories will go unheard and untold.

And that is what this show-trial is ultimately all about. It is about rendering victims’ voiceless, with no journalists or whistleblowers to tell their stories, nor hold their abusers to account.”

Comment:
- Nils Melzer “Thanks to ⁦@LissaKJohnson⁩ for one of the best, sharpest & most convincing articles on the Assange case I have ever read - systematically demasking the UK Govt’s disgraceful betrayal of the most fundamental norms of humanity, justice & RuleOfLaw.” [Tweet]
· 12 Mar 2020 Judge orders Chelsea Manning's released from jail in Virginia 
[WL Tweet] 
“A federal judge has ordered the release of Chelsea Manning: "the court finds Ms. Manning's appearance before the Grand Jury is no longer needed, in light of which her detention no longer serves any coercive purpose."”

NOTE: The bad news is that the fines still stand. $256,000 

Official fundraising for Chelsea; [Tweet] [Tweet]
Official Statement [The Sparrow] 

Court Order [Court Listener PDF] [Document Cloud Text]
  
Livestream outside the jail [Ruptly]
On site 
- Ford Fischer -  The Sheriff speaks [Tweet video]

Reporting [The Guardian]  [ShadowProof] [NBC] [RT]  [The Intercept] [ES RT video]  [NewsWeek]  [WaPo]  [DissidentVoice]  [WSWS]  [Caitlin Johnstone]  [CNN]
Comment:
- Nils Melzer “Judge orders @xychelsea's release. Finally a first step in the right direction!” [Tweet]

- EmmyB “Chelsea Manning is Free, Jeremy Hammond no longer in contempt of court, the struggle continues but time to lift the grief and go for the final line!!!! ” [Tweet]

- Diani Barreto “Vigilance, unrelentingly militance, political & grass root support for Chelsea Manning & Jeremy Hammond have paid off in regard to coercive measures deployed by the secret grand jury.  Grateful to all. 
Now we must vigorously engage to free Julian Assange.”  [Tweet]

- George Galloway (In OpEd) “US govt’s persecution of Chelsea Manning is medieval punishment, the cutting out of tongues, the murder of truth” [RT]

- Stefania Maurizi “I celebrate @xychelsea: an ethical giant 
Now it's time to free Julian Assange and to put an end to the appalling treatment he has received in the last 10 years.” [Tweet]

- John Pilger “Chelsea Manning has been freed, but only after trying to take her life again. The thug-judge who tried to intimidate her into lying about Julian Assange failed. This may be the first significant crack in the Assange case. Now demand this hero's freedom.” [Tweet]

- Edward Snowdon “The government cast Manning into a dungeon for resisting a scheme to make publishers of news subject to the Espionage Act. They offered to let her out in exchange for collaboration, but she chose her principles instead. 
That is moral strength.” [Tweet]  [RT]

- Doctors For Assange “D4A is relieved that the torture of Chelsea Manning has at last ended, 4 months after the UN SR on Torture @NilsMelzer demanded that the US end its punitive and coercive imprisonment and fines.”
“Despite releasing her from jail, Judge Trenga entered an order for a fine of $256,000. Doctors4Assange protests this vindictive fine & calls for its dismissal, adding it's voice to the UN Special Rapporteur’s call for Manning to be compensated for her torture. ”
 [Tweet] [Tweet]  [Full statement]

- Glenn Greenwald “Chelsea Manning has done more for the world in her 32 years than can be expected of any person in a lifetime, & has sacrificed so much & paid such a huge price for her public service. She was released from prison yesterday but faces huge fines & challenges to live. Please donate” [Tweet]

- Amnesty International “Good news! A federal judge ordered the release of @xychelsea, who has been incarcerated since May for refusing to testify to a grand jury. She never should have been imprisoned in the first place. We stand in solidarity with her.” [Tweet]
· 12 Mar 2020 Statement from Wikileaks: 
“The WikiLeaks Grand Jury running 10+ years has been disbanded. Chelsea Manning and Jeremy Hammond have been released from its coercive machinations. Now drop all charges against Julian Assange and release him.”  [Tweet]

Court Order [Court Listener PDF] Document Cloud]
· 12 Mar 2020 Russian MFA spokesperson Maria Zakharova menitons torture of Assange in weekly briefing. [ES Sputnik] 
See also [RT video at 1:33:06]
· 13 March 2020 NOT NEEDED NOW! Chelsea Manning goes to court (in VA) with a motion to be released.[Robert Boyle in Audio about 1:32:40]  [Tweet]

Supporting documentation [ReleaseChelsea]

Reporting: (Before) [Sputnik]  [Gizmodo] (After)
· 13 Mar 2020 NOT NEEDED NOW! Important Court date for Jeremy Hammomd. A public show of support is important   [Tweet]  401 Courthouse Sq, Alexandria, VA

“Jeremy Hammond will once again appear in court and a decision will be made on the Grumbles motion filed by his legal team. A Grumbles motion argues that the incarceration a person is experiencing is purely punitive and serves no purpose other than to punish. This could be a major milestone in Jeremy’s contempt case and, if successful, could free him to return to federal prison to finish serving the remainder of his sentence, bringing him that much closer to freedom.
In deciding past Grumbles motions, judges have remarked that community support has been key factor that has tipped the scales in favor of releasing a grand jury resister from their contempt, so if you can make it, please come out and show Judge Trenga that you support Jeremy and his brave resistance!”
· 14 Mar 2020 Release date for EuroLeaks  (per DIEM25 and Yanis Varoufakis) [Tweet] (NOTE: Date changed from 10 March)  [New Tweet][[Tweet video]
[Website] 
- Yanis Varoufakis: “EUROLEAKS: We are now live, as promised. What better way to spend our Covid-19 isolation hours/days than to listen in, to read up, on the manner in which the Troika, the Eurogroup and the EU establishment operate behind close doors against the interests of most Europeans.”  [Tweet]
“Message to Julian Assange: The best way to honour your struggle for transparent authorities and opaque citizens is to follow in your steps. Today we did this by releasing Euroleaks. Thank you for pointing the way” [Tweet]
· 15 Mar 2020 Jeffrey Sterling (CIA Whistleblower) “Reject Using My Unjust Conviction Against Julian Assange” [La Progressive]
· 15 Mar 2020 ABC Four Corners “Killing Field” examines possible Australian war crimes in Afghanistan - with people recognising the parallels to “”Collateral Murder” and connection to The War Logs. 
[ABC article] [ABC video]  [Tweet] 

Comment
- Nils Melzer [Tweet]
“ Total impunity for Western #WarCrimes & #CaH:
- CollateralMurder   2007
-  CIA Torture Rpt    2014
-  UK Torture Rpts   2018
-  EU Migrant pushbacks 2019
-  AUS SAS murder 2020
BUT: Assange @xychelsea Snowden etc persecuted
How far have we sunk?”
· 15 Mar 2020 Russian Embassy re Assange [Tweet]
“MFA spox #Zakharova: World community has no doubt about political underpinnings of Julian Assange persecution. We call on Human Rights activists and related intl organisations to do all they can to ensure justice for Assange or at least prevent [US flag] & [UK flag] from murdering him.”
- See also weekly briefing 12 Mar 2020 [RT video at 1:33:06]
· 15 Mar 2020 UK Labour Party local branches pass resolutions in support of Assange
- [Isle of Wight]  [Canonbury ward]  [Abbey Wood]
· 17 Mar 2020 Ian Overton on “Anonymous Bites Back”
[Podcast]  [YouTube]  [Transcript]
“Investigative journalist and author Iain Overton worked with WikiLeaks Julian Assange in the publication of the Iraq War Logs while he was working for The Bureau of Investigative Journalism. Here, speaking to the podcast Anonymous Bites Back, he raises a strong voice in defence of the WikiLeaks publisher almost 10 years after their initial collaboration.”

NOTE: This interview, with a journalist who was actively involved at the time, gives a full description of the redaction process initiated by Assange for the Iraqui War Logs.
· 18 Mar 2020 The danger to Julian of a coronavirus outbreak in prison is highlighted:
- A prison officer has tested positive for the virus, and a former prisoner talks about prison capacity )or lack thereof) to deal with an outbreak [RT Tweet video]
- The specific danger to Julian, given his poor health, is outlined by UK doctor 
RT Tweet video]
- Joseph Farrell calls for Julian to be released to avoid the virus [Tweet]

Also 19 Mar 2020 More calls to release prisoners [The Guardian]

Reporting: [UK Standard]  [The Guardian]  [RT YouTube]  [Washington Times]
· 18 Mar 2020 The Wikileaks Lockdown list - videos to watch while the coronavirus keeps you at home. [DontExtraditeAssange]]
· 19 Mar 2020 George Galloway brings up the Assange case with the Sarcolas lawyer - in the context of the US/UK Extradition Treaty [YouTube]
· 20 Mar 2020 “Hacksmiths: An open discussion about Julian Assange” London
[Tweet] [Details]
Speakers: Lisa Longstaff, Joseph Farrell Chair: Emmy Butlins
NOTE Not sure if this event happened. 
· 20 Mar 2020 Nils Melzer RT’d “Freedom from Torture” tweet video abou toture being used to begin he Iraq War. [[Tweet]
· 23 Mar 2020 Lawyers for Julian Assange will make a bail application at Westminster Magistrates’ Court on Wednesday (March 25).  [DEA Tweet] 

Reporting [The Watchdog]  [Bloomberg] [Sputnik]  [WSWS]
· 23 Mar 2020 DIEM25 TV starting [Tweet] [More info and registration]

- 23 Mar 2020 	[YouTube]	Yanis Varoufakis: Europe's latest historic failure  
- 24 Mar 2020 		Vijay Prashad: Cost of pandemic must not bankrupt the people
- 25 Mar 2020 		Srecko Horvat: Hope & Humour in Times of Coronavirus
- 26 Mar 2020 		John Shipton: The Flames of Truth: Assange
- 27 Mar 2020 		Saskia Sassen: What if this is the beginning of a possibility?
- 28 Mar 2020 		Noam Chomsky: Coronavirus - what is at stake? (pre-rec)
		Gael Bernal & Srećko Horvat: Love in Times of Coronavirus 
- 29 Mar 2020		Ece Temelkuran: Corona-Neo-Fascism: A deadly combo
- 30 Mar 2020		Stefania Maurizi: Why we must save Julian Assange

· 


See also Defend.WikilLeaks LIVE BLOG & DE German Assange Campaign
[bookmark: _fgzxu95dqbj]END of most recent UPDATES

[bookmark: _vtdwn49wmqc4]	 UPCOMING EVENTS FOR KEY PEOPLE.
For EVENT MANAGERS:
Please ensure there is AT LEAST an audio record (and preferably a video record) of your event and load it to YouTube or some other accessible platform (and tweet the link). Please put the date and place of the event in the header information of the loaded record - and anything else important for understanding the event in 50 years time (like the names of key speakers).

Please encourage speakers to publish the transcript of their speech (if they have one).

If there is a VIDEO recording made, please put the names of the speakers in front of them. It makes tweeting, and making transcripts much easier.
· See also Coming Events at Defend Wikileaks and ChallengePower wiki 
& Candles4Assange [Tweet]

· 25 Mar 2020 (Confirmed) Procedural Appearance at  Westminster Court [Tweet]
NOTE This tweet says April but presumably he meant March?

NOTE This appearance will include an application for bail for Julian, related to his vulnerability to coronavirus. [DEA Tweet] 

Reporting  [The Watchdog]
· 26 March 2020 Next date for Joshua Shulte [Vault 7] case after partial mistrial
[Inner City Press]
· 6 April 2020 at 6:30pm  Futures event: “Hacktivism” London. [Website]
Speakers: Maureen Webb (author) & Lauri Love (alleged hacker)
· 2 May 2020 TrumanHuman UK “Drive By Protest” [Tweet]
· 7 April 2020 Case Management hearing  (Joseph Farrell on [Video at 55:26])
· 11 April 2020 Vigil at Belmarsh prison to mark one year since Julian’s arrest [Tweet]
· 20 April 2020 “Free The Truth” London [Register]
Speakers: Mark Curtis, Andrew Feinstein, Peter Oborne, Chris Williamson and others
· 25 April 2020 (??) Procedural Appearance at  Westminster Court [Tweet]
NOTE This tweet says April but seems he meant March?
· 18 May 2020 US Extradition Trial continues (Up to 3 wks) [Tweet] 
At Belmarsh Magistrates Court (inside Woolwich Crown Court). [Video] 
· 19-28 May 2020 Geoffrey Robertson QC on Australian speaking  tour “It’s No Longer Hypotherical”  [Agenda]
“Geoffrey Robertson will take to the stage in an evening of thought and analysis as he discusses some of the of the big issues of our time. He will discuss 
- Brexit and Trump in a post-truth era and 
- calls for Australia’s constitutional regeneration after the bushfires. He will explain 
- what is really happening to the royal family and to Julian Assange, 
- how fake news distorts democracy and 
- why the rich will inherit the earth.

The tour coincides with the start [18 May] of the second part of the Assange extradition trial.

- 19 May Sydney State Theatre
- 21 May Brisbane Concert Hall, QPAC
- 23 May Canberra Royal Theatre, ACC
- 26 May Adelaide Festival Theatre
- 28 May Perth Perth Concert Hall
· 
  
[bookmark: _2cxwy5eroyw0]REPORTS from VISITORS to Julian Assange in Belmarsh Prison
7 May 2019: Kristinn Hrafnsson (Wikileaks Editor) and Pamela Anderson (friend)
First social visit (after one month in prison)
· Kristinn Hrafnsson
· “Shocking to see my friend, an intellectual, a publisher, a journalist, a man that has transformed the world of journalism with his with his work, sitting in a high security prison
· Spending 23 hours a day in a cell
· Having a half hour outdoors (if weather allows)
· Half hour to do everything else
· “This visit did not reflect well on this [UK] society”
· “Julian Assange is bent but not broken”
· Need to take into account the years in the embassy especially the last year when he was harassed every day
· Has lost weight
· His spirit is strong - heartened to hear of growing support, that gives him strength
· It is a question of life and death. That’s how serious it is.

· Pamela Anderson
· He does not to be in a SuperMax prison - he has never committed a violent act
· He has no access to a library, a computer, he is really cut off from everybody
· He hasn’t been able to speak to his children
· Public support and fundraising are very important
· Justice will depend on public support
· Write to him, encourage him, he’s appreciative of any support he gets
· He hasn’t received any letters yet but I know people are writing them
· We need to save his life. That’s how serious it is.
11 June 2019 (& article) John Shipton (father) and Ai Weiwei (Chinese artist)
· Ai WeiWei
· His condition is shaky
· He’s much skinnier than before. He lost about 20lbs (9 kg)
· He’s under psychological stress, pressure
· He’s very happy to see his father, and me, and to see there are still people concerned about his condition
· I’m deeply worried [about him]

· John Shipton
· He’s lost about 10kg
· Under a lot of stress and pressure
· He’s determined and his spirit is very strong
· It;s impossible to prepare a case, no access to a library, no access to computers
I would like the AU govt to - diplomatically - defend an AU citizen
· He was dragged out [of the embassy and 3 hours later in court
· I would like the AU gvt to involve itself in these offences against an AU citizen.
I understand his health has stabilised and his weight loss has stopped, so he will be moving back into the prison population. [This didn’t happen.]
· Julian is an icon for what will happen and what is happening to journalists all over the world.
· Julian asked him to move from Melbourne in Australia to the UK
· “If Julian goes down, the rest of you go down.”

John Shipton made further comments about this visit, and an aborted visit the previous week, in a radio interview 16 Aug 2019. [Audio]  [Summary]
His scheduled visit the previous week was cancelled by the prison for unexplained reasons (which may have been an unscheduled doctor’s visit). 
This week:
“We waited 46 minutes for Julian to arrive,” he said. The prison authorities claimed that they had “forgotten” to notify Assange of the visit, “so they had to go and find him and bring him down.” This resulted in the two-hour visit, which Assange is entitled to, being reduced to just one hour. “To travel all the way from Australia to see Julian and to get only an hour, it seems cruel to me,” Shipton said
14 June: Jennifer Robinson (outside cout): 
· We are very concerned about his health. He remains in the healthcare ward at Belmarsh. He’s under a huge amount of pressure and in very difficult circumstances.
6 Aug 2019: Jennifer Robinson (WSWS article)
· “He obviously has no access to the internet and he can’t see what is happening, and has very little access to the media, but yes, I and others always show him pictures of what is happening around the world and the support. It really does make a difference—Julian is heartened by it. The solidarity campaign is not just important in buoying his spirits inside prison but critical in ensuring that he is protected in the long-term for WikiLeaks’s work”
· “I was with Julian in prison last week. He is very isolated. When he was first arrested it took us four days to get our first video conference with him, and it was remarkable to see somebody who’s so tapped into the world, and understands what’s going on all over the place, to be cut off from the internet. He hadn’t seen the reactions to his arrest and he didn’t know that Ola Bini, his friend and colleague, had been arrested in Ecuador.”
· “Julian is really cut off from information but he does know about the support around the world. When I went in to see him, I took him pictures of protests from around the world so that he could see them for himself.”
06 Aug 2019 Julian’s brother Gabriel visited him in Belmarsh and subsequently wrote a letter to Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison.
· The letter was read out by John Shipton on CN News Ep 7 (30 Aug 2019)
· A transcript is also available. Gabriel quoted Julian: “This place is hell.”
07 Aug 2019 John Pilger on visit to Belmarsh 
· [Tweet]
“Do not forget Julian Assange. Or you will lose him. 
I saw him in Belmarsh prison and his health has deteriorated. Treated worse than a murderer, he is isolated, medicated and denied the tools to fight the bogus charges of a US extradition. I now fear for him. Do not forget him.”
3 Sept 2019 John Pilger (at M.I.A. event) after a weekend visit to Belmarsh
· He’d just been allowed to have his first proper exercise - “pacing up and down in a small, bitumen yard.”
· “At Belmarsh, they have a sense of humour.  On the wall facing the ‘exercise yard’ are happy-clappy words about ‘the blades of grass beneath your feet.’ But there’s no grass.”
· Julian is locked up for more than 21hrs, sometimes longer.
· It’s 4mths since he was dragged out of the Ecuadorian embassy … and he is still denied the documents and the basic tools to prepare his case … [re US extradition] and yet is not allowed today to call his US lawyers.
· He is not allowed access to vital documents. He is not allowed access to a computer.
· He is still in the hospital wing, where he is isolated most of the time from other people.
· Julian asked John to say: “Say it’s not just me. It’s much wider. It’s all of us. It’s all journalists and all publishers who do their job, who are in danger.”

19 Sept 2019 Vivienne Westwood (Designer and friend) at Belmarsh
· “I was thrilled to bits to see him. It took me a month to get to see him.”
· “He has lost weight.”
· “He’s innocent until proved guilty, and there he is in solitary confinement.”
2 Oct 2019: Felicity Ruby (personal friend): “Assange Behind Bars”
· Still on the health ward
· Still hasn’t seen specialists
· Transported in and out of his cell, where he is kept for twenty-two hours a day under so-called ‘controlled moves’, meaning the prison is locked down and hallways are cleared
· The exercise yard is described. No grass - just concrete.
· Two social visits a month; the last one was three-and-a-half weeks earlier (and this one is shared with another friend)
· “Much thinner man than the one I formerly knew”
· He has no access to court documents and legal files in order to help prepare his case
· “... eyes, damaged by so many years of being inside”
8 Oct 2019 Mary Kostakisis (AU journalist and friend) visited (described i19 Jan 2020):
·  “Belmarsh High Security prison is surrounded by greenery. Nothing is green inside – a small internal courtyard is barren & desolate, the sky framed by razorwire.”
· “Though clearly unwell & struggling to focus he prevails, he articulates, and yes he is still there.”
12 Oct 2019: M.I.A (Singer, artist, and personal friend) outside Belmarsh.
· Key points in a Twitter THREAD
· Followed up by the 5 Nov 2019 Concert outside the UK Home Office.

21 Oct 2019: Julian Assange leaving Westminster Magistraté Court (in prison van)
Re 21 Oct 2019 Craig Murray (Ex UK Ambassador & close friend) Reports on what he saw at the court
12 Nov 2019: Srecko Horvat reported on his recent visit to Belmarsh (via a DIEM email).
· He closes that email with “So what can you do?””
His answers are:

· Don't wait, do whatever you can. And do it now.
· Write him a letter about the "outside" world (with facts about relevant events and how concretely you are helping him), 
· force your MPs to take action and 
· ask your political parties what they are doing to protect freedom of press and prevent the extradition of Julian Assange, 
· organize and join protests; 
· write to NGOs and individuals who deal with human rights and press freedom and ask them what they are doing to free Julian;
· donate to his defense fund and 
· make sure to join DiEM25 as we will continue to stand with our member Julian Assange and fight until he is free.
21 Nov 2019 Slavoj Zizek visited Julian in prison (see report in The Spectator - excerpt above)
27 Nov 2019 John Shipton visited yesterday (26 Nov). He speaks about that in Berlin.
28 Nov 2019 John Pilger visited  today just prior before speaking in London.
· “Julian's intellect, resilience, and sense of humour are, I think, protecting him. But for how long, I don't know.” [Tweet]
· Full story: John Pilger: “Visiting Britain’s Political Prisoner” [ConsortiumNews]
Pilger describes in horrid detail the discomforts and indignities inflicted on the visitors to the prison, so one has to imagine - beyond that - what is inflicted on prisoners.

Excerpt
In the adjoining cells are convicted murderers, and further along is a mentally ill man who screams through the night. “This is my One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest,” he said. “Therapy” is an occasional game of Monopoly. His one assured social gathering is the weekly service in the chapel. The priest, a kind man, has become a friend. The other day, a prisoner was attacked in the chapel; a fist smashed his head from behind while hymns were being sung.

When we greet each other, I can feel his ribs. His arm has no muscle. He has lost perhaps 10 to 15 kilos since April. When I first saw him here in May, what was most shocking was how much older he looked.

“I think I’m going out of my mind,” he said then.
I said to him, “No you’re not. Look how you frighten them, how powerful you are.” Julian’s intellect, resilience and wicked sense of humor – all unknown to the low life who defame him — are, I believe, protecting him.  He is wounded badly, but he is not going out of his mind.
7 Dec 2019 SMH report of Mary Kostakidis visiting in October 2019
· “Mary Kostakidis last saw Julian Assange in Belmarsh eight weeks ago. It took her an hour and a half to reach him through the prison’s various security stages: when she finally arrived at the visitors’ hall she found him in “this massive room with 50 prisoners, and two or three visitors to each prisoner”

Assange’s condition, she says, shocked her. “He was just sitting very still, looking straight ahead. He’s not well,” she says steadily. “He can’t focus easily. I could see how he was struggling. It was very difficult to hear. I had to be like this …” – she stands up and puts both hands on the table, leaning her body forward towards me – “… the guard kept asking me to sit down.” She sits down. “I told the guard I’d come a long way to hear him, and then the guard offered to move us to a quieter part of the room, and that was a little better.”

Kostakidis has a pretty good poker face. But talking about Assange’s condition, her voice falters. “If we allow this to continue, he’ll die, and we won’t know whether he’s been killed, or whether he’s taken his own life. There were moments when his intelligence and passion broke through, but ultimately, if a government is trying to destroy you, and you’re at their mercy, they will succeed.”
24 Dec 2019 Tracy Worcester (environmental activist) - video
3 Jan 2020 David Rovics, singer/songwriter, tried to visit Julian in Belmarsh a short while ago. He discusses his efforts here. See also  [Song at Belmarsh]  [Song at Embassy]
22 Jan 2020 John Rees:“Saw Julian Assange in Belmarsh yesterday and he’s good spirits and very focussed on preparation for his full extradition hearing next month.“ [Tweet]
4 Feb 2020 Jennifer Robinson passes on message from Julian, who she saw in prison this morning.  [YouTube]
18 Feb 2020 Kristinn Hrafnsson (at 24:44) “I saw him 10 days ago. He [his health] has improved - thanks to the pressure from his legal team, behind the scenes, and from the general public and, amazingly, from other inmates in Belmarsh prison who have, on three occasions, petitioned the Governor to get him out of isolation. So there is more humanity among the hardened inmates in Belmarsh prison than you find on the outside.

He has now better access to his lawyers - even though it is not sufficient today, [he has] limited telephone service, he still doesn’t have any functioning computer, but those changes only happened about two weeks ago. [,,,] It is only two months since his lawyers could actually leave papers with him. This is absolutely absurd.”

In answer to a question: (29:10) “He has limited access to a telephone, I don’t hink he has access to exercise in a gym or something like that”
18 Feb 2020 Andrew Wilkie: [via Crikey]
“Today’s 90 minute visit to Julian Assange in London’s Belmarsh Prison was an alarming experience. The place is everything you’d expect of a supermax jail and the process of entering and departing was security on steroids. Just the place for a supervillain.
[bookmark: _uke58ujzfx9e]Once inside we waited. And waited. And waited.
[bookmark: _3tzjzhb84m6j]Despite the half hour it took us to be processed on entry, and me being ejected temporarily because I had a small hole in the bottom of one of my suit pockets, and the fact that all the other prisoners had already been allowed into the cavernous visitors area, Julian Assange was nowhere to be seen.
[bookmark: _xn8gznbk0o68]But then, finally, there he was, the last prisoner to see any visitor.
[bookmark: _unq8xz7si5uu]Clearly the special one. No wonder he looked tired, a man under enormous pressure, not just from years of incarceration, but also for the chilling prospect of being sent to a US federal prison for the rest of his life.
[bookmark: _p96nl4rp3bh4]The injustice in all this is profound.
[bookmark: _h0wgj5tr0fll]Sure, people have all sorts of views about Julian Assange. But when push comes to shove none of that is relevant. The substantive matter is that Julian Assange publicised US misconduct and presented hard evidence of their war crimes.
[bookmark: _cvyogahg1g11]Because at the end of the day no one should be punished for doing the right thing.”

20 Feb 2020 UK Shadow Chancellor John McDonnell to visit Julian in Belmarsh [Tweet]
“Speaking on Assange's prison conditions, Mr McDonnell said that the activist was being detained in a cell for "20 hours a day with limited field of association and exercise" which "clearly takes its toll.

But the pair had found him "extremely strong" despite his upcoming trial, and "absolutely determined that the truth will be out and that he will not be extradited", allowing him to return to his work, McDonnell said.".

“Speaking on Assange's torture at the embassy and in prison, he agreed with UN special rapporteur on torture, Nils Melzer, adding he was "anxious" of the ill effects on the whistleblower's health. Mr McDonnell slammed the treatment of Assange at Belmarsh as "barbaric", in addition to the overall prison system across the UK.”  [Sputnik]
23 Feb 2020 Yanis Varoufakis to visit Julian [Tweet] 
- Report: [Daily Mail] I
- Interviewed by Phillip Adams for ABC Radio 2 Mar 2020  [Tweet]  [YouTube]  [ABC]

Julian told Yanis Varoufakis that he is in a dark place, and that he feels uncertain as to whether he is well enough to judge his own lawyers’ legal strategy.  [ABC]

1 & 2 March 2020 John Shipton to visit twice (to catch up)  [AUDIO at 30:14]
7 Mar 2020 Tracy Worcester (Duchess of Beaufort ) visits Julian in Belmarsh
- [Tweet video]

[bookmark: _es4xkfk0leyn] More RESOURCES in this series.
(Please note that Twitter MOMENTS don’t seem to be working right now.)
· Key People in the Assange Campaign 		[Twitter MOMENT]
· Team Assange - Key groups & Resources		[Twitter MOMENT]
· The Direct Speech of Julian Assange 	[Pinterest]	[Google spreadsheet]
· 2000+ related articles in visual form (linked )	[Pinterest]
· Other Pinterest boards related to Assange	[Pinterest]
· Journalists / outlets that generally write accurate reports	[Google spreadsheet]

Some other key Twitter Threads & Moments
· “Imperialism on Trial” - speeches from all FIVE events	[Twitter MOMENT]
· “Australia's live Q&A - Assange & the Press” (Sept 2019)	[Twitter MOMENT]
· “Mark Davis exposes "lies" about Julian Assange by
    the Guardian & NYT.”  (Aug 2019)	[Twitter MOMENT]
· “Did Julian Assange REALLY say that?”  (Aug 2019)	[Twitter MOMENT]
· “Journalism or Propaganda? - Four Corners (AU) 
    on Julian Assange (2019)”  (Aug 2019)	[Twitter MOMENT]
· “A Case Study: YouTube "Community Standards"  re
   depicted violence” (the censorship of Collateral Murder)	[Twitter MOMENT]
· Julian Assange quotes - linked to source media
- Part 1 - 50 quotes	[Twitter MOMENT]
- Part 2 - 27 more quotes	[Twitter MOMENT]
- NOTE: 	Many of the memes don’t now fit in the Twitter window
              	since Twitter altered their presentation format.
	Feel free to copy and adapt.
· Supporter quotes - linked to source
- Part 1  - Early supporters (to Jan 2019)	[Twitter MOMENT]
- Part 2  - Early supporters (to Mar 2019)	[Twitter MOMENT]
- NOTE: 	Many of the memes don’t now fit in the Twitter window
              	since Twitter altered their presentation format.
	Feel free to copy and adapt.
· 


[bookmark: _585vjhsv7qc1]END of FILE



DAY template

26 Feb 2020  DAY X : US Extradition hearing (1 wk) 
At Belmarsh Magistrates Court (inside Woolwich Crown Court).
- Information from Courts for attendees [WiseUp]
- Background material [Defend Wikileaks]
- Ruptly will be livestreaming all week- [Tweet]
- Outline of PROSECUTION Case    [IMAGES]  [PDF]
- Outline of DEFENCE Case 	        [IMAGES]  [PDF]
- US-UK Extradition Treaty 			[PDF]
- UK Extradition Act 2003		[Link]

DAY X Livestream:   [Ruptly] [Sputnik]

DAY X - on site reporting
- Overnight]
- Before court

- Inside the court
- Rebecca Vincent (RSF)  @rebecca_vincent

- Christian Mihr (RSF)  @cmihr

- Mac William Bishop  @MacWBishop THREAD (very long)

- James Doleman  @jamesdoleman (unthreaded)
- DAY X AM Report from James Dolman
- DAY X PM Report from James Dolman

- M.A.E. @MElmaazi  [THREAD]

- Wikileaks @wikileaks

- Patrick Hennigsen @21WIRE   [THREAD]

- Kevin Gosztola @kgosztola [THREAD]

- Julia Hall (Amnesty International) @JuliaHall18 [Tweets unthreaded]

- Stephania Maurizi @SMaurizi

- Craig Murray @CraigMurrayOrg
-

- Tareq Haddad @Tareq_Haddad
- 
- DAY X Report from Tareq Haddad

- Randi Credico @CredicoRandy
[bookmark: _z6bbr66tscqf]- Carolina Graterol @Moncaro
-

- Courage Foundation @couragefound   [THREAD]

- Outside the court, protesters

DAY X Updates from KEY PEOPLE

DAY X other Reporting:

DAY X Important Comments:






